
Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of

ENTERCOM LICENSE, LLC 

License to Cover for  
FM Translator Station K277AE 
Seattle, WA 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)

FCC File No. BLFT-20170818AAE 
FCC Facility ID No. 18522 

To:  Office of the Secretary 
Attn: Chief Audio Division, Media Bureau

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO INFORMAL OBJECTION;  
PRELIMINARY REPLY TO OPPOSITION; 

INITIAL REPLY TO ENTERCOM’S RESPONSE TO 30-DAY LETTER 

1. Everett-Snohomish Broadcasting (hereafter “Everett-Snohomish”) licensee of FM 

station KMCQ, Oak Harbor, Washington (hereafter “KMCQ”) by its attorneys, pursuant to 

Sections 74.1203(a)(3) and 74.1203(b) of the Commission’s rules, hereby submits this second 

supplement to its informal objection to the grant of the above captioned license application filed 

August 23, 2017 by Entercom Licensee, LCC (“hereinafter “Entercom”), its initial reply to 

Entercom’s Opposition to Informal Objection and response to the August 28, 2017, the Audio 

Division issued Entercom a 30-day letter.   

2. In its opposition, Entercom has submitted an exhaustive response to the 

previously submitted interference complaints of KMCQ regular listeners together with an 

engineering analysis of tropospheric ducting it claims accounts for the intermittent listening of 

KMCQ listeners, challenging their status as “regular”  listeners.  Entercom also claims that the 

bulk of listener complaints are from concentrated areas where the KMCQ signal is too weak to 

be heard on a regular basis.  Its engineering claims will require significant additional study and 
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engineering analysis Everett-Snohomish, which has begun and will be reported as soon as that 

project is completed.   

3. Everett-Snohomish takes this opportunity, however, to again protest Entercom’s 

unwillingness to work together to study this situation and the interference complaints of 

KMCQ’s listeners.  Had Entercom agreed to work together as Everett-Snohomish proposed, it is 

strongly believed that the parties would have been able to come to agreement on a number of the 

disputed technical issues and arrive at common conclusions leading to a concerted mutual effort 

to resolve the situation.  Rather, it appears that the Entercom’s strategy has been and remains to 

prolong and obfuscate proceeding by infusing it with technical allegations that will require 

multiple rounds of pleadings, delaying the opportunity to come to conclusions and through 

exhaustion of resources, succeed by exhausting its opponent.  However, as revealed by this reply, 

every day that a conclusion is prolonged, more and more regular KMCQ listeners complain of 

interference from K277AE.  

4. Entercom further complicates and confuses the situation by claiming that Everett-

Snohomish stopped communicating with them.  That allegation glosses over and misrepresents 

the situation with sleight-of-hand.  As previously submitted, Everett-Snohomish made numerous 

offers to Entercom for a mutual effort to investigate and resolve the situation, having secured the 

cooperation of KMAS, which has a translator on the same frequency, so there would be no co-

channel interference while mapping the KMCQ signal, and offering to conduct these tests at 

night. Everett-Snohomish remains open to that plan, and invites Entercom to cooperate on as 

night where the tropospheric conditions are not expected to be a factor.  With information 

obtained from such testing, Everett-Snohomish is hopeful that the parties can determine an 

antenna/power design that will prevent K277AE from interfering with KMCQ. 
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5. However each prior offer of cooperation was rebuffed. Entercom then sought 

copies of listener complaints to investigate on its own.  Everett-Snohomish chose instead to file 

the complaints with the Commission as an alternative way to formalize the conflict and effect the 

provision of the complaints to Entercom. 

6. Entercom’s plans appear to have worked, drawing out the proceeding while 

additional interference complaints are received, many of which specifically mention K277AE by 

its retransmitted signal, frequency, format description or in other ways.   

7. Everett-Snohomish submits herewith an additional 37 complaints of interference 

from its regular listeners received in the last month.  Admittedly, a number of the complaints 

identify the interference only as “scratchy or noisy” or “another radio station at 103.3FM.”  

Some may be legitimately confused with another station. However, ten listeners specifically 

mention 103.7 by name, some referring to the interfering station as KHTP-FM at 103.7, 

K277AE’s retransmitted station.  Ten of them specifically identify the station as 103.7, hip hop, 

R&B rap music, hip hop music and so.  For example, one listener specifically identifies the 

interference as:  

“KHTP-FM at 103.7 which is rap (crap!) and they are bleeding from their 

assigned frequency 103.7 all the way down to yours at 103.3.  So now I cannot 

get your station at all here” at Tukwila.  (Apparently unaware that KHTP at 103.3 

is retransmitted by K277AE at 103.3). 

8. Combined with prior submissions, there are now a total of 97 complaints of 

interference, many of which specifically identify K277AE as KHTP, by format, as another radio 

station at 103.3 or station bleeding down from 103.7.   
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9. In Letter to Arohi Media LLC 1 Ahohi Media was ordered to discontinue 

operations because two bona fide listener complaints to co-channel WLUS-FM, Clarksville, VA 

had not been addressed.  Specifically, the letter states: “Accordingly, when the Commission 

concludes that a bona fide listener has made an actionable complaint of uncorrected interference 

from an FM translator, it will notify the station that "interference is being caused" and direct the 

station to discontinue operations.”  

10. Entercom’s response is a poor attempt to obfuscate the situation and claim it has 

remediated all the complaints of interference.  In fact, it has remediated none of them.  And now 

we have 37 more complaints of interference that it must investigate and remediate.   

11. The August 28, 2017, Entercom a 30-day letter directed it to “resolve all 

complaints of interference to fulfill its obligations” and stated specifically that “[f]ailure to 

correct all complaints within this time may require K277AE to suspend operation pursuant to 47 

CFR § 74.1203.”  Entercom failed to meet this burden.  While some might be ascribed to another 

station or weak signal, Entercom clearly has not resolved all interference complaints.  Rather it 

has thrown up unproven engineering inferences in a wild attempt to shift the burden to Everett-

Snohomish.   

12. As previously stated, Everett-Snohomish is in the process of undertaking an 

independent engineering analysis to rebut and disprove many of Entercom’s allegations.  

Meanwhile, Everett-Snohomish renews its offer to work together, rather than in conflict, to 

investigate and resolve the interference problems in a mutually satisfactory way.  For now, 

however, the Commission is justified to conclude that bona fide listeners have made actionable 

1 Letter to Arohi Media, LLC, from James Bradshaw, Deputy Chief, Audio Division, dated September 25, 2017 
regarding W253DK, Facility ID no. 141386.  
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complaints of uncorrected interference from K277AE and that K277AE must now suspend 

operations until each of the complainants who respond to Entercom are satisfactorily remediated. 

13. According, Everett-Snohomish again requests that the application for license be 

denied and that, pursuant to §74.1203(b) of the Commission’s Rules, Entercom be ordered 

immediately to suspend operation of K277AE unless and until it can be shown to a reasonable 

degree of certainty that each complaint of interference from a cooperating complainant has been 

remediated to that listener’s satisfaction. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EVERETT-SNOHOMISH BROADCASTING L.L.C. 

By   _______________________ 
      Gregg P. Skall 
      Its Attorney 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP 
1200 19th Street, N.W.  Suite 500 
Washington, DC   20036 
(202) 857-4455 

October 6, 2017 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Gregg P. Skall, an attorney at the law firm of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP, do 
hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing document titled “Second Interference Complaint” 
was sent this 6th day of October, 2017 by e-mail and U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, to the 
following:

Carrie A. Ward, Esquire 
Entercom Communications Corp. 
401 East City Avenue 
Suite 809 
Bala Cynwyd, PA  19004 
cward@entercom.com 

Sally A. Buckman 
Laura M. Berman 
Lerman Senter PLLC 
2001 L Street, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 
sbuckman@lermansenter.com 
lberman@lermansenter.com 
Counsel for Entercom Communications 
Corp.

*James D. Bradshaw 
Deputy Chief, Audio Division 
Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth St., N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20554 
James.bradshaw@fcc.gov 

*Robert Gates 
Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth St., N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20554 
Robert.gates@fcc.gov 

*Parul Desai 
Attorney-Advisor, Audio Division 
Media Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth St., N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20554 
Parul.desai@fcc.gov 

* By e-mail only

Gregg P. Skall, Counsel
Everett-Snohomish Broadcasting, LLC 

WCSR 40751712v2 


