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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 
 
 

In re Application of ) 
 ) 
Jean J. Suh ) FCC File No. BNPFT-20171201AMU 
 ) Facility ID No. 201575 
For a Construction Permit for a New )  
FM Translator on Channel 233 at ) 
Puyallup, WA ) 
 
To: The Commission 
Attn:   Chief Audio Division, Media Bureau 
 

REPLY 
 

 Olympia Broadcasters, Inc. (“Olympia”) hereby replies to the Opposition filed by Jean J. 

Suh (“Ms. Suh”) on January 10, 2018.  In its Petition to Deny, Olympia demonstrated that people 

regularly listen to its station KRXY within the 60 dBu contour of Ms. Suh’s proposed translator.  

Indeed, KRXY has listeners within the immediate vicinity of Ms. Suh’s proposed transmitter 

site.  Because Ms. Suh proposes to operate a translator on the same channel as KRXY, it is 

evident that the translator would interfere with existing listenership to KRXY.   

 Instead of rebutting that interference will occur, Ms. Suh first faults Olympia for not 

providing addresses for three people that Olympia identified as listening to KRXY in the vicinity 

of her proposed translator.  Olympia questions Ms. Suh’s motivation in insisting on invading the 

privacy of individuals by requiring them to publish in a public forum their addresses, which are 

not relevant to the question of whether they listen to KRXY within the coverage area of her 

proposed translator.  Nevertheless, Olympia points out that the email from Listener “B,” Mike 

Culley, contained his address at the end of his email.  The email from Listener “C,” Molly 

Carmody, included her work address.  Although the emails from Listener “A,” Christi Reign, did 
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not include a specific address (it did identify her hometown), her emails, just like the others, 

identified the areas where she travels while listening to KRXY.  In any event, the location of 

listeners’ home and work addresses of the listeners is irrelevant.  Precedent appropriately 

establishes that the relevant locations are where the people listen to KRXY.1   

Next, Ms. Suh takes issue with the fact Olympia’s engineering analysis used Longley-

Rice rather than the standard F(50,50) curve methodology to show the proposed translator will 

cause interference to regular listenership to KRXY.  But she does not attempt to rebut that actual 

interference will occur, whatever methodology is used, as demonstrated in the attached Updated 

Engineer Statement prepared by Joseph M. Davis, which uses the standard F(50,50) curve 

methodology.  For the reasons set forth herein and in the Petition, Ms. Suh’s application should 

be dismissed.       

                                                 
1 See, e.g., Letter from James D. Bradshaw to HBI Radio Bemidji, LLC dated July 5, 2017 
(http://licensing.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/prod/cdbs/forms/prod/getimportletter_exh.cgi?import_letter_id=82020) (dismissing 
an FM translator’s application where “[t]he petitioner submitted documentation from listeners that . . . live, work or 
travel within the 60 dBu contour of the proposed translator”) (emphasis added).  In the context of actual 
interference, the Commission has also explained that “it places no geographic or temporal limitation on complaints, 
and it has long held that even mobile receivers, such as automobile radios, should not be subject to interference 
resulting from the operation of an FM translator . . . station.”  See The Association for Community Education, Inc., 
19 FCC Rcd 12682, 12688 (2004). 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

      OLYMPIA BROADCASTERS, INC. 

 

        
       By:  _______________________________ 

 Meredith S. Senter, Jr. 
 Laura M. Berman 
 
 Lerman Senter PLLC 

 2001 L Street, NW 
 Suite 400 

 Washington, DC 20036 
 
January 22, 2018 (202) 429-8970
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Figure 1
Interference Area per FCC Curves

Within 100 km of KRXY(FM)
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Figure 2
Terrain Profile: KRXY to Sample Point
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KRXY Listener B   Mike Culley
Sample Point

Location:  Highway 512 at 31st Avenue SW
47° 09’ 41” N-Lat,  122° 17’ 50” W-Lon

FCC Curves Propagation Method
KRXY Signal (desired):   44.8 dBµ

Translator Signal (undesired):  73.4 dBµ
Result:  U/D = 28.6 dB

Exceeds -20 dB threshold by 48.6 dB



 

 
 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 

I, Laura M. Berman, certify that, on this 22nd day of January, 2018, I served a copy of 
the foregoing Reply by first-class United States mail, postage prepaid, upon the following: 

Matthew H. McCormick 
Mark DeSantis 
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, PLC 
1300 North 17th Street 
11th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22209 
Counsel to Jean J. Suh 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
       Laura M. Berman 

 
 


