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OPPOSITION TO PETITION TO DENY 
 
Tri-Cities Broadcasting Foundation (Tri-Cities”), by its attorney, hereby submits its 

Opposition to the “Petition to Deny” filed by WGHN, Inc. (“WGHN”), with respect to Tri-

Cities’ pending application for renewal of license.1  With respect thereto, the following is stated:  

Background 

Tri-Cities submitted its application for a new low-power FM (“LPFM”) station to serve 

Grand Haven, Michigan, on November 13, 2013.  File No. BNPL-20131113BTL.  The 

Educational Purpose proposed in that application stated as follows: 

WE ARE A NON-PROFIT EDUCATION INSTITUTION. OUR MISSION IN PART IS TO 
PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTION IN THE BROADCASTING FIELD TO HELP 
FOSTER NEW BROADCASTING CAREERS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF WEST MICHIGAN. 
IN CONJUNCTION THEREWITH, WE WILL PROVIDE 24 HOUR A DAY FREE LOCAL 
RADIO THAT FOR THE COMMUNITY WE SERVE, BUT ALSO WILL PROVIDE 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING WITH RESPECT TO BROADCASTING AS A CAREER. 
AS A PART THEREOF, WE INTEND TO PROVIDE INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY RADIO 
TO CITIZENS THROUGH COMMUNITY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING, LOCAL 
MUSIC ARTISTS NOT CURRENTLY OFFERED BY COMMERCIAL STATIONS, PUBLIC 
SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS, LOCAL NEWS, FEATURE PROGRAMS, INTERVIEWS BY 
ASPIRING BROADCASTERS, LOCAL SPORTS, WEATHER AND SPIRITUAL 
PROGRAMMING THAT ARE RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY. 
 

 
1  The WGHN Petition to Deny was filed on September 1, 2020.  Pleading File No. 0000120991. This 
Opposition is being filed within 30 days after the day the Petition was filed, as permitted under Section 73.3584(b) 
of the Commission’s rules.     
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File No. BNPL-20131113BTL, Exhibit 2.  No petitions to deny were filed against this 

application by WGHN or anyone else in any manner claiming that this Education Purpose was 

inadequate.  The application for construction permit was granted on January 11, 2014, and 

Station WAWL-LP began operation several months later.   

The pending application for renewal of license covers Station WAWL-LP’s first term of 

license.  Tri-Cities is a non-profit entity under the laws of the State of Michigan.  It also is an 

organization recognized as a Section 501(c)(3) organization as a non-profit educational 

organization by the Internal Revenue Service.  Exhibit 1 (Tax Identification Number redacted).  

A Certificate of Good Standing issued on September 30, 2020 by the State of Michigan is 

attached hereto as Exhibit 2.   

 In the Petition, WGHN claims that Tri-Cities’ application for renewal of license must be 

denied because (i) Tri-Cities is not a qualified nonprofit educational organization under the 

Commission’s Rules as required under Section 73.853(a)(1) of the Commission’s Rules (47 

C.F.R. § 73.853(a)(1)) (Petition at 1-2); (ii) Station WAWL-LP is not providing non-commercial 

programming in furtherance of its Educational Purpose (Petition at 5-8); and (iii) WAWL-LP has 

broadcast commercial advertisements in violation of Section 399b(b)(2) of the Communications 

Act.  47 C.F.R. § 399b(b)(2) (Petition at 2-5).  In support of its Petition, WGHN argues that Tri-

Cities’ original statement Educational Purpose was deficient and should not have been accepted 

by the Commission (Petition at 6); that WAWL-LP’s programming is not sufficiently 

“educational” based upon the livestreaming site “Online Radio Box” and WAWL-LP’s website 

(Petition at 6-7 and Exhibit 3); and (iii) attaches transcripts of Internet “livestreams” from 

“Online Radio Box” to claim that WAWL-FM broadcast over-the-air commercial advertising 

(Petition at 2-5 and Exhibit 1).     
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 As seen below, Tri-Cities remains fully qualified to be a Commission licensee.  

Moreover, none of the allegations raised by WGHN raise a prima facie case warranting the relief 

it seeks, namely denial of the pending application of WAWL-LP for renewal of license.   

Discussion 

Petitions to deny must, pursuant to Section 309(d) of the Act,2 provide properly 

supported allegations of fact that, if true, would establish a substantial and material question of 

fact that grant of the application would be prima facie inconsistent with Section 309(k) of the 

Act,3 which governs the Commission’s evaluation of an application for license renewal. 

Specifically, Section 309(k)(1) provides that the Commission is to grant a renewal application if, 

upon consideration of the application and pleadings, it can be found that: (1) the station has 

served the public interest, convenience, and necessity; (2) there have been no serious violations 

of the Act or the rules; and (3) there have been no other violations which, taken together, 

constitute a pattern of abuse."  47 U.S.C. § 309(k)(1).  If, however, the licensee fails to meet that 

standard, the Commission may deny the application - after notice and opportunity for a hearing 

under Section 309(e) of the Act - or grant the application "on terms and conditions that are 

appropriate, including a renewal for a term less than the maximum otherwise permitted."  47 

U.S.C. § 309(k)(2).   

In this case, WGHN provides no basis for even a hypothetical denial of license.  As noted 

above, only three bases are provided in WGHN’s Petition for denial of license: (i) alleged lack of 

qualification under Section 73.853(a)(1) (Petition at 1); (ii) alleged failure to provide proper 

 
2  47 U.S.C. § 309(e). 
 
3  47 U.S.C. § 309(k). See, e.g., WWOR-TV, Inc., 6 FCC Rcd 193, 197 n.10 (1990), aff'd sub nom. Garden 
State Broadcasting L.P. v. FCC, 996 F.2d 386 (D.C. Cir. 1993), rehearing denied (Sept. 10, 1993); Area Christian 
Television, Inc., 60 R.R.2d 862, 864 ¶ 6 (1986) (petitions to deny must contain adequate and specific factual 
allegations sufficient to warrant the relief requested). 
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programming (Petition at 5-8); and (iii) alleged commercialization by an NCE LPFM station 

(Petition at 2-5).  There is no evidence or else legal precedent to support any of these grounds.    

As to the first prong of attack, as noted above, at the time it filed its application, Tri-

Cities made a showing, that was accepted by the Commission, that the proposed station will be 

“used for the advancement of an educational program,” and attached as Exhibit 2 is a Certificate 

of Good Standing from the State of Michigan establishing that Tri-Cities Broadcasting 

Foundation remains a non-profit corporation.  Tri-Cities therefore remains a qualified non-profit 

organization as required under Section 73.853(a)(1) of the Commission’s Rules.  47 C.F.R.         

§ 73.853(a)(1).  WGHN’s attack on whether WAWL-LP programming as proposed in its 2013 

Educational Purpose qualifies it to be a NCE LPLM licensee is grossly untimely. As the record 

shows, at no time did WGHN ever file an opposition to Tri-Cities’ 2013 application for 

construction permit, and at no time did the Commission itself ever question the adequacy of the 

Educational Purpose ultimately approved by the Commission.  That approval is now final, and is 

not subject to question by WGHN at this late date. Therefore, WGHN’s argument in this regard 

is not an adequate basis for a renewal challenge.   

As to the second prong of attack, WGHN’s claims that WAWL-LP’s programming is not 

adequate to qualify it as a non-commercial educational LPFM station.  Petition at 6-7.  This also 

does not even hypothetically qualify as an actionable line of attack.  The Communications Act of 

1934, as amended, is clear: 

Nothing in this Act shall be understood or construed to give the Commission the power 
of censorship over the radio communications or signals transmitted by any radio station, 
and no regulation or condition shall be promulgated or fixed by the Commission which 
shall interfere with the right of free speech by means of radio communication. 

47 U.S.C. § 326.  As the Commission noted in response to other content-based renewal 

challenges: "A licensee has broad discretion - based on its right to free speech - to choose, in 
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good faith, the programming it believes serves the needs and interests of its community of 

license."4: "The Commission will not take adverse action on a license renewal application based 

upon the subjective determination ... as to what constitutes appropriate programming ."5  

Therefore, WGHN’s argument in this regard also is not an adequate basis for a renewal 

application challenge.   

As to the third prong of attack. while WGHN claims that the Commission should deny 

the WAWL-LP Renewal Application or designate it for hearing for alleged underwriting 

violations, WGHN does not cite any precedents where such sanctions have ever been imposed 

for underwriting violations.14  Indeed, it is settled law, and has long been such, that even 

hypothetically an underwriting violation is not ever grounds for a proper renewal challenge. 

Cesar Chavez Foundation, 33 FCC Rcd 4338, 4339-40, ¶ 3 (2018) (“we are not aware of…any 

precedents where [denials of a Renewal Applications] were imposed for underwriting 

violations”).  Therefore, WGHN’s third and final argument also is not an adequate basis for a 

renewal application challenge.   

In short, under no reading of Commission precedent can it be found that the WGHN 

Petition raises matters that even hypothetically constitute a “substantial and material question of 

fact” that grant of the application would be “prima facie inconsistent with Section 309(k) of the 

Act,” which governs the Commission’s evaluation of an application for license renewal.   47 

U.S.C. § 309(k). 

 
4  Pacifica Foundation, Inc., 31 FCC Rcd 13566 (2016) (citing Mr. Robert Meshanko, 22 FCC Rcd 4809, 
4810 (MB 2007); License Renewal Applications of Certain Commercial Radio Stations Serving Philadelphia, PA, 8 
FCC Rcd 6400, 6401 ¶ 7 (1993) (citing Time-Life Broad., Inc., 33 FCC 2d 1081, 1082 (1972), and Office of 
Communications of United Church of Christ v. FCC, 707 F.2d 1413 (D.C. Cir. 1983) (subsequent history omitted)). 
 
5  Saga Communications of New England, LLC - WBAE(AM), 23 FCC Rcd 11008, 11010 (2008) (citing 
WGBH Educational Foundation, 69 F.C.C.2d 1250 (1978)). 
 



6 
 

Additionally, facts also not do support its case.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is 

Declaration of Tri-Cities’ President, Eric Kaelin, which includes an exhaustive showing 

demonstrating the meritorious educational and other programming and service to the community 

performed for WAWL-LP over the last license term.   Exhibit 3.  Included therein are 

Issues/Programs lists for the last three years showing the educational and community 

programming presented on Station WAWL-LP (Attachments 6-8); acknowledgements from 

various civic and educational organizations thanking the station for its assistance in community 

endeavors (Attachments 11-23); and letters from educators and political organizations 

acknowledging the educational programming and services being provided by WAWL-LP.  

(Exhibit 3, Attachments 2, 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 24, and 25.  These include a Letter from the Associate 

Director, School of Communications, Grand Valley State University describing WAWL’s efforts 

and supporting the renewal of the WAWL-LP license before the FCC, in which he states: 

Please accept this letter as an enthusiastic endorsement of the educational mission of 
WAWL-LP in Grand Haven, MI, on the occasion of their license renewal filing. 
I serve as the internship coordinator for the Multimedia Journalism program at Grand 
Valley State University and have done so for the past five years. I can say without 
hesitation that the interns we send to work at WAWL come back among the best-
prepared young broadcasters in our program. The students are not merely “hanging out” 
in a radio station, nor are they given menial tasks to perform in exchange for college 
credit. The students that we send to work at WAWL are trained, critiqued, given a chance 
to exhibit their talents on air, and come back to our program energized to embark on 
careers in broadcasting or other communication-related careers. 

Speaking as a former broadcaster myself, I know the difficulty in maintaining a quality 
internship program. I had the task of supervising interns in positions in Chicago, IL; 
Grand Rapids, MI; Rockford, IL; and Davenport, IA. Interns take no small amount of 
“care and feeding” to make their experience valuable. Not all broadcasters commit to do 
this. I note particularly the statement raised in WGHN’s objection that asserts that “every 
radio station with an internship program could be classified as a NCE.” That would only 
be true if every radio station made a true commitment to train and educate the students 
working for them rather than merely exploiting them as free labor. Given the number of 
stations just in West Michigan where I no longer recommend that students obtain 
internships for this very reason, I can aver that no, it is not a common practice for radio 
stations to provide internships truly worthy of college credit. 



7 
 

Exhibit 3 at Attachment 2.  Also attached is a Letter from the Superintendent of Schools, Grand 

Haven Area Public Schools, which summarizes many of the activities and local area services that 

have been provided by Station WAWL-LP since its inception, in which he states: 

Please accept this letter of support regarding WAWL Community Radio and the 
important role it plays in the Grand Haven area community 
 
I have worked with and known Mr. Eric Kaelin for the past six (6) years during my 
tenure as Superintendent of Grand Haven Area Public Schools (GHAPS). During that 
time, I have found WAWL and Eric to be highly engaged members of the Grand Haven 
community. WAWL makes it explicitly clear in all interactions that they are servants to 
our community to share and educate about all that happens across all sectors. 

For our public schools, WAWL provides a free weekly spot called the Grand Haven 
Schools Highlights Show. Each week, the district invites a guest to share and highlight 
initiatives and programs throughout our schools. This opportunity educates our 
community on what education looks like today and broadens taxpayers’ understanding of 
how public funds are being leveraged to support student growth and success. 
Additionally, WAWL actively broadcasts every possible school sporting event and 
multiple music concerts. This is not limited to high profile sports like football and boys 
basketball, rather WAWL has provided broadcast of nearly every sport offered by 
GHAPS. The music concerts that are broadcast have regularly been sold out thus 
providing access to families and community members that would otherwise not have 
access. 

As a leader, Eric makes it clear that GHAPS has an “open mic” for whenever there is a 
need to inform and educate the community. Most recently, throughout the pandemic, 
WAWL broadcast our 2020 Commencement Ceremony. This event was a drive-in event 
limited to one vehicle per graduate. Knowing that we traditionally have over 3000 guests 
at our commencement ceremony, WAWL’s broadcast (both locally and via the internet) 
provided access to countless family members and friends right here in Grand Haven and 
across our country and the world. Similarly, WAWL has interviewed me weekly 
throughout the pandemic to provide necessary updates to our families and community 
regarding access to food, changes to learning structures, and future plans. WAWL is the 
only organization (specifically radio, print media, or electronic media) that has provided 
this opportunity on such a regular basis. I believe it has been invaluable in keeping our 
community informed. 

Again, WAWL Community Radio has become an essential part of the Grand Haven area 
community since its inception in 2014. We fully support its continued license with the 
FCC as a necessary part of keeping our community strong. 

Exhibit 3 at Attachment 9.  Station WAWL-LP also clearly serves the needs and interests of the 

community.  As Jeff Hawke, Director of Public Safety, City of Grand Haven states in relevant part: 
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Please accept this letter in full support of our local non-profit community radio station, 
FM 103.5 in Grand Haven. 
 
Since launching the station, Erik Kaelin has worked tirelessly (sometimes around the 
clock) to take non-profit educational broadcasting to the next level of excellence. FM 
103.5 WAWL has become part of the fabric of our community and I can't imagine not 
having this important resource in the Tri-cities area. 
 
FM 103.5 WAWL provides the ability for the Grand Haven Department of Public Safety 
to broadcast real time emergency instructions and information to the entire community, 
even during times of power outages. This is made possible by a unique partnership 
between the City of Grand Haven and the radio station. Because of Erik's dedication and 
dependability, the City of Grand Haven purchased and installed two natural gas 
generators at WAWL to ensure that the station has power during emergencies. Erik has 
been instrumental in providing up to date information to the public during several critical 
incidents… 
  *  *  *  * 
Educational topics broadcasted include a focus on fire safety, winter weather driving tips, 
suggestions for parents with assisting teen drivers, home security, emergency medical 
information including signs of heart attack and stroke, home preparedness for major 
emergencies (Grand Haven Prepared Initiative), and tips for senior citizens to avoid 
becoming the victim of scams. 
 
Many members of our community look forward to hearing the annual live and on location 
broadcast from our department fire prevention open house. Fire safety information is the 
focus of the broadcast. 

WAWL is an important part of our community and provides listeners a personal and 
unparalleled connection to everything that is Grand Haven. 
 

Exhibit 3 at Attachment 10.  Finally, Station WAWL-LP is supported by the State of Michigan Senate.  

Attached to the Declaration is a letter from State Senator Roger Victory of the State of Michigan 

Senate, in which he states: 

I write this letter in support of WAWL Community Radio and the educational 
programming it provides to the Grand Haven, Michigan community. 

I began working with Mr. Eric Kaelin at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. He 
proactively reached out to my office to arrange a weekly on-air talk about current events 
that are going on in state government. As the State Senator for Ottawa County this was 
instrumental for ensuring that educational news was being shared with our community. 

Over the past 6 months I have been able to easily and consistently update the good people 
of Grand Haven on the ever-changing landscape that 2020 has brought us, thanks to 
WAWL Community Radio. To highlight a few of the important topics that we have 
discussed on-air: Unemployment, Food Supply Chain issues, Agriculture issues, State 
lawsuits, High Water Erosion, COVID-19 updates, and so much more. 
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I respectfully request that WAWL Community Radio be granted a renewal of its license 
with the FCC. WAWL is a part-of the-community and should be allowed-to continue as 
such.   Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 Exhibit 3 at Attachment 25.   

 In short, even if the Bureau were to engage in a review of programming in a manner not 

permitted under current law and policy6, it can and would be found that WAWL-LP is fully 

complying with its original Educational Purpose as filed and approved by the Commission and is 

at the very pinnacle of providing appropriate educational and public interest programming that 

serves the community.    

 Finally, WGHN devotes a considerable portion of its Petition claiming that WAWL-LP 

has engaged in improper commercial advertising upon broadcast station WAWL-LP.  Petition at 

2-5.  However, WGHN provides no transcript of ANY over-the-air announcements that it has 

heard, and instead states that it has “recorded the livestreams of programming” (Petition, Exhibit 

2 (Declaration of Wendy Hart) evidently from “the livestreaming site Online Radio Box” that is 

relied upon by WGHN for information concerning WAWL-LP.  Petition at 7.  See also, Petition 

at 3 (“these spots were recorded by WGHN personnel from the livestreams of broadcasts of 

WAWL-LP on various days….and were then transcribed”).  The FCC, however, does not 

regulate Internet “streaming” programming or advertising.   See, e.g., FCC “The Public and 

Broadcasting” (August 2019 Edition) at 7 (“we also do not regulation information provided over 

the Internet…”); FCC Regulatory Free Arena, https://www.fcc.gov/news-

events/blog/2018/06/01/fcc-regulatory-free-arena.   Thus, the transcripts of “livestreaming” 

 
6  47 U.S.C. § 326; Pacifica Foundation, Inc., 31 FCC Rcd 13566 (2016) (citing Mr. Robert Meshanko, 22 
FCC Rcd 4809, 4810 (MB 2007); License Renewal Applications of Certain Commercial Radio Stations Serving 
Philadelphia, PA, 8 FCC Rcd 6400, 6401 ¶ 7 (1993) (citing Time-Life Broad., Inc., 33 FCC 2d 1081, 1082 (1972), 
and Office of Communications of United Church of Christ v. FCC, 707 F.2d 1413 (D.C. Cir. 1983) (subsequent 
history omitted)). 

https://www.fcc.gov/news-events/blog/2018/06/01/fcc-regulatory-free-arena
https://www.fcc.gov/news-events/blog/2018/06/01/fcc-regulatory-free-arena
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Internet programming provides no basis for FCC action through i.e., denial of a license renewal 

as requested by WGHN7, or even imposition of a forfeiture.   

 Under Commission precedent, the FCC offers a great deal of latitude in the good faith 

judgment of broadcasters in ensuring that announcements broadcast by an NCE station are not 

promotional in nature. Xavier University, 5 FCC Rcd 4920, 4921 (1990) (“We recognize that it 

may be difficult to distinguish at times between announcements that promote and those that 

identify. We only expect our public broadcast licensees to exercise their reasonable, good faith 

judgments in this regard'').   In this regard, as explained by Eric Kaelin, President of Tri-Cities: 

I limit the number of over-the-air underwriting announcements broadcast on WAWL-LP 
each hour.  At our peak we have run four underwriting messages at the top and the 
bottom of the hour for about 4 minutes per hour during the day between 6:00 am and 
12:00 am.  At night, between 12:30 am and 5:30 am we run two underwriting messages at 
both the top and two at bottom of the hour for a total of two minutes per hour at night.   

The underwriting announcements are from local businesses, seeking to support their local 
community station and our programming.  I am fully aware of the limitations that must be 
abided by under restrictions established by the FCC.  I don’t usually cold call potential 
underwriters to this station.  Many times, it’s either a discussion that begins at an event 
we are at or them reaching out to me to see about coming on with us.  I always tell the 
underwriters that if you are going to be a part of this station, it’s because you believe in 
our mission and not about sales.  For underwriting announcements to be broadcast over-
the-air, the contract entered into with underwriters specifically states: 

Radio Station WAWL is licensed to Grand Haven, MI. and is authorized by the 
Federal Communication Commission to operate its noncommercial broadcast 
station on an assigned frequency of 103.5 MHz.  The licensee of the Station is 
the Tri-Cities Broadcasting Foundation Inc.  Pursuant to the rules and regulations 
of the FCC, the parties to this agreement acknowledge that the Station is 
permitted to broadcast underwriting announcements from for-profit entities, but 
is not permitted to broadcast commercial advertisements by for-profit entities. 

When necessary, it is explained to underwriters that for announcements broadcast over-
the-air on Station WAWL-LP, the underwriting announcement may not promote the 
product, services, or facilities of for-profit entities, and may not contain price 
information; comparative or qualitative promotional descriptions; or calls to action, but 
may contain corporate slogans, a brief listing of products and services, value neutral 
descriptions of a company and its products and services, and telephone and location 

 
7  Cesar Chavez Foundation, 33 FCC Rcd 4338, 4339-40, ¶ 3 (2018) (“we are not aware of…any precedents 
where [denials of a Renewal Applications] were imposed for underwriting violations”). 
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information.  I limit the number of listings of products or services to that permitted by 
guidelines indicated by FCC rulings, and to keep underwriting announcements generally 
short, i.e., no more than 30-40 seconds in length.  I write underwriting copy myself, and 
ask legal counsel to review underwriting spots on a periodic basis.  In this way, it is my 
goal to ensure that underwriting spots broadcast over WAWL-LP meet FCC guidelines.  

Exhibit 3 at 6-7.  Although WGHN speculates that the announcements broadcast over WAWL-

LP itself are excessively promotional (Petition at 4); are “longer than necessary” (Petition at 5);  

have aired “up to 448 times” (Petition at 5); and accuses WAWL-LP of merely “dress[ing] up the 

announcements as enhanced underwriting identification” (Petition at 5), the reality of the 

situation is that all underwriting announcements and policies adopted by Tri-Cities and broadcast 

by WAWL-LP are well within the limitations imposed upon it by the Commission; underwriting 

announcements are brief (“30-40 seconds in length”) and infrequent (“[a]t our peak we have run 

four underwriting messages at the top and the bottom of the hour for about 4 minutes per hour 

during the day between 6:00 am and 12:00 am.  At night, between 12:30 am and 5:30 am we run 

two underwriting messages at both the top and two at bottom of the hour for a total of two 

minutes per hour at night.”) and, in light of WGHN’s total failure to provide appropriate 

evidence to the contrary of its claims, its unsupported allegations and speculations should be 

rejected.8     

Conclusion 

 Following review of WGHN’s presentation, it should be quite clear that WGHN has 

essentially no clear understanding of the true nature and extent of WAWL-LP’s meritorious 

programming and its value to the Community of Grand Haven, and has absolutely no first-hand 

familiarity with the nature of WAWL-LP’s non-commercial programming and underwriting 

 
8  The Commission has declined to adopt quantitative timing and message frequency limitations in light of the 
effectiveness of extant deterrents. See Commission Policy Concerning the Noncommercial Nature of Educational 
Broadcast Stations, 86 F.C.C.2d 141, 156 ¶ 38 (1981) (finding that quantitative timing and message frequency 
limitations were unnecessary); WNYE-TV, 7 FCC Rcd 6864, 6865 (MMB 1992). 
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efforts.  Section 309(k)(1) of the Communications Act provides that the Commission is to grant 

the WAWL-LP renewal application if, upon consideration of the application and pleadings, it 

can be found that: (1) the station has served the public interest, convenience, and necessity; (2) 

there have been no serious violations of the Act or the rules; and (3) there have been no other 

violations which, taken together, constitute a pattern of abuse."   47 U.S.C. § 309(k)(1).  Based 

upon Commission precedent, the totality of the facts presented by Tri-Cities, and the total lack of 

legal and factual basis for the presentation provided by WGHN, it is clear that WAWL-LP meets 

all of these requisites, and therefore, the Petition submitted by WGHN, Inc. for denial of the 

WAWL-LP license must be denied. 

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that the Petition to Deny filed by WGHN, 

Inc. be denied.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
TRI-CITIES BROADCASTING  
 FOUNDATION 
 
By: ___/Dan J. Alpert/___________  
     Dan J. Alpert 
 
Its Attorney 

The Law Office of Dan J. Alpert 
2120 N. 21st Rd. 
Arlington, VA 22201 
703-243-8690        
 
September 30, 2020 
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This is to Certify That  
 

 
 

 
corporation is validly in existence under the laws of this state. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This certificate is issued pursuant to the provisions of 1982 PA 162 to attest to the fact that the corporation 
is in good standing in Michigan as of this date and is duly authorized to conduct affairs in Michigan and for 
no other purpose. 
 
 
 
This certificate is in due form, made by me as the proper officer, and is entitled to have full faith and credit 
given it in every court and office within the United States. 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand,  

 

  

 
 

 

 Linda Clegg, Interim Director

Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau

TRI-CITIES BROADCASTING FOUNDATION, INC.TRI-CITIES BROADCASTING FOUNDATION, INC.TRI-CITIES BROADCASTING FOUNDATION, INC.TRI-CITIES BROADCASTING FOUNDATION, INC.

in the City of Lansing, this 30th day of September , 2020.

was validly Incorporated on November 13 , 2013 as a Michigan nonprofit corporation, and said

Certificate Number: 20093879610

Verify this certificate at: URL to eCertificate Verification Search http://www.michigan.gov/corpverifycertificate.



Exhibit 3



 

DECLARATION 

 I, Eric Kaelin, hereby state as follows: 

1. I am President of Tri-Cities Broadcasting Foundation (“Tri-Cities”), licensee of 
Station WAWL-LP, Grand Haven, MI, Facility No. 196109. 

 
2. Tri-Cities submitted its application for a new low-power FM station on November 

13, 2013.  The application was granted on January 11, 2014, and began operation several months 
later.  When we started operations with this radio station in July of 2014, we had a dream that we 
could make a difference in the Grand Haven, Michigan area and help educate, inform, and give 
those a voice in the Tri-Cities (Grand Haven, Spring Lake and Ferrysburg) area.  Also, from the 
outset, we had a goal of helping young broadcasters hone their skills, not only on the air, but in 
how a station runs on a daily basis, including the things they don’t teach you in college such as 
meeting listeners and underwriters and learning how to pull off a successful event such as 
summer concerts, fundraisers or high school/youth sporting and music events.  Most of those 
things are not taught in college which actually helps them land a job after they graduate.  As 
described in a newspaper story from the Grand Haven Tribune: 

 
WAWL is joining forces with leaders from Grand Haven High School, Muskegon 
Community College and Grand Valley State University to teach all avenues of such a 
career path, from marketing and financial aspects to the art of being on the air. 
 
“We're not in a ratings war — we're not in competition,” Kaelin said. “We're going to 
train new broadcasters and give them a chance to really get on the air. If we can train 
them properly, they'll actually be very marketable when they come out.” 
Kaelin said being on the air is just a small portion of a radio career. 
 
“We're going to teach you how to sell, how to set up a remote, how to put together a promotion, 
how to deal with people, how to answer the phone,” he said. “There are a lot of basic things that 
get lost in the cracks when people want to be on the radio.” 
 

Attachment 1 (“Tri-cities gets a new radio voice”), Grand Haven Tribune, August 7, 2014.   
 
3. Station WAWL-LP therefore utilizes interns on a regular basis (except in recent 

time, due to restriction placed upon us by the University as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic).  
It is with those goals in mind that I focus so hard on teaching interns those skills, along with 
allowing the interns to pull a 2-3 hour board shift several times per week while coaching them 
on-air.  Attached is a Letter from the Associate Director, School of Communications, Grand 
Valley State University describing our efforts and supporting the renewal of our license before 
the FCC, in which he states: 
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Please accept this letter as an enthusiastic endorsement of the educational mission of 
WAWL-LP in Grand Haven, MI, on the occasion of their license renewal filing. 

I serve as the internship coordinator for the Multimedia Journalism program at Grand 
Valley State University and have done so for the past five years. I can say without 
hesitation that the interns we send to work at WAWL come back among the best-
prepared young broadcasters in our program. The students are not merely “hanging out” 
in a radio station, nor are they given menial tasks to perform in exchange for college 
credit. The students that we send to work at WAWL are trained, critiqued, given a chance 
to exhibit their talents on air, and come back to our program energized to embark on 
careers in broadcasting or other communication-related careers. 

Speaking as a former broadcaster myself, I know the difficulty in maintaining a quality 
internship program. I had the task of supervising interns in positions in Chicago, IL; 
Grand Rapids, MI; Rockford, IL; and Davenport, IA. Interns take no small amount of 
“care and feeding” to make their experience valuable. Not all broadcasters commit to do 
this. I note particularly the statement raised in WGHN’s objection that asserts that “every 
radio station with an internship program could be classified as a NCE.” That would only 
be true if every radio station made a true commitment to train and educate the students 
working for them rather than merely exploiting them as free labor. Given the number of 
stations just in West Michigan where I no longer recommend that students obtain 
internships for this very reason, I can aver that no, it is not a common practice for radio 
stations to provide internships truly worthy of college credit. 

Attachment 2.  See also, Attachment 3 (Letter from Sid Disbrow, M.A., D.C., Chiropractic 
Physician).  In addition to the activities described above, WAWL-LP has been a Presenter at 
Lakeshore Middle School and Grand Haven Area Public Schools Career Days.  Attachments 4 
and 5. 

4. In addition, Station WAWL-LP provides a high level of service to the local 
community.  Station WAWL-LP broadcasts 17 local newscasts per day, seven days a week; 
interviews with local leaders nearly every day; coverage of over 100 high school/youth sporting 
events (pre-COVID-19) a year; local music shows and history shows; and special reports on the 
latest information available on COVID-19 and how that is affecting our schools and community. 
Copies of the issues/programs lists I have compiled listing significant community programming 

that has been broadcast over the past 3 years is attached as Attachments 6-8.  I’ve made myself 
available 24/7 to the Director of Public Safety for any breaking news, severe weather, power 
outages and traffic updates since we began. There have been several times that I’m at the studio 
at 2:00 am providing severe weather updates while other stations just run the EAS once and 
figure that’s good enough.   Attached is a Letter from the Superintendent of Schools, Grand 
Haven Area Public Schools, which summarizes many of the activities and local area services that 
have been provided by Station WAWL-LP since its inception: 

Please accept this letter of support regarding WAWL Community Radio and the 
important role it plays in the Grand Haven area community 
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I have worked with and known Mr. Eric Kaelin for the past six (6) years during my 
tenure as Superintendent of Grand Haven Area Public Schools (GHAPS). During that 
time, I have found WAWL and Eric to be highly engaged members of the Grand Haven 
community. WAWL makes it explicitly clear in all interactions that they are servants to 
our community to share and educate about all that happens across all sectors. 

For our public schools, WAWL provides a free weekly spot called the Grand Haven 
Schools Highlights Show. Each week, the district invites a guest to share and highlight 
initiatives and programs throughout our schools. This opportunity educates our 
community on what education looks like today and broadens taxpayers’ understanding of 
how public funds are being leveraged to support student growth and success. 
Additionally, WAWL actively broadcasts every possible school sporting event and 
multiple music concerts. This is not limited to high profile sports like football and boys 
basketball, rather WAWL has provided broadcast of nearly every sport offered by 
GHAPS. The music concerts that are broadcast have regularly been sold out thus 
providing access to families and community members that would otherwise not have 
access. 

As a leader, Eric makes it clear that GHAPS has an “open mic” for whenever there is a 
need to inform and educate the community. Most recently, throughout the pandemic, 
WAWL broadcast our 2020 Commencement Ceremony. This event was a drive-in event 
limited to one vehicle per graduate. Knowing that we traditionally have over 3000 guests 
at our commencement ceremony, WAWL’s broadcast (both locally and via the internet) 
provided access to countless family members and friends right here in Grand Haven and 
across our country and the world. Similarly, WAWL has interviewed me weekly 
throughout the pandemic to provide necessary updates to our families and community 
regarding access to food, changes to learning structures, and future plans. WAWL is the 
only organization (specifically radio, print media, or electronic media) that has provided 
this opportunity on such a regular basis. I believe it has been invaluable in keeping our 
community informed. 

Again, WAWL Community Radio has become an essential part of the Grand Haven area 
community since its inception in 2014. We fully support its continued license with the 
FCC as a necessary part of keeping our community strong. 

Attachment 9.   I’ve worked at bigger full-service stations that can’t come close to the attention 
to community needs that we provide to this community. 

5. The reaction we have received from the community in support of our community 
efforts has been tremendous.  The Grand Haven Department of Public Safety recognizes the 
effort and value of the services provided by Station WAWL-LP, and has offered its support in 
favor of the renewal of our FCC license, stating: 

 
Please accept this letter in full support of our local non-profit community radio station, 
FM 103.5 in Grand Haven. 
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Since launching the station, Erik Kaelin has worked tirelessly (sometimes around the 
clock) to take non-profit educational broadcasting to the next level of excellence. FM 
103.5 WAWL has become part of the fabric of our community and I can't imagine not 
having this important resource in the Tri-cities area. 
 
FM 103.5 WAWL provides the ability for the Grand Haven Department of Public Safety 
to broadcast real time emergency instructions and information to the entire community, 
even during times of power outages. This is made possible by a unique partnership 
between the City of Grand Haven and the radio station. Because of Erik's dedication and 
dependability, the City of Grand Haven purchased and installed two natural gas 
generators at WAWL to ensure that the station has power during emergencies. Erik has 
been instrumental in providing up to date information to the public during several critical 
incidents, including: 

 
 Attack on United States Coast Guard Station Grand Haven (At the time, believed to 
involve explosives) 
 
 Straight line wind storm causing extensive damage, power outages, and a fatality 
 
 Traffic emergencies involving malfunctions with the US-31 Drawbridge at Grand Haven 
 
 Estimated repair times for many power outages 
 
 Road closures due to structure fires, flooding, and other emergencies 

In addition to the emergency management component, the Grand Haven Department of 
Public Safety has partnered with WAWL during the last 6 years to provide a wide variety 
of educational information and programming. 
 
Educational topics broadcasted include a focus on fire safety, winter weather driving tips, 
suggestions for parents with assisting teen drivers, home security, emergency medical 
information including signs of heart attack and stroke, home preparedness for major 
emergencies (Grand Haven Prepared Initiative), and tips for senior citizens to avoid 
becoming the victim of scams. 
 
Many members of our community look forward to hearing the annual live and on location 
broadcast from our department fire prevention open house. Fire safety information is the 
focus of the broadcast. 
 
WAWL is an important part of our community and provides listeners a personal and 
unparalleled connection to everything that is Grand Haven. 

Attachment 10.   

6. The City of Grand Haven credits WAWL-LP in helping increase local awareness 
of governmental, school, and civic activities in the Grand haven area through its “broadcast of 
public meetings, high school sports, club sports, local music scene, detail on emergency weather 



5 
 

conditions and complete news on all local activities” which are broadcast daily on Station 
WAWL-LP.  Attachment 11.  Spread the Music Foundation d/b/a Walk the Beat is an 
organization dedicated to helping children becoming involved with music. Station WAWL-LP 
has participated in its events.  Attachment 12 is a letter from the founder of Spread the Music 
Foundation acknowledging WAWL-LP’s participation and success with respect to its events.   
See also Attachments 13 and 14.  Thank you cards acknowledging my and WAWL-LP’s activity 
in the community during WAWL-LP’s first license term have been received from organizations 
such as Grand Haven Athletics (Attachment 15), Grand Haven Aviation Association 
(Attachment 16), Grand Haven High School (Attachment 17), Salvation Army (Attachment 18), 
the United States Coast Guard (Attachment 19), St. Patrick St Anthony Parish (Attachment 20), 
the Grand Haven Coast Guard Festival (Attachment 21), the Grand Haven Eagles (Attachment 
22), and the North Ottawa Community Health System (Attachment 23).  

  
7. The Grand Haven-based North Ottawa Community Health System also supports 

the renewal of Station WAWL-LP.  Jennifer Van Skiver, Chief Communications Officer and 
Director of External Affairs for North Ottawa Community Health System states: 

 
In my tenure at NOCHS, now more than a decade, I have been privileged to work with a number 
of organizations that understand the need for and impact of local access to health care. Our 
partners have found creative ways to leverage their own platform to further our mission. On our 
behalf, they share our good works, timely information, and educational expertise, lending 
credibility to our messaging through their endorsement, which increases engagement. They also 
provide grassroots input that helps us shape and improve our work. Here at NOCHS, we believe 
this special community culture is a key reason why our community, and the county in which it 
sits, have been consistently ranked as the healthiest in the State of Michigan. 
 
Clearly, our community has set high expectations for its corporate citizenship. That said, there is 
a small subset of organizations here that live in even more rarified air. WAWL Radio is among 
them. 
 
WAWL Radio is a hyper-local informational touchstone for our community. Its owner, Eric 
Kaelin, operates as a one-man band with enviable energy and passion for his hometown. He has 
cultivated strong relationships with myriad public services, such as NOCHS, proactively seeking 
our voices to inform citizens about what's happening here, and to localize national headlines. He 
manages a number of signature special events that rally the community around important causes 
and in fellowship. And he passionately covers student sports (all sports, not just the revenue 
generators) in a way that brings honor to all our athletes — winners or not. 
 
But it is the recent experience navigating the pandemic that has truly brought the enormous 
impact of WAWL Radio into focus for me. During the past six months Eric re-created his format 
to routinely include the expertise of public safety, health care, public health, educators, first 
responders, historians, municipal and business leaders, as well as area safety-net organizations to 
present a daily pipeline of information that is contextualized, vetted and reliable. I have received 
extremely positive feedback regarding my interviews on WAWL Radio from all industry sectors 
and the general public. People are listening. More to the point, they are learning. 
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As a non-profit entity, we rely heavily on partners like WAWL to help us permeate the 
community with information that saves lives. We can think of no greater service than an informed 
citizenry. 
 
It is our sincere hope that WAWL Radio will be allowed to continue its work of amplifying the 
education and information we and other public services provide, which is an identifiable part of 
what makes Grand Haven a safe and welcoming place to visit and call home. 

Attachment 24.   

8. Finally, attached hereto is a letter from State Senator Roger Victory of the State of 
Michigan Senate, in which he states: 

I write this letter in support of WAWL Community Radio and the educational 
programming it provides to the Grand Haven, Michigan community. 

I began working with Mr. Eric Kaelin at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. He 
proactively reached out to my office to arrange a weekly on-air talk about current events 
that are going on in state government. As the State Senator for Ottawa County this was 
instrumental for ensuring that educational news was being shared with our community. 

Over the past 6 months I have been able to easily and consistently update the good people 
of Grand Haven on the ever-changing landscape that 2020 has brought us, thanks to 
WAWL Community Radio. To highlight a few of the important topics that we have 
discussed on-air: Unemployment, Food Supply Chain issues, Agriculture issues, State 
lawsuits, High Water Erosion, COVID-19 updates, and so much more. 

I respectfully request that WAWL Community Radio be granted a renewal of its license 
with the FCC. WAWL is a part-of the-community and should be allowed-to continue as 
such.   Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 Attachment 25.   

9. In general, Grand Haven is a wonderful community, and community support has 
been overwhelming.  As seen in the attached, the Community of Grand Haven even rallied and 
pitched in at the Station when I lost my voice for several days late last year.  Attachment 26 
(“It’s humbling and it’s flattering,” The Grand Haven Tribune, December 13, 2019).   

   
10. As is permitted, Station WAWL-LP broadcasts underwriting announcements to 

finance its operations.  Announcements are broadcast over our Internet streaming feed, as well as 
over the air on WAWL-LP. We also offer advertising availabilities on our Web Site.   

 
11. I limit the number of over-the-air underwriting announcements broadcast on 

WAWL-LP each hour.  At our peak we have run four underwriting messages at the top and the 
bottom of the hour for about 4 minutes per hour during the day between 6:00 am and 7:00 pm.  
At night, between 7:00 pm and 5:30 am we run two underwriting messages at both the top and 
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two at bottom of the hour for a total of two minutes per hour at night.  This month we’ve been 
running two at the top and two at the bottom of the hour for the most part. 

 
12. The underwriting announcements are predominantly from local businesses, 

seeking to support their local community station and our programming.  I am fully aware of the 
limitations that must be abided by under restrictions established by the FCC.  I don’t usually cold 
call potential underwriters to this station.  Many times, it’s either a discussion that begins at an 
event we are at or them reaching out to me to see about coming on with us.  I always tell the 
underwriters that if you are going to be a part of this station, it’s because you believe in our 
mission and not about sales.  For underwriting announcements to be broadcast over-the-air, the 
contract entered into with underwriters specifically states: 

 
Radio Station WAWL is licensed to Grand Haven, MI. and is authorized by the Federal 
Communication Commission to operate its noncommercial broadcast station on an 
assigned frequency of 103.5 MHz.  The licensee of the Station is the Tri-Cities 
Broadcasting Foundation Inc.  Pursuant to the rules and regulations of the FCC, the 
parties to this agreement acknowledge that the Station is permitted to broadcast 
underwriting announcements from for-profit entities, but is not permitted to broadcast 
commercial advertisements by for-profit entities. 
 

When necessary, it is explained to underwriters that for announcements broadcast over-the-air on 
Station WAWL-LP, the underwriting announcement may not promote the product, services, or 
facilities of for-profit entities, and may not contain price information; comparative or qualitative 
promotional descriptions; or calls to action, but may contain corporate slogans, a brief listing of 
products and services, value neutral descriptions of a company and its products and services, and 
telephone and location information.  I limit the number of listings of products or services to that 
permitted by guidelines indicated by FCC rulings, and to keep underwriting announcements 
generally short, i.e., no more than 30-40 seconds in length.  I write underwriting copy myself, 
and ask legal counsel to review underwriting spots on a periodic basis.  In this way, it is my goal 
to ensure that underwriting spots broadcast over WAWL-LP meet FCC guidelines.  

13. I am passionate and dedicated to operating an LPFM Station that embodies the 
FCC’s vision for valuable community radio that serves the public. 
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https://www.grandhaventribune.com/news/tri-cities-gets-new-radio-voice/article_894ca3a5-4c5c-53c1-

b40b-73b800773f2b.html

Tri-Cities gets new radio voice

Marie Havenga

Aug 7, 2014

Eric Kaelin, a former general manager of Grand Haven radio station WGHN, launched WAWL-LP

Tribune photo/Marie Havenga: Eric and Amanda Kaelin, founders of WAWL-LP (103.5 FM), are surrounded by (left to right) Floyd

Fonte, secretary of the Tri-Cities Broadcasting Foundation; Dave Palmer of Walk the Beat; Len O'Kelly, visiting professor of

broadcasting and faculty advisor for Grand Valley State University’s student-run radio; and Dale Nesbary, president of Muskegon

Community College.

Tri-Cities gets new radio voice | News | grandhaventribune.com https://www.grandhaventribune.com/news/tri-cities-gets-new-radio-voice...
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The call letters represent the names of Kaelin’s wife and children. The low-power station

broadcasts live community radio from a building immediately east of Rycenga Lumber at 1097

Jackson St.

Kaelin said the new classic rock listening choice is no competition for WGHN because it only has

a range of about seven miles and its mission is on an entirely different frequency. He said WAWL

is a nonprofit entity, focused on training high school and college students in various aspects of a

broadcasting career.

WAWL is joining forces with leaders from Grand Haven High School, Muskegon Community

College and Grand Valley State University to teach all avenues of such a career path, from

marketing and financial aspects to the art of being on the air.

“We're not in a ratings war — we're not in competition,” Kaelin said. “We're going to train new

broadcasters and give them a chance to really get on the air. If we can train them properly, they'll

actually be very marketable when they come out.”

Kaelin said being on the air is just a small portion of a radio career.

“We're going to teach you how to sell, how to set up a remote, how to put together a promotion,

how to deal with people, how to answer the phone,” he said. “There are a lot of basic things that

get lost in the cracks when people want to be on the radio.”

Students aren't the only ones who will get exposure through WAWL. Local music enthusiast and

Walk the Beat director Dave Palmer is partnering with the station to feature local bands.

“We've been trying to get something like this going for several years,” Palmer said. “West

Michigan has some renowned musicians who still can't get heard on the radio. We'll do interviews

mixed with music. It's a fantastic opportunity.”

WAWL also features local news, sports, weather and traffic updates.

Kaelin is the station’s general manager and serves as president of the Tri-Cities Broadcasting

Foundation, which operates the station. His wife, Amanda, is the foundation’s vice president and

Floyd Fonte is secretary.

Tri-Cities gets new radio voice | News | grandhaventribune.com https://www.grandhaventribune.com/news/tri-cities-gets-new-radio-voice...
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Even though WAWL's output is only 100 watts, the station can be heard around the world through

its website, 1035wawl.com.

Read the complete story in today’s print or e-edition of the Grand Haven Tribune.
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September 3, 2020 
 
RE: WAWL-LP License Renewal 
 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
Please accept this letter as an enthusiastic endorsement of the educational mission of WAWL-LP in 
Grand Haven, MI, on the occasion of their license renewal filing.  
 
I serve as the internship coordinator for the Multimedia Journalism program at Grand Valley State 
University and have done so for the past five years. I can say without hesitation that the interns we 
send to work at WAWL come back among the best-prepared young broadcasters in our program. 
The students are not merely “hanging out” in a radio station, nor are they given menial tasks to 
perform in exchange for college credit. The students that we send to work at WAWL are trained, 
critiqued, given a chance to exhibit their talents on air, and come back to our program energized to 
embark on careers in broadcasting or other communication-related careers.  
 
Speaking as a former broadcaster myself, I know the difficulty in maintaining a quality internship 
program. I had the task of supervising interns in positions in Chicago, IL; Grand Rapids, MI; 
Rockford, IL; and Davenport, IA. Interns take no small amount of “care and feeding” to make their 
experience valuable. Not all broadcasters commit to do this. I note particularly the statement 
raised in WGHN’s objection that asserts that “every radio station with an internship program 
could be classified as a NCE.” That would only be true if every radio station made a true 
commitment to train and educate the students working for them rather than merely exploiting 
them as free labor. Given the number of stations just in West Michigan where I no longer 
recommend that students obtain internships for this very reason, I can aver that no, it is not a 
common practice for radio stations to provide internships truly worthy of college credit.  
 
I am happy to provide more examples and specifics of the valuable lessons that Grand Valley State 
University students have learned working under the tutelage of Eric Kaelin and the crew at 
WAWL-LP. Please feel free to contact me by e-mail at okellyle@gvsu.edu or by phone at (616) 331-
8174. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Len O’Kelly, PhD 
Associate Director, School of Communications 
Grand Valley State University 
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September 2, 2020 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Please accept this letter of support regarding WAWL Community Radio and the important role it plays in                 
the Grand Haven area community 
 
I have worked with and known Mr. Eric Kaelin for the past six (6) years during my tenure as                   
Superintendent of Grand Haven Area Public Schools (GHAPS). During that time, I have found WAWL and                
Eric to be highly engaged members of the Grand Haven community. WAWL makes it explicitly clear in all                  
interactions that they are servants to our community to share and educate about all that happens across                 
all sectors. 
 
For our public schools, WAWL provides a free weekly spot called the Grand Haven Schools Highlights                
Show. Each week, the district invites a guest to share and highlight initiatives and programs throughout                
our schools. This opportunity educates our community on what education looks like today and broadens               
taxpayers’ understanding of how public funds are being leveraged to support student growth and success.               
Additionally, WAWL actively broadcasts every possible school sporting event and multiple music            
concerts. This is not limited to high profile sports like football and boys basketball, rather WAWL has                 
provided broadcast of nearly every sport offered by GHAPS. The music concerts that are broadcast have                
regularly been sold out thus providing access to families and community members that would otherwise               
not have access.  
 
As a leader, Eric makes it clear that GHAPS has an “open mic” for whenever there is a need to inform                     
and educate the community. Most recently, throughout the pandemic, WAWL broadcast our 2020             
Commencement Ceremony. This event was a drive-in event limited to one vehicle per graduate. Knowing               
that we traditionally have over 3000 guests at our commencement ceremony, WAWL’s broadcast (both              
locally and via the internet) provided access to countless family members and friends right here in Grand                 
Haven and across our country and the world. Similarly, WAWL has interviewed me weekly throughout the                
pandemic to provide necessary updates to our families and community regarding access to food, changes               
to learning structures, and future plans. WAWL is the only organization (specifically radio, print media, or                
electronic media) that has provided this opportunity on such a regular basis. I believe it has been                 
invaluable in keeping our community informed.  
 
Again, WAWL Community Radio has become an essential part of the Grand Haven area community since                
its inception in 2014. We fully support its continued license with the FCC as a necessary part of keeping                   
our community strong. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Ingall 
Superintendent of Schools 
Grand Haven Area Public Schools 

www.ghaps.org 
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f, North Ottawa Community
..) HeaIth System

September 3, 2020

To Whom It May Concern,

I am the Chief Communications Officer and Director of External Affairs for Grand Haven, Mich.-based North Ottawa
Community Health System (NOCHS; www.noch.org). In my role, I oversee the health system’s inextricably linked
communications efforts and strategic community partnerships. Hospitals not only need partners that can extend
clinical reach, but they also need partners to further public health initiatives. In this day and age, providing services
isn’t good enough, we must also educate people about how to properly access them, and better yet, teach people
how to stay healthy in the first place.

In my tenure at NOCHS, now more than a decade, I have been privileged to work with a number of organizations
that understand the need for and impact of local access to health care. Our partners have found creative ways to
leverage their own platforms to further our mission. On our behalf, they share our good works, timely information,
and educational expertise, lending credibility to our messaging through their endorsement, which increases
engagement. They also provide grassroots input that helps us shape and improve our work. Here at NOCHS, we
believe this special community culture is a key reason why our community, and the county in which it sits, have
been consistently ranked as the healthiest in the State of Michigan.

Clearly, our community has set high expectations for its corporate citizenship. That said, there is a small subset of
organizations here that live in even more rarified air. WAWL Radio is among them.

WAWL Radio is a hyper-local informational touchstone for our community. Its owner, Eric Kaelin, operates as a
one-man band with enviable energy and passion for his hometown. He has cultivated strong relationships with
myriad public services, such as NOCHS, proactively seeking our voices to inform citizens about what’s happening
here, and to localize national headlines. He manages a number of signature special events that rally the
community around important causes and in fellowship. And he passionately covers student sports (all sports, not
just the revenue generators) in a way that brings honor to all our athletes — winners or not.

But it is the recent experience navigating the pandemic that has truly brought the enormous impact of WAWL
Radio into focus for me. During the past six months Eric re-created his format to routinely include the expertise of
public safety, health care, public health, educators, first responders, historians, municipal and business leaders, as
well as area safety-net organizations to present a daily pipeline of information that is contextualized, vetted and
reliable. I have received extremely positive feedback regarding my interviews on WAWL Radio from all industry
sectors and the general public. People are listening. More to the point, they are learning.

As a non-profit entity, we rely heavily on partners like WAWL to help us permeate the community with information
that saves lives. We can think of no greater service than an informed citizenry.

It is our sincere hope that WAWL Radio will be allowed to continue its work of amplifying the education and
information we and other public services provide, which is an identifiable part of what makes Grand Haven a safe
and welcoming place to visit and call home.

Sincerely,

Jennifer VanSkiver, Ch mmunications Officer & Director of External Affairs
North Ottawa Community Health System
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Dan J. Alpert, hereby certify that a  copy of the foregoing “Opposition to Petition to Deny” is being 
provided by First Class Mail to the following: 
 

Susan A. Marshall 
Ann Goodwin Crump 
Fletcher Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C. 
1300 N. 17th St. 
11th Floor 
Arlington, VA  22209 

 
 
 

_________/Dan J. Alpert___________________ 
Dan J. Alpert 
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