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PURPOSE OF STA REQUEST 
 

KENS-DT, San Antonio, Texas (Facility ID No. 26304), a CBS affiliate, currently 
provides analog service on channel 5 and pre-transition digital television (“DTV”) 
service on out-of-core channel 55.  Pursuant to the final DTV Table of Allotments, 
KENS-DT is authorized to operate on channel 39 for its post-transition digital operations.  
Accordingly, the station has an application pending for a construction permit authorizing 
its post-transition operations on channel 39 (the “Permit Application”).  See FCC File No. 
BPCDT-20080303ALJ.  The Permit Application specifies use of a new top-mounted 
channel 39 antenna which will replace the station’s current top-mounted channel 55 
antenna. 
 
Station KWEX-DT, San Antonio, Texas (Facility ID No. 35881) currently provides pre-
transition digital service on channel 39, but holds a construction permit authorizing it to 
revert back to its analog channel 41 for post-transition digital operations.  See FCC File 
No. BPCDT-20080313ACM.  KWEX-DT intends to provide pre-transition DTV service 
on channel 39 until February 18, 2009, at which time it will convert to post-transition 
digital operations on channel 41.  See FCC File No. BDTUCT-20080718ALN. 
 
For the reasons detailed further below, KENS-DT respectfully requests special temporary 
authority to: 
 
 (1) cease pre-transition digital operations on channel 55 on or about   
  November 1, 2008;  
 
 (2)  thereafter immediately commence digital operations on channel 39 via use 
  of a multicast program stream transmitted by KWEX-DT from KWEX- 
  DT’s currently licensed channel 39 transmission facilities and operate with 
  such facilities until February 18, 2009; and  
 
 (3)  operate with a side-mounted antenna on the tower proposed in KENS- 
  DT’s Permit Application for a brief period of time after February 18, 2009 
  until KENS-DT can install a new top-mounted antenna and complete  
  construction of its final, post-transition digital facilities.   
 
KENS-DT has entered into an agreement with QUALCOMM Incorporated 
(“QUALCOMM”) – which holds licenses for channel 55 (Block D in the Lower 700 
MHz band) covering the entire nation – whereby KENS-DT has agreed to cease pre-
transition DTV operations on channel 55 prior to the February 18, 2009 transition date.  
By vacating channel 55 early, KENS-DT will be assisting MediaFLO USA, Inc., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of QUALCOMM, in its efforts to accelerate the deployment 
and operation of a network offering a “mediacast” service designed to deliver several 
channels of multimedia content to third generation wireless phones.  The Commission 
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has recognized the public interest benefits of the MediaFLO service in several prior 
cases.1   
 
In order to minimize the number of viewers losing KENS-DT’s pre-transition digital 
service via channel 55, KENS-DT has entered into an agreement with KWEX-DT 
whereby KWEX-DT will transmit KENS-DT’s programming via a multicast program 
stream on channel 39 (in addition to transmitting KWEX-DT’s own programming on two 
separate multicast streams).2  The technical facilities specified in the “Tech Box” section 
of this STA request are those currently licensed to KWEX-DT. 3  See FCC File No. 
BLCDT-20040126APA.  These facilities will provide digital service to 95.2 percent of 
the population currently receiving KENS-DT’s channel 55 digital service (based on 2000 
U.S. Census data).  Attached hereto as Attachment B is an engineering statement 
demonstrating the relationship between KENS-DT’s currently licensed channel 55 digital 
service contour and KWEX-DT’s currently licensed channel 39 contour within which 
KENS-DT proposes to provide service until February 18, 2009. 
 
KENS-DT will continue pre-transition digital operations on channel 39 using the KWEX-
DT transmission facilities until February 18, 2009, at which time KWEX-DT will re-tune 
its channel 39 transmitter for channel 41 operations and commence post-transition digital 
operation on channel 41.  During this pre-transition period, KENS-DT will work 
diligently to modify its current channel 55 digital transmitter to prepare it for the station’s 
permanent post-transition operations on channel 39. 
 
On February 18, 2009, KENS-DT intends to commence channel 39 operations utilizing a 
side-mounted auxiliary antenna located on the tower proposed in KENS-DT’s Permit 
Application.  An application is pending for a construction permit authorizing this 
auxiliary DTV facility (the “Auxiliary Application”).  See FCC File No. BXPCDT-
20080305AFD.   
 
Due to the “unique technical challenge” described below, KENS-DT cannot immediately 
commence post-transition digital operations on February 18, 2009 with the top-mounted 
                                                 
1 See, e.g., Letter to Michael E. Carosella from Barbara A. Kreisman, Chief, Video Division, re WPZA237, 
Ocala, FL, DA 07-3501 (Aug. 2, 2007); Qualcomm Incorporated Petition for Declaratory Ruling, 21 FCC 
Rcd 11683 (2006); Johnson Broadcasting of Dallas, Inc., DA 06-2319 (Video Div. Nov. 17, 2006); 
WLNY-TV, Inc., DA 05-2482 (Video Div. Sept. 21, 2005); Associated Christian Television System, Inc., 
DA 05-2042 (Video Div. Jul. 20, 2005); Puget Sound Educational TV, Inc., DA 05-2041 (Video Div. Jul. 
20, 2005). 

2 A copy of the agreement is attached hereto as Attachment A.  Certain portions of the agreement 
containing proprietary or confidential information have been redacted. 

3 The multicast stream transmitting KENS-DT’s programming will be identified as channel 5.1 pursuant to 
the ATSC PSIP Standard A/65C.  The two multicast streams transmitting KWEX-DT’s programming will 
be identified as 41.1 and 41.2 pursuant to the ATSC PSIP Standard A/65C. 
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antenna facilities specified in the Permit Application and, therefore, requests special 
temporary authority to operate with the facilities specified in the Auxiliary Application 
for a brief period of time after February 18, 2009, pursuant to the FCC’s “alternative 
build-out” procedures.4 
 
KENS-DT currently provides pre-transition digital service via a top-mounted antenna 
stack that it shares with WOAI-DT, San Antonio, Texas.  WOAI-DT currently provides 
pre-transition digital service on out-of-core channel 58, but has elected to move to new 
channel 48 for its post-transition digital operations.  KENS-DT and WOAI-DT intend to  
replace their current top-mounted channel 55/58 antenna stack with a new channel 39/48 
antenna stack.  KENS-DT and WOAI-DT must therefore coordinate on their final DTV 
buildout efforts. 
 
Station WOAI-DT intends to retain its current level of pre-transition digital service on 
channel 58 until February 18, 2009.5  See FCC File No. BDTUCT-20080718APZ.  
Accordingly, after February 18, 2009, both KENS-DT and WOAI-DT must operate 
temporarily with reduced coverage facilities while they work to replace their top-
mounted antenna stack.  KENS-DT therefore respectfully requests special temporary 
authority to operate temporarily with the facilities specified in the Auxiliary Application 
(a copy of which is attached hereto as Attachment C) until the top-mounted antenna stack 
can be replaced. 
 
Immediately after February 18, 2009, KENS-DT (in coordination with WOAI-DT) will 
work diligently to remove the channel 55/58 antenna stack from the top of the tower and 
replace it with the new channel 39/48 antenna stack.  Given that the station’s pre-
transition channel 55 transmitter will have already been modified for operation on 
channel 39 (as discussed above), KENS-DT anticipates that all required construction and 
modification work can be completed within approximately 30 days, after which time 
KENS-DT will turn off its side-mounted auxiliary digital facility and begin operating its 
final, top-mounted post-transition digital facility. 
 
Attached hereto as Attachment D is an engineering statement demonstrating that the 
facilities specified in the Auxiliary Application and proposed herein for KENS-DT’s 
temporary operations after February 18, 2009, (1) will not cause more than 0.5% new 
interference to any other station or prevent any other station from making its transition; 

                                                 
4 See Third Periodic Review of the Commission’s Rules and Policies Affecting the Conversion to Digital 
Television, MB Docket No. 07-91, Report and Order, FCC 07-228 at ¶¶94-96 (rel. Dec. 31, 2007) (“Third 
Periodic Review Order”). 

5 Moreover, WOAI-DT cannot commence operation on channel 48 until KSAT-DT, San Antonio, Texas, 
terminates its pre-transition digital operations on channel 48. 
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and (2) will serve more than 85 percent of the same population that receives KENS-DT’s 
current analog and digital service.6 
 
Finally, KENS-DT certifies that it will air viewer notifications on its analog and digital 
facilities for at least 30 days prior to both: 
 
 (1) the permanent reduction in pre-transition digital service resulting from the  
  station’s use of KWEX-DT’s channel 39 transmission facilities7; and  
 
 (2) the temporary reduction in post-transition digital service resulting from the 
  station’s use of the side-mounted auxiliary antenna facilities.8 

                                                 
6 See Third Periodic Review Order ¶94. 

7 These notifications will include the following information:  (1) the station’s call sign and community of 
license; (2) a statement that the station plans to reduce its pre-transition digital service before the transition 
date; (3) the date of the planned service reduction; (4) what viewers can do to continue to receive the 
station; and (5) the street address, email address, and phone number of the station where viewers may 
register comments or request information.  See id. ¶132. 

8 These notifications will include the following information:  (1) the station’s call sign and community of 
license; (2) the fact that the station must delay the construction and operation of its final post-transition 
DTV facilities; (3) information about the nature, scope, and anticipated duration of the station’s post-
transition service limitations; (4) what viewers can do to continue to receive the station, i.e., how and when 
the station’s digital signal can be received; and (5) the street address, email address, and phone number of 
the station where viewers may register comments or request information.  See id. ¶91. 
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