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Record-Journal

|etters to Editor

‘RF (radio frequency) ex-
posure in Ferndale
EDITOR, Record-Journal: . -

Alot of citizens of Ferndale may not
be aware of RF exposure and interfer-
ence to their community from an AM
radio station. It is owned now by BBC
Broadcasting and is located on 1550khz

- on the radio dial. It is located at 5538

Imhoff Road. They moved here in 1987
from Bellingham and were only 1,000

wattsthenwnh callsxguofKI\ITR.Itls '

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference

Fe b 12— 3023

located on county property umde the

" city of Ferndale. It was sold in 1998 and
 the call sign changed to KCCE Its equip-

ment was upgraded to solid state 50,000

- watts daytime and 10,000 at mght.

~ This station was sold again last June

2002 and is running Hindu religious pro-

gramming. The primary usé for this sta-
tion is British Columbia coverage There
isno advantage for this station being in
Ferndale. Its new call sign now is KRPL

I'm sureyouareawareofallthem- |

terference to users ‘of DSL and regular
phone service, computers, church and
school PA systems. As Ferndale grows it
will become more of a problem. This past

. week in the local paper was an article

about a new Ferndale police station be-
ing considered to be built next to City
Hall. This radio station will be more ofa
problem for the city.

This situation needs commumty
and general support to let the ciiy, and
the Federal Comumunicatior; Commis-
sion in Washmgton, D.C., know your
concerns in writing, Contact CityHallfor
correct Washington, D.C,, maﬂmg ad-
dress.

James C. Kaufman

Ferndale

slilasNumber=BR-20050922ACS
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Bellingham Herald, March 1, 2003

"'v LETTERS

Stop the mterference
from: Ferndale AM statmn

Ma:ny Ferndale re51dents ‘may noi: be -
aware ‘of radio ‘wave exposure and inter-
ference:from an AM radio station. It is

- owhed’ now-by . BBC broadcasting and is

at’ 1550 kilohertz on the radio
- _dialy Tt ycated at.5538 Tmhoff Road.
‘:ff_"I'.he station fnoved here in 1987 from
_and was only 1,000 watts

_ ihe ‘wxﬂlca]lsxgnKNTR. Tt is located on
c0unty property inside Ferndale cxtylnn—
its. It was sold in 1998 -and. ' s‘ign

. Bnt]sh Golumb: '-'-coverag T _ .
;o ;.fa.dvantage for this station bBéin in Fern-::
; v call-sign is KRPI

P sure you'are aware of all the inter-
ference to' users’ of DSL and regular -

: phone service, computers, church and
school pubhc—address systems. As Fern-
dale grows, it will become more of a
problem Last week in the local paper,
there was an article about Ferndale’s
new police station being considered to

. be built next to City Hall. This radio sta-
tion will be more of a problem for the
cxty. .

- This situation needs community and
general support to let the city and the
Federal Communication Commission
know your concern in writing. Contact

. City Hall for the correct Washington,
D.C. mailing address. ,

James C. Kaufman

e forndale VTR |
; - . wxTHA
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Bellingham Herald, May 1, 2002

guages of India:
BBC Broadcasting Inc. ! ! e
urchase of Femda.le Chris< Trahef Ro d for $600,000 and - con
an- radw statmn KCC thes%%%l)oeorgy and bmldmos‘_i‘ the

ght the tation at 5538, fo deasts are 1] ‘)jwluch,reqmre listeners to
.: en here and . have . receivers. specially.
e, B.C‘;, ar‘éa.' " tuned to pick up the shows. -
* Dhillon" said he reached_,. ‘
| about a half million listeners- :

’f:nanonmde w1th the side~ :

statxon, howev-:' 5
s er, meant BBC could run the
ge form 24 hours a day and f

: ..p to everyone .

'i’:-lo‘ er mamland
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Bellingham Herald, May 1, 2002

—

Growmg community

Dhillon “said \Vhatcom , p
County was the nahxral sSpot - Marninie. -
for BBC’s first station be- - c'o'unf:y’s only Sxkﬁ empIe
cause of its growing Indian which opened "t3 2
community. ago. Temple administra
. According to the census, b amili

. the Indlan American. popula-

'ds any as 980 Indlan Amer~ addir
icans, from 176 in 1990, but other:s
still only about 0.5 percent i

' of the county populatxon.

‘ Dhillon estimates
: }Indo—Ca.nadlans hve

.people wouldhke it,” Mille._saxd.
. But KCCF has never placed

L k. o S t.he top 20 radlo stanons‘im the ‘
Matt Mxller, vice. resxdent of 8% 0
_ Pea.ﬂ Broadcastmg; 5aid. KCCF :

partners had ho ed o
they bought the station'in 1998.. Inrad10 ““mbers mean every

Miller formed Pearl to buy KCCF: thing,” Miller said. “Your time is
onlyasgoodasthenmnberofhs-~

,teners you haver . - :
-~ Even so, the statlonhadaloyal '
fan base -for its 31 years, They
r  were enough, he said, to support’-"
the station’s two employees. =~ -
But when Dhillon and his pz _
ners offered to buy the staﬁon,_ L

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference
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Bellingham Herald

' Radio station buzzes
lectroma:s, bugs locals

. Commercxally hcensed and

- Station IG{PI up for . having worked in state commu-
BT S LRSS B nication ‘systems for 22 years,
ZICense re ne,wal in2 006 "Kaufman is well versed in radio
- _ technology. But he feels he has
Calvin Bratt B - run up against a brick wall with
. Record;{ouma! reporter S ~ KRPI and the Federal Communi-.
" ~cations Commissxon,whichregu—

]ames Kaufman and Shella lates radio stations. i
Weber are looking for some help .+ “They maytry to sneak their

wa*ythrough thxslicenserenewal
process, the ﬁrst smce 1998, he
said. -

Accordmg to the ‘FCC
website, ﬁhngsforhcenserenewal

to stop radio frequency interfer--
ence from Ferndale station KRPL
.The pair see an opportunity
tomaketheircasetmsfall as all
radio stations in Washington
‘must get their broadcast licenses
" renewed byFeb 1, 2006."
- The main issue, they say, is
. that KRPI's daytitne. pBwer of,‘io 2
“lowatts-(50,000 watts) is over-
whelming the sormal operation
of telephones, computers, emer-
gency: communication, PA sys-
tems, and other radio transmis-.
sions in the Ferndale area. Few terference. Theywillhaveabooth
radio stations beam w1th such atthisweekend’s Old Settlers Pic-
high wattage. nic. e .

“1 feeI Iam bemg held hos-
tage by a radio station,” said We-
ber,whomovedtoDouglas Road,
lese than a mile froru the Tmhoff
- Road station’s towers, in Apnl
2004.

For Kaufinan, a ham radlo
operatok on Madrona Drive, the
battle goes back much farther.

Sincethe mid-1990s,hehasmade
many adjustments on his 55-foot
backyard antenna and contacted
variousradio specialists and poli-
ticians to try to find remedies.

"When they (KRPI) are trans-
mfﬁng daytime, they tear every-
thing else up around here, he
said. "It sure has tore me up.”

~ tions to deny are due by year’s
end i

information, say they'want to or-
' ganize a group, which they ‘have
tentatively dubbed: Residents

The station at 1550 kHz did
mostly Christian programming

- through two owners. BBC Broad-
castingInc. took overinJune 2602
and began a format mostly is1 the
Punjabe ianguage reaching an
Asian-Indian population in
northwest Washington andlower
British Columbia.

Weber contends that Asian-

1,000 in Whatcom and Skagit
‘counties, according to the 2000
census.

“It’s for Vancouver, It’s not
servmg us, at Jeast,” she said. “I

Please see STATION, page 2B

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference

must be made by Oct. 1 and peti~:

ave gathered their ewn ﬁles f

Against High Powered Radio In- -

Indian persons total barely over

~STATION:

Overpowers
other signals

Continued from page 1B

am listening to Hindu music on
_ mytelephone.” '

Kaufman has issues with the
ownership of BBC Broadcasting.
‘He claims it is 20 percent Cana-
- dian anditis supposed to be fully
American.

Radio stations have concen-
trated along the border to do reli-
gious programming into Canada,
which is stricter on such content.’

KRPI reaches to halfway up

‘Vancouver Island and northeast
to Hope, B.C,, and south to
Marblemount and  Port
Townsend, he said. Yet the FCC.

' stipulated that the signal must be

reduced at one point on its radiiis -
so it doesn’t interfere with. the’

agency's communicationbuilding !
atBobHallandLoom.\_sTraﬂroads, :

~ Kaufman said. -
He believes there are prob-

_ lems with the transmitting equip-

ment on the station’s towers, and
that’s why somuch extra power is’
- used: -

Kaufman and Weber' claim
that the City of Ferndale and the
FerndaleSchool District pay thou-
_sands of dollars to deal with prob-
lems caused by KRPY's radio fre-
quency interference, but they

daon’twanttotanglewith thepow~

erful federal agency. But in 2002°

. the City Clerk’s Office put out a
" memo advising city officials how

to convey conceris about ‘thé ra- .

dio station to the FCC. .
By comparison to KRP], Bell-
ingham radio station XGMI oper-

" ates on 5,000 watts and KPUG on-
104 000 “There’snoneedfor50, 000 |
1dale;?: i

,,;.g;_r., R

u: 'I'heRecord,]oﬁmalwﬂlcover; ,
. the responses “of station officials |
- andﬂleFCCmanardclenenweek.v;

- sesmm=File-Number: BR-20050922ACS
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is a community issue

Rasidents Against Higt

" FCC meet these ¢onicerns-by

~ Guest
- COMMENTARY

~ by Sheila Weber

Ferndale residents have a

brief period of time to express .
to the Federal Communications -
Commission (FCC) their prqblems

mt:&e{f%e: scteagglx;; ;ﬁﬁé . other organizations, electronic
permit is now up for renewal,
and the licensing process solicits |

public input.

- A citizens group, Residents,
Against High-Power Radio Inter-!
ference, was formed to compile

and present these community-:.

wide complaints to the FCC. ,
The FCC operating license-

for radio station KRPI is due for
" rénewal in February 2006. The sta-
tion s Jocated at 5538 Imhof Road, .

Fernidale: Since 1998, residents of
Ferndal¢ and Whatcom County.
have reported ongoing adverse.
_effects from the operation of this
high-power, 50,000-watt station. .

~ These concernsinclude daily

interference with communica-
tions systems, radio and telephone

reception, and other electronic |

equipment. In addition, there are
serious safety issues regarding the

current operation of station facili-
ties, These concerns are outlined . 1

i clad metal clotheslines. Other.
individualsalse may have experi=

in the following paragraphs.

While we recognize KRPT's

right to conduct business in the
community, we request that the

.'quiring the stati

e ‘d“ix'ée"lﬁl‘a'ﬁpfovéd' power” »

from 50,000 watts to 10,000 watts,

which will substantially reduce
: azardous condi
tions on Facilities; which

are located in the middle of a resi-
dential area, oply one-half mile

ing signs, and beacons at the radio
towers and station facilities.

» Allow an on-site inspection
] ased radio engineer to

Radio interference
- "\Wé'have'Teceived numer-

6us citizen complaints of Radio

Frequency Interference (RFD),
including interference with: ama-
teur radio stations, reception from
other local radio stations, local
and long-distance telephone re-
ception, even after installation of
filters, answering machines, com-
puter systems (networking and
Internet dial-up), public address
 systems at schools, churches, and

keyboards at Ferndale High School
and electric organs, the CD player
at 4 downtown business, walkie/
talkie equipment used for busi-
ness. small business-to-mobile

~communications equipment. -
Safety .
The area around the radio
towers is not securely fenced and
posted with warning, signs. This
creates a life-threatening hazard
for children, pets, and others
who may be walking in the area.
Many individuals have ‘expressed
concern for the safety of children
and grandchildren.
The towers are not equipped
with warning beacons, as required

. byFCC.

Two people have reported
RF burns. If conditions are right,
RF buras may also oceur from
touching commonly found iterns,
such as wire fences and plastic-

enced RF burns; but did not know
the cause: - S

" RF burns are extremely haz-
ardous, because they go to the
bone and must heal from the
inside out. Three to four weeks is
required for healing. One nearby
resident receives a shock when-
ever he touches his front door

Mitigation efforts .

. e KRPI engineer has re-
sponded to individual citizen
complaints. The “solution” is

requiring each individual home

owner, business, organization
or government entity to install

~ filters and shielding (at their own
" expense). Such measures are only

minimally effective, at best, and
sometimes are totally ineffective..

oS

T flber:..BR-;20050922ACS
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The Parks Department fa-
cility is about one-quarter mile
from the station towers. At times .
the phone system is virtually
unusable, The fax will only work .

sporadically and internet access

: Planned relocation of the

-

police department will require

additional expenditure of thou-

sands of dollars for filters and
shielding. Police and emergency
vehicle communications rhay also
be affected. .

Technical issues

There are several technical
factors relative to the station's
high-power antenna. Reduction
of power to 10,000 watts will serve
to alleviate these problems.

The station is located in close
proximity to residences, down-
town businesses, and government
offices. It is only one-quarter mile
fromm many residents.and one
mile to downtown. '

. The configuration of the
transmitting phased antenna ar-
rays may result in “gain,” which
will affect the effective radiated

-power (ERP). This gain means
that an input 0f 50,000 watts-may
result in ERP of more than 50,000
watts in the direction that the
antenna is radiating,.

. The antenna is located in a
valley, and the radiated powet

.is directed over the hill to the
north (Canada). However, much
of the signal is absorbed by the’
residential area on the hillside.
This is the source of the problem
in Ferndale. .

Rasidents Against High-FPower Radio Interterence
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< Bécause of the signal power,
_The City of Ferndale Was  perndale is ipundated directly
Tequired 1057'9?—"3,,1’13"‘”1""*'*“1y d.an,  Wwith 50,000 wats (or an ERP
~520:060.10: RFL n S tm higher than 50,000 watts). Phone
-equipment from 0 - rd?w;te@c-l lines, power-lipes, clotheslines,
ber 19&8. .QW'% g w  oramy metal object will absorb
toa bui d"?gmﬁ osem some of the resonated powelL ¥
the broadcast C’m}'] uglo B the length of the wire (or other
the computer ne ﬁf&% object) is.close:to. the fesonant
erative for up to two mos - fréquency of 1550 kHz or its hajor
the assistance of consultants and — y 0, rvee: aid the environmen:
,Anpdio enginest the SIMAOBYBY:  presnditinnSare righty REbins
“Tectiredainrougn sinelﬁﬁlg, €18, _ﬁn“:-—-. SEgL S e i PRSI
d ical relocation of certain’ oceur.
and physi XRP]'s target market is a
system components. non-English-speaking audience,

largely across the border in Can-,
“ada. The value of its broadcasting
to the Ferndale community.is nil.
Even if the station bro
_casional publicseryice; X
et R B el SH Y The eI
listeners in the United Stat
because of the languagebarrier of
the regularbroadcasting. .

‘We do recognize the station’s
right to conduct business in our
community. As it currently oper-
ates, however, KRPI is more of a
liability than.an asset. -~ -~ -

ekl

\
|

" Sheila Weber is the group
organizer. She can be reached at
380-2224,
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Record Journal, November 2, 2005

County Counc11

| radlo mterference

FCC wzll get letter
during lzcense review

by Calvn/\ Bratt
Reqo(dﬁouma reporter .

cil got an-earful about Fefndale P
‘radio station KRPIlast week, then
voted to send a letter to the Fed-

eral Communication Commis-
sion, regardmg the station’s high

zlgvel.gf radiQ nterferencommes s

~ Ten citizefls spoke out Oct.
25 agamst KRPI's 50,000 watts of .
--daytime power that beam from™
station towers at 5538 Imhoff :
Road; just oufsxde Ferndale cxty
limits. = %

N Most other AM radlo sta-

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference

tions in Whatcom County are
at 10,000 watts or less, although
station KVRI of Blaine also is at
50, 000 watts. . .. .
“The RF (radlo frequency)
this radio sta-
ncewable
hether
,tems, PA

‘'systems, fax machines, ever -
people’s dial-up internet: We've-

been ﬁghtmg this for well over 10
ears,” said Roger ‘Len
i taries o vainacei

szsmn as: aII Va
dio stations’ ara

of Fem-_ )

w e
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Continued from page 1A

| through their license renewal
process.

According to the FCC web-
site, applications for renewal
were due by Oct. 1. Petitions for
denial mustbe submitted by Dec.
31. Decisions on renewal will be
made by Feb. 1.

‘Dave Edmondson of Fern-
dale likened the situation to “a
slow-moving train wreck” that
‘will happen next year, if the FCC
allows the station to keep its
50,000 watt&for another elght
years. R
. Most pro"
jsinthe Pujabi languageto reach
a target audience mostly in Cana-
«da. But Edmondson said his pro-

test is not of a different culture.

“Radio mterference is: ‘culture-
‘blind,” he'said.::’

Johanna Brun who lives

' signal affects every channel of
. herradio and also her phone. The
‘69-year-old went door to doo:
.to collect about 150 signatures,
“and at the council meeting she
relayed some of.the comments
and stories of interference she
.-;_'heard while onher rounds. - ..., ;
* .« The feeling is that ¥it’s ob:
noxious, tc say the least,” Bruniy

gon KRPI'

‘puter systems in the buildin

said, and that the station “has
no conscience on how massively
they are affecting our community
in a negative way. The simple
solution s for them to lower then'

' 'wattage.”

. Marianne Elgart, a Ferndale
City Council member, said the
city has received numerous com-
plaints about radio ﬁequency
interference from KRPI for a
decade, and affected residents
again made their case to the city
councilon Oct.3. .

When City Hall was re-

located in 1998 closer to the
station, the city had to spend.

money on filters'and shieldin;
and also relocated some com

to avoid the radio interference

STATION: Lﬁgals hoping license not renewed

affected, she said.

While the issues can get
“very technical,” it doesn't take
a radio expert or lawyer to see
how everyone is being impacted

by KRPI's current operation;

Elgart said.

Letig; who works fora com-
mercial telephone company; said
he has installed filters and tried

to get an FCC engineer involved
" to eliminate the radio interfer-

ence, with limited success: “It's
almost 1mp0551b1e to getrid of all
of it. It’s snII an annoyance, even

Elgart said. The city police and 12"

parks departments and also Fire

District 7 in town have all been

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference

1y,
| within half-mile of KRPI, said 1L°—_—'-
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Stations of five Or. fewer employees |
ha}ve Jess paperwork to contend

- B

e Although most stations éut their .
-power at night -- because atnlospheric :
/ ‘conditions allow & transmission to
A ( ashing can'yfartheranyway--theFCCwants
are. g9 ing through their license renewal’ ‘some stations to have strong power for
process, giving people achancetovoice | - ‘national security reasons. KGO of San -
‘concerns to. the Fe“ eral Communlca-. Francisco and KIRO of Seattle would
11551 says ‘the manager" -

= : . : ms alllng a filtet on his phone.

s I;icenses areup forrenewal on-Peb.f. - .He thinks the B 'could lo

-1 for eight more years. Petitions in op-. ;

posxnon are due to the FCC byJan. L. .
: Staeb said stations must Tun on-.

air notxce o;f the hcense renewal penod :

. s al “that the egulato
both the United States and: Canad:
‘supposed to ¢onsider the' radic im'p cts

one countryhas on th., oth s A

g 5!
apphcanon ﬁle _avall ble for anyc
- who wanitsto look at
‘ Sofar, it’s gone okuy, Staeb said as
he’sused to rearing from peaplee about
'theﬁve sta_;i BS.co 00 .

T talK'to time
‘about everything’ ni g’,"
the commerclals werun ¥ou name it
he said.. S

Staeb had recexved an emall from5 :
someone recently wondering how the
station could serve the public interest

being “so ¢onservative,” but the
FCC doesn’t miich tamper with pro-
gunless it gets mdecent” ala

grammin
Howard Ste (_,;.:-he said

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference
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MEDIA

Group wants KRPI radio’s
wattage reduced

Ferndale station's manager says it complies with FCC
rules

DAVE GALLAGHER
THE BELLINGHAM HERALD

A group of Femndale residents is planning to file a formal complaint to the
FCC about a radio station they say has been interfering with their quality of

life.

The group is known as Residents Against High-Power Radio Interference,
and thelr complaints are focused on KRPI 1550 AM in Ferndale. The radio
station broadcasts mostly East Indian music and talk programming in
Punjabi, broadcasting 50,000 watts during the day and 10, 000 watts at
-night. :

Though the station has been broadcasting at 50,000 watts for years, the
e complaint comes now because its license is up for renewal. That process
gives the public an opportunity to request changes to the Federal
Communications Commission. The radio station's current license will expire

on Feb. 1.

"We have a very large group of peopie who are unhappy there Is a radio
station producing 50,000 watts in our community,” said Sheila Weber, one
of the organizers. "Not only does the radio interference impact nearby
phones and radlos but schooi public address systems, and we think a host

of heaith issues.”

The group will be submitting petitions with more than 1,000 signatures,
citizen complaints and evidence of problems as well as letters from the
Ferndale City Council and the Whatcom County Council to the FCC on
Thursday. In the complaint they will ask that the radio station reduce its
power to 10,000 watts during the day.

Officials at KRPI say they need the 50,000 watts during the day to reach
their target audience in eastern Whatcom County and the lower British
Columbia mainiand. Andy Struiksma, station manager, sald It would be a
huge blow to their operations to have a reduction during the day.

"We basically operate under the shadow of the Bellingham radio stations,
and If we were forced to reduce our power we wouldn't be abie to reach our
main audience,” Struiksma said.

It is common for people to have some interference in devices such as

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference D13
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telephones and radios, Struiksma said, but there are filters available to fix
the problem.

"If people would come to us, we are quite willing to help them find a
solution to the interference,” Struiksma said. "This year we've had fewer
than 25 complaints, and we try our best to find the source of the problem
and offer suggestions on fixing it."

"We're fully in compliance with FCC rules, and we want to be a good
neighbor within this community,"” Struiksma said. "We are also attempting
to get more local content on our station. We have two hours a week
devoted to programming for Ferndale residents and we're trying to add

more."

The Ferndale group countered Struiksma's statements by saying the filters |
usually don't work and the language barrier prevents the station from being
much of a draw for Ferndale residents.

"Even if the station broadcasts occasional public service announcements or
other programs in English, there will be few listeners in the United States,”
said the group in a draft statement to the FCC. "We do recognize KRPI's
right to conduct business in Ferndale, however the negative effects of the
50,000-watt signal power make it more of a liability than an asset."

ThE BELLENGRM HERALD
www . beilinghamherald.com

Rasidents Against High-Power Radio Interference ‘ ' D14



