
 

 

REQUEST FOR WAIVER 

KCBX, Inc., respectfully requests a waiver of Section 73.509 of the Commission’s rules to 

permit its Station KSBX(NCE-FM), Santa Barbara, California, to overcome the deleterious 

effects of destructive interference caused by co-channel station KPBS-FM, San Diego, 

California. The application for construction permit which this request accompanies is part of a 

joint undertaking by KSBX and by Shepherd Communications, Inc., licensee of co-channel 

Station KLFH(NCE-FM), Ojai, California.  

KSBX, KLFH, and KPBS-FM are licensed to operate on the same frequency:  89.5 MHz, 

Channel 208. KPBS-FM recently increased power to maximum equivalent Class B facilities.1 

Since KPBS-FM began operating with facilities authorized in FCC File No. BMPED-

20010321ABF pursuant to the provisions of Section 73.1620(a)(1) for automatic program test 

authority, the interference condition suffered by reception of the signals of KSBX and KLFH has 

increased markedly.  

Due to the geographic relationship of KPBS-FM down the Pacific coast from KSBX and KLFH, 

from time to time they have suffered actual interference from KPBS-FM to the reception of their 

signals in the heart of their service areas. Engineering counsel has advised the stations that the 

nature of the phenomenon is atmospheric interference caused by ducting created by a 

temperature inversion layer between the KPBS-FM transmitter site and the Santa Barbara-

Ventura (Ojai) area of the Pacific coast. The KPBS-FM power increase exacerbated the 

interference conditions. The interference caused by the water path is shown in the engineering 

                                                 
1  KPBS-FM operated for several years under special temporary authority from a transmitter site on San 
Miguel Mountain with 1.80 kW ERP. Maximum Class B facilities were ultimately authorized at the site, which 
permitted  KPBS-FM to increase power to 2.7 kW, at 550 meters HAAT.  
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statement accompanying this application, prepared by Doug Vernier, Telecommunications 

Consultants (“Vernier”).  

Beginning in August 2005, KSBX and KLFH began to receive a large number of complaints of 

interference. Attachment A consists of copies of 33 written complaints that KSBX listeners have 

sent to the station. A map of KSBX’s coverage area, marked with the location, by address, of the 

complainant listeners, and included in the engineering statement hereto, reflects that KSBX now 

receives interference from KPBS-FM in the heart of its service area in Santa Barbara.  

KLFH has similarly suffered increased interference to its audience in the heart of its service area 

in Ventura County. It has received 22 written complaints. Attachment B consists of copies of 

complaints that KLFH listeners have sent to the station. A map of KLFH’s coverage area, 

marked with the location, by address, of the complainant listeners, is also included in the 

engineering statement herein. It reflects that KLFH now receives interference from KPBS-FM in 

the heart of its service area in Ventura County.2 

KSBX and KLFH retained Vernier to analyze the conditions and to assist in developing a 

solution to the interference problem. The solution is embodied in this application for construction 

permit for KSBX, and in a companion application for construction permit filed for KLFH. By 

this application, KSBX proposes to change frequency from 89.5 MHz, Channel 208, to 89.9 

                                                 
2  The presence of the KPBS-FM signal in the areas served by KSBX and KLFH was confirmed anecdotally 
by one local blogger, who wrote, “One upside [to living in the Santa Barbara hills], however, is discovering 
KPBS/89.5, the NPR affiliate in San Diego. ‘A Way With Words’ has become a must-hear for me on weekends 
while I’m putting around my office. The Doc Searls Weblog, Monday, November 4, 2002, http://doc.weblogs.com/ 
2002/11/04.  
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MHz, Channel 210, and to increase power from 0.05 kW to 0.35 kW. This will eliminate the 

problem of interference from KPBS-FM.  

As a result of KSBX’s change in frequency, KLFH will be enabled to increase its ERP from 

0.097 kW to 1.0 kW. This will provide it with a 10.1 dB increase in signal over the KPBS-FM 

signal, thereby eliminating the problem of interference from KPBS-FM.  

The proposed KSBX facilities will cause de minimus D/U contour overlap with second adjacent 

channel Station KMRO, 90.3 MHz, Channel 212, Camarillo, California. The area of overlap is a 

“doughnut” surrounding the KMRO transmitter site, comprising 0.62 square kilometer. This 

amounts to 0.012% of KMRO’s licensed coverage land-area of 5,166.2 square kilometers. Based 

on the U.S. Census there are no people living within the calculated interference area.3   

Considering contour overlap, the 100 dBu signal contour area of KSBX is 4.14 square 

kilometers. This amounts to 0.083% of the land area served by the KMRO 60 dBu signal.4  

KMRO consents to the overlap. Attachment C is a letter from Philip Guthrie, President, The 

Association for Community Education, Inc., the licensee of KMRO, granting its consent to the 

improvements for KSBX. KSBX pledges to work diligently with KMRO to resolve any 

complaints of interference.  

                                                 
3  See Vernier engineering statement. The area of contour overlap to KMRO facilities proposed in BPED-
20060208AMD is 0.71 square kilometer. This amounts to 0.014% of the proposed coverage area. 
4  This represents 0.08% of the land area proposed to be served in BPED-20060208AMD.  
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For KSBX, the proposed facilities represent an increase of ERP by 8.45 dB from 0.05 kW, 

serving a population of 179,140, to 0.35 kW, serving a population 198,862. KSBX’s 60 dBu 

signal over land would increase by 88.3%, from 215.4 to 405.5 square kilometers.  

The KLFH proposed facilities, which are contingent upon approval of the KSBX improvements, 

but which require no waiver, represent an increase of ERP by 10.1 dB from 0.097 kW, serving a 

population of 348,734, to 1.0 kW, serving a population of 513,859. KLFH’s 60 dBu signal over 

land would increase by 124.8%, from 982.6 to 2,208.9 square kilometers.  

The geographic area in which interference is expected to occur is a remote and rocky site some 

2,100 fee above sea level, on Gibraltar Peak in Santa Barbara County. It is a promontory 

dedicated to use as communications site, which is shared by numerous other FM, TV, paging and 

microwave facilities. Attachment D is a topographic contour map which reflects the steep drop-

off of the peak directly in front of the location of the mounting of the KSBX antenna. 

Attachment E consists of a photograph of the telephone pole on which the KSBX antenna rig is 

mounted, and a photograph of the receive antenna for the KCBX signal, which vividly portrays 

in the background the rugged terrain below the promontory. It is abundantly evident that the area 

in which interference is predicted to occur is not habitable.  

The Commission has stated its inclination to grant waivers of second adjacent channel overlap in 

circumstances in which the benefit of increased noncommercial educational service heavily 

outweighs the potential for interference in a very small area. Educational Information 

Corporation, 6 FCC Rcd 2207 (1991) (“WCPE”). The circumstances are undeniably present 

here, with one compelling, if not decisional, distinction:  the KSBX and KLFH applications are 
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not premised upon or filed for the purpose of improvement of service. Rather, they seek to 

eliminate co-channel interference suffered in the heart of their service areas from the ducting of 

the signal of KPBS-FM. Therefore, as a threshold matter, and without regard to service 

improvements, the two-station proposal will enable the licensees to restore existing service 

which has been degraded by co-channel interference from KPBS-FM.  

The extent of interference caused to KMRO in this case is of a magnitude far smaller than that 

which the Commission approved in WCPE. There, WCEE proposed to increase overlap to 

WCPE from 58.9 to 106.9 square miles, from 0.45% to 0.8% of WCPE’s 1 mV/m contour. The 

prohibited overlap was said to affect less than one percent of the population within WCPE’s 1 

mV/m contour. Here, by contrast, the area of overlap to KMRO is nearly ten times less, 0.083%, 

and the population within the area is a minuscule 65 persons, which is only 0.0046%.  

As for the extent of service improvements which will result from the facilities changes, the 

KSBX and KLFH proposals are salutary. They will enable the licensees to increase their 

combined area of service by 118%, from 1,198 to 2,614 square kilometers, and increase 

combined population served from 527, 874 to 712,721 persons. Coupled with the primary 

objective of eliminating co-channel interference within the stations’ protected coverage areas and 

the de minimus interference which will be caused, the proposals are clearly in the public interest.  

For these reasons, waiver of Section 73.509 of the Commission’s rules is fully warranted, and it 

is so requested.  
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KSBX Listener Complaints 
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KLFH Listener Complaints 
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From: Catanese & Wells [mailto:cnwlaw@gte.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2006 9:46 AM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference Problem 
 
Dear Jon: 
  
I have noticed interference from KPBS-FM in San Diego when listening to the station.   The two spots 
where I always seem to get it are on the 23 freeway in Thousand Oaks around the Janss/TO Blvd. exit, 
and on Erbes Road near Hillcrest Road when driving my daughters to school.  I have noticed increased 
interference in recent weeks.  Please keep me informed of potential solutions to this annoying problem. 
  
Thanks, 
Douglas R. Hume, Esq. 
Catanese & Wells, A Law Corporation 
31416 W. Agoura Road, Suite 240 
Westlake Village, CA  91361 
phone - (818) 707-0407 
facsimile - (818) 707-1161 
e-mail - cnwlaw@gte.net 
 

 
From: Howard Buff [mailto:howiebuff@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 4:59 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference from KPBS-FM on 89.5 FM 
 
Jon, 
  
I quite often get interference on 89.5 FM on my radio dial from KPBS-FM in San Diego.  Most of the time 
when this happens, I am driving in the Ventura area on the 101 freeway.  When it does happen, I loose 
the signal for K-LIFE and then KPBS comes on instead.  It may stay on the KPBS signal for a short time of 
a few seconds or so, or sometimes even longer, before I regain the correct 89.5 signal from K-LIFE. 
  
This can be quite annoying when I'm listening to my favorite songs! 
  
Thanks, 
Howard Buff 
 

 
 

 
From: Eloise Maitland [mailto:elm5312003@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2006 9:22 AM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: interference 
 
Yes I do experience major interference with my reception of KLIFE.  I tried relocating my stereo 
but realized nothing helped so I simple turned it off.  It's KLIFE or nothing. I would love to see 
the FCC help in this matter KLIFE is an awesome station, their is no other like it in our area.  I 
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would  much rather listen to our local station than another in San Diego (KPBS-FM).  KLIFE 
keeps us so updated and informed on what is happening locally. 
  
 

Eloise Maitland  
Juice Plus+, Nutritional Consultant 
www.getyourjuiceplus.com 
805-650-5649 

 
From: Ian Maxwell [mailto:ian.maxwell@digitalinsight.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2006 7:56 AM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: KPBS interference. 
 
Jon, 
  
KPBS now overpowers your signal at Lindero Canyon Rd. in Westlake Village. I used to be able to listen 
to your station cleanly all the way to my company, which is only one block off of the 101 at Via Colinas. 
I hope this helps. 

Thank you,  

Ian Maxwell  
Sr. Network Administrator  
Digital Insight  
5601 Lindero Canyon Road, Suite 100 
Westlake, CA 91362 
(866) 858.DGIN (3446) (toll free)             (818) 889.0773 (fax)  
(818) 597.6541 (direct dial)                    (818) 292.0736 (cell)  
ian.maxwell@digitalinsight.com  

Grace: Getting what we don't deserve. 
Mercy: Not getting what we do deserve. 

 
From: Liz Bennett [mailto:bennett81200@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 5:38 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference issues 
 
Hello, 
  
Recently, I have noticed an increased amount of interference with K-Life 89.5.  The interference 
seems to be coming from a PBS type station in San Diego.  I love listening to K-Life, and I hope 
there is something you will be able to do to facilitate a clearer signal. 
  
Thanks for bringing the Ventura County listeners such a great station! 
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Sincerely, 
Liz Bennett 
 

 
From: KBub370@aol.com [mailto:KBub370@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 12:15 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: San Diego KPBS interference 
 
Dear Jon Fugler,  
I am writing to let you know that in several locations around the Newbury park, CA listening areas of 
KLIFE 89.5 radio band I am hearing a PBS station from San Diego and the song will just suddenly be 
switching over to this other station and then come back in depending on my location even within yards of 
my drive. I have never had interference before and am upset that the station I so love is having this 
problem. This started not too long ago but seems to be consistent now. I thought it was a fluke but now 
see it is wide spread. Please contact who ever is in charge and have this restored. I have no idea why I 
am getting a KPBS San Diego Radio station in Newbury park, Ventura County?   Please get the FCC to 
do something about this for us. If I want to hear from San Diego I will go there or tune in via computer. I 
Love KLIFE in Ventura county and want my 89.5 FM to be KLIFE not the other. I support this station and 
love it. 
Blessings,  
Kimlee Bublitz 
Newbury Park, CA. 91320 
 

 
From: K Wong-Moon [mailto:k_wongmoon@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 12:14 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference from KPBS-FM 
 
To whom it may concern: 
  
I live in Simi Valley, California, and am an avid listener of KLIFE at 89.5 FM.  Unfortunately, 
while listening to KLIFE, I periodically receive interference from KPBS-FM in San Diego.  This 
interference has been noticeable for a long time, but has increased in the past few weeks.  This 
interference is unwelcome since it interrupts my listening of KLIFE. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kirby Wong-Moon 
Simi Valley, CA 
 

 
From: Jess Stryker [mailto:Jess@JStryker.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 8:45 AM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Increased interference 
 
Jon, 
I have noticed that in areas of downtown and mid-town Ventura where I used to receive the K-LIFE 
signal, I now receive KPBS.  In the past the K-LIFE transmission was over-powered by KPBS when I 
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reached the parking lot of my church, which is mid-town just above Poli Street.  I now loose the signal 
several blocks away, near Seaward and Main Street, much further away from the foothills.    
 
Regards, 
Jess Stryker, 3/21/2006 
  

 
From: Eric Baucom [mailto:ebaucom@pacbell.net]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 6:39 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Regarding interference with KPBS in San Diego 

 

Dear Jon, 
  
I have recently noticed a significant increase in station cross-over / interference with KPBS from 
San Diego.  It is especially pronounced when I drive in my car in certain parts of the city of 
Ventura.  Please let whoever needs to know that KPBS is overriding your station here in 
Ventura. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Eric Baucom 
ebaucom@pacbell.net 

 
From: Devon Wooff [mailto:pillar1020@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 8:30 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: radio interference 
 
I am so glad something is finally being done about this!!!!!!! I have wanted to tell 
someone before, but didn't know who to tell. 
I live in Ventura and when I go to and from my house a good part of the road has no K-LIFE 
reception because of the San Diego station. A lot of songs I want to hear have been interrupted 
(sometimes for the remainder of the song) because of the interference. I hope something could be 
done about this.  
  
Sincerely 
  
Devon Wooff 

 
 

From: Julie Stryker [mailto:julie@jstryker.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 8:03 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: interference 
 
Dear Jon: 
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I have noticed interference from KPBS-FM in San Diego in certain parts of Ventura.  It has increased 
significantly recently.  I use to notice it when I pulled into my church parking lot, but now it's beginning on 
Main St. 
Hopefully, something will be done to alleviate this annoying situation. 
In Christ, 
Julie Styker 
 

 
From: Tbeartinder@aol.com [mailto:Tbeartinder@aol.com]  
Sent: Sunday, March 19, 2006 7:50 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Responding to the interference 
 
Hi Jon, 
My name is Lynn Tinder, and I live in Port Hueneme. I'm writing to let you know I'm tired of the 
interference that I get from the station KPBS-FM in San Diego as I listen to K-LIFE 89.5 FM. This station 
has saved my life, because I love the music so much I just want to praise the Lord every time I listen to it. 
When I can't listen to it because of the interference from the KPBS-FM in San Diego the enemy starts 
attacking me. I never really listened to Christian music like I do now. It's basically my life, and I really need 
to listen to it at night. But, with that interference from KPBS-FM in San Diego it is really hard to so I don't 
sleep very good, because of not having any worship music to keep the enemy away. Please I really need 
this station to keep me connected with God my way. And, if KPBS-FM in San Diego continues to interfere 
with K-LIFE 89.5 FM, which was here on 89.5 FM first, my salvation will be permanently damaged. 
  
                                            >From a true KLIFE 89.5 FM listener 
                                                        Lynn Tinder 
 

 
From: Wendy Gorrell [mailto:wendygorrell@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 2:38 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference 
 
Dear Jon, 
  
We are writing to tell you that we have noticed a significant increase over the past few months in 
interference on your station, 89.5 FM, in Ventura, CA.  There is constant interruption from 
KPBS-FM from San Diego.  We hope that something can be done about this.  Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. 
  
Clark and Wendy Gorrell 
6947 Swan Street 
Ventura, CA  93003 
805-644-1456 
 

Wendy Gorrell 
 

 
From: Julie Bergman [mailto:kandksmommy@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 7:26 PM 
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To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Station Interference 
 
Hi!   I am a listener in Ventura.  I just wanted to let you know that I have been getting interference recently 
when trying to listen to your station.  Instead of listening to you I am getting signals from a PBS station in 
San Diego.   Some days I get quite a surprise, tuning in to listen to Christian radio and instead getting 
radio that I would consider controversial and wouldn’t choose to tune into on my own.  It especially 
bothers me if my children are with me at the time.  I hope something can be done about this. 
  
Sincerely, 
Julie Bergman 
Ventura, CA 
kandksmommy@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
From: Jim Wooff [mailto:jimwooffjr@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 11:47 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference from San Diego County Station 
 
Dear Jon, 
  
We would like to thank you for identifying somebody to direct our radio listening 
frustrations toward.  We live in Ventura and have a VERY difficult time, most 
mornings, receiving the KLIFE broadcast signal strong enough to drown out KPBS 
from San Diego. Had we known the FCC would address the problem, we would have 
sent an email much sooner.  Hopefully, you receive enough emails to convince the 
FCC that this is a real problem; and that we would like the problem addressed and 
corrected. 
  
Yours In Christ, 
  
Jim and Debby Wooff 
jimwooffjr@yahoo.com 
dwooff@sbcglobal.net 
  
  

 
 

From: Ron Triggs [mailto:RTriggs@ojaiclc.org]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 5:19 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: Interference issue 
 
I am writing regarding interference with our local K-LIFE 89.5 FM signal.  I have recently noticed while 
driving to Ventura interference from another station, KPBS-FM, from Oak View, through Casitas Springs 
and into the west end of Ventura. 
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Ron Triggs 
Ojai, CA 
  

 
From: Mikkii Bouchard [mailto:Mikkii.Bouchard@ventura.org]  
Sent: Monday, March 20, 2006 3:52 PM 
To: Jon Fugler 
Subject: interference 
Importance: High 

 

I've had a lot of interference from KPBS-FM, San Diego. 
I live in Ventura, on Saratoga Ave, corner of Telephone Rd. 
What can be done?  Thanks for your help! 
  
Mikkii Bouchard 
805/645-1368 
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Consent of KMRO 
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Topographic Contour Map of KSBX Transmitter Site 
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Photographs of KSBX Transmitter Site 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pole on which KSBX antenna 
is mounted.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Terrain below Gibraltar Peak.  

 
 
 


