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The applicant, Big Cat Broadcasting, LLC, seeks to minor change its city of 

license (facility I.D. 183365) from Browning, Montana on channel 234C2, to Lakeside, 

Montana on channel 232C1.

The minor change of the city of license is pursuant to the provisions of MB

Docket 05-210 which became effective on January 19th, 2007. This docket allows for

city of license changes, under certain provisions, to be filed as a minor change application

on FCC form 301 for AM and FM broadcast stations.

Big Cat Broadcasting, LLC believes this application meets the provisions under 

this new docket for a change in authorized communities for this new station. The docket 

emphasizes the desire to avoid any losses of service to communities while providing the

most efficient usage of spectrum. This new allotment was acquired in auction 79 but has

not yet been constructed. Therefore, if the authorized community is changed from 

Browning, Montana to Lakeside, Montana, Browning will experience no actual loss of 

service from what it is currently receiving and will continue at its present service level of 

7 primary signals from stations in other communities. The proposed new community, 

Lakeside, Montana, does not have a commercial AM, FM, or TV station authorized to it. 

Therefore, it will be the community’s first local service. According to the 2000 U.S. 

Census, the population of Lakeside was 1679. Meanwhile, the 2000 U.S. Census shows 

the population of Browning was 1065, having declined almost 9% since the 1990 U.S. 



Census of 1170. Thus, Lakeside is more than 57% larger in population than Browning 

and Browning has actually decreased in size. Thus, the public interest supports a change 

of allotments from Browning, which will remain at its current licensed service level, 

while Lakeside will benefit from its first local service.

Under the Instructions for the FCC form 301, under item 18, it calls for the 

following information to be included:

1) If new technical facilities are proposed, the area and population with the proposed 

70 dBµ and 60 dBµ contours of the station: In this case, the proposed contours for 

the proposed station at Lakeside will be: 60 dBµ: 93,793 persons and an area of 

9,360 sq. km, 70 dBµ: 80,342 persons and an area of 4,156 sq. km. 

2) The number of stations licensed to the proposed new community of license: There 

is no commercial AM, FM, or TV station licensed to Lakeside, Montana. This 

will be the community’s first local service.

3) The number of stations providing protected service to the proposed community of 

license: There are 11 commercial and 1 noncommercial educational FM stations 

that cover the new community with 60 dBµ service or greater. There are 5 AM 

stations that cover the new community with 0.5 mV/m coverage or greater. 

4) The population, according to the latest Census Data, of the proposed community 

of license: In this case, the community of Lakeside, Montana, is 1,679 persons 

according to the 2000 U.S. Census data.

5) Where relevant to establish the precondition of a licensable community, a 

description of the civic, cultural, religious, social and commercial attributes of the 

proposed community of license: In this case, the proposed community of license, 



Lakeside, Montana, is a census designated place and has its own post office with 

the zip code of 59922. Utilities are provided by Flathead Electric Cooperative and 

Lakeside County Water & Sewer. As far as medical, Lakeside is served by the 

Lakeside Qru/Ambulance and the Lakeside Family Health Center. Lakeside has 

more than 4 churches, 2 banks, 4 motels, and a number of restaurants including: 

Rosario's, Homestead Cafe, Tamarack Brewing Company, Spinnaker Casino Bar 

& Grill, and Docks Restaurant Bar Pizzeria. Lakeside is home to the Lakeside 

Elementary School and the West Shore Community Library. It has its own 

Chamber of Commerce and a number of businesses including: Corvel 

Corporation, Lakeside Chiropractic Clinic, West Shore Property 

Management,City Market & Deli, Great Northern Veterinary Center, Lakeside 

Family Dentistry, U.S. Dental, Wild West Plumbing Heating & Drain, Affinity 

Carpet Cleaning, Wild Wave Water Craft & Boat Rental, Lakeside Coffee 

Company, Blacktail Grocery, and the Lakeside Gym.

6) Any other information deemed relevant: Helicopter scenic tours are available 

from Kruger Helicopters.


