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The Licensee requests extension of special temporary authority (“STA”) to continue to 
operate WATE-DT at reduced power.  This request proposes operation consistent with 
Licensee’s DTV license (FCC File No. BMLCDT-20041203AEG), except that the station’s ERP 
would be 465 kW (i.e., 50% of the authorized 930 kW). STA for these operating parameters was 
initially granted on October 10, 2006 (File No. BDSTA-20060925AFP).

In September, 2006, one side of WATE-DT’s transmitter suffered a module failure, 
which has been repaired. However, as the Licensee discovered following repair of the module, 
that repair did not allow the station to return to full-power operation because there has also been 
a failure in the thyratron circuit, which has, in turn, caused failure in another module.  The 
Licensee is attempting to diagnose, but has not yet determined, the root cause of the problems.  
Because WATE-DT has only one functioning module, it is continuing to operate at 50% power 
and will need to continue to do so until the full extent of the problem is diagnosed and repaired.  
During this time, the Licensee also plans to replace the WATE-DT transmission line on the 
station’s tower and further authority to remain at 50% power would facilitate that replacement.

Because grant of the instant request for extension of STA would allow the Licensee to 
continue to provide digital television service while the Licensee repairs its digital facilities, grant 
of the instant request would be in the public interest.
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