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Section 307(b) Showing 

By the instant application, Bustos Media of Colorado License Corp. (“Bustos”), licensee 
of KGDQ(FM), Colorado Springs, Colorado (FIN: 70822), requests that the Commission modify 
the license of KGDQ(FM) to specify Centennial, Colorado as the station’s new community of 
license, and authorize the construction of modified facilities, which will serve that community.  
Grant of the application would be consistent with Section 307(b) of the Communications Act, as 
amended, and would otherwise serve the public interest. 

At present, there are no stations licensed to the Centennial community.  Accordingly, 
grant of the instant application would facilitate the introduction of a first local transmission 
service to Centennial, advancing the Commission’s priorities under Section 307(b).1  The 
introduction of first local service to Centennial would be accomplished without depriving 
Colorado Springs of local transmission or reception service.  As indicated in the attached 
Technical Exhibit, following the proposed change in community of license, Colorado Springs 
would have fourteen assigned aural transmission services remaining, and would receive at least 
19 protected FM services.  Grant of the application would result in a net gain of service to 
737,000 persons while the “loss” area would continue to be well-served, resulting in no gray or 
white area.  The 70 dBu contour of the proposed facilities would cover 843,000 persons and an 
area of 2,110 square kilometers, while the 60 dBu contour of the proposed facilities would cover 
2,002,500 persons and an area of 5,440 square kilometers.    

Although Centennial is located within the Denver Urbanized Area, Centennial has the 
social, economic, cultural, and political characteristics of a community and is sufficiently 
independent of Denver to qualify for a first local service.  The City of Centennial was 
incorporated on February 7, 2001, and includes the former Castlewood, Colorado and 
Southglenn, Colorado Census Designated Places, among other formerly unincorporated areas of 
Arapahoe County.  The U.S. Census estimates Centennial’s 2005 population at approximately 
98,243 persons.2  This population is the equivalent of approximately 17.7% of the population of 
Denver city, and approximately 4.95% of the population of the Denver Urbanized Area.  The 
driving distance from Centennial to Denver city is approximately 13.8 miles.3 

The Commission considers eight factors in determining whether a community within a 
larger urbanized area is sufficiently independent: (1) the extent to which community residents 
work in the larger metropolitan area, rather than the specified community; (2) whether the 
smaller community has its own newspaper or other media that covers the community's local 
needs and interests; (3) whether community leaders and residents perceive the specified 
community as being an integral part of, or separate from, the larger metropolitan area; (4) 
whether the specified community has its own local government and elected officials; (5) whether 

                                                 
1  See, e.g., Revision of FM Assignment Policies and Procedures, 90 FCC.2d 88 (1982).   
2  See Exhibit A.  Data from the 2000 Census predates the City’s incorporation.  The state figure is the Census 

Bureau’s 2005 estimate. 
3  See Exhibit A.  Commission precedent makes clear that this separation distance is more than sufficient to support 

a finding of independence.  See also Burlington and Cary, North Carolina, 20 FCC Rcd 10965, at ¶ 5 (2005) 
(community separated from central city by only 13.7 kilometers found independent); Ada, Newcastle and 
Watonga, Oklahoma, 11 FCC Rcd 16896 (MMB 1996), and cases cited therein. 
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the smaller community has its own telephone book provided by the local telephone company or 
zip code; (6) whether the community has its own commercial establishments, health facilities, 
and transportation systems; (7) the extent to which the specified community and the central city 
are part of the same advertising market; and (8) the extent to which the specified community 
relies on the larger metropolitan area for various municipal services such as police, fire 
protection, schools, and libraries.4  Centennial clearly satisfies these criteria, therefore meriting a 
first local service preference under Commission precedent.5  

• Employment Patterns - A substantial portion of Centennial residents work within 
Centennial, and not within Denver or other parts of the Denver Urbanized Area.  Data 
from the 2000 U.S. Census shows that, at that time, approximately 17% of Castlewood 
residents worked within Castlewood, while approximately 15.1% of Southglenn residents 
worked within Southglenn.  See Exhibit A.  Both of these figures compare favorably with 
communities previously found to be independent by the Commission.6  It stands to reason 
that, given the recent incorporation of Centennial as a larger, more cohesive civic and 
economic unit with its own local government, the percentage of Centennial residents 
working within Centennial is consistent with these figures, if not higher. Accordingly, the 
first Tuck factor has been satisfied. 

• Local Newspaper or Other Media - Centennial is served by its own weekly newspaper, 
the Centennial Citizen.  The Citizen serves the local needs and interests of Centennial 
residents by providing coverage of local politics and government operations, business 
news, community events, and sports.  The Citizen also contains a classified section and 
advertisements that focus on Centennial-based businesses and job opportunities.  In 
addition, Centennial maintains a website that contains pertinent information about 
government operations, municipal services provided by Centennial, and community 
activities, and the Centennial Connection newsletter.7  A separate website provides a 
community directory detailing local organizations and businesses and providing 
advertising.8  Accordingly, the second Tuck factor has been satisfied.9 

• Perceptions of Independence - Centennial’s community leaders and residents clearly 
perceive Centennial to have an identity independent from that of the Denver Urbanized 
Area.  When Centennial was incorporated in 2001, it was as the result of civic activism 
consisting of over 100 regional town meetings and an extensive campaign to create a new 
local government.  The incorporation – the largest in U.S. history – is itself the best 

                                                 
4  Faye and Richard Tuck, Inc., 3 FCC Rcd 5374, at ¶ 36 (1988). 
5  See e.g. Weaverville, Palo Cedro, and Alturas, California, 21 FCC Rcd 5131 (2006) (satisfaction of simple 

majority of Tuck factors demonstrates community independence). 
6  See e.g. Charles Town, West Virginia and Stephens City, Virginia, DA 06-343, at ¶ 5 (MB 2006) (Tuck factor 

satisfied where 11% of employed city residents work within city).  See also Talladega and Munford, Alabama, 20 
FCC Rcd 13010 (MB 2005). 

7  See http://www.centennialcolorado.com. 
8  See http://www.centennialcolorado.net. 
9  See e.g. Charles Town, West Virginia and Stephens City, Virginia, DA 06-343, at ¶ 5 (MB 2006); Charlotte and 

Grand Ledge, Michigan, 20 FCC Rcd 13694 (MB 2005). 
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evidence of community’s perceptions of its independent identity.  Citizens and public 
officials are proud of the City’s heritage, and demonstrate a civic pride that is founded 
upon community independence and self-determination.  Upon retiring, one Council 
Member urged citizens to remember that “It’s Our City,” and to always remember the 
City’s unique heritage.  See Exhibit B.  Centennial’s local government has built upon this 
sense of community identity by regularly inviting citizens to serve in policy-making 
posts, shoulder-to-shoulder with city council members on standing committees.  
Accordingly, the third Tuck factor has been satisfied.10  

• Local Government and Elected Officials - Centennial has its own local government and 
elected officials.  The Centennial City Council is composed of a Mayor and eight Council 
Members, two from each of the City's four wards.  See Exhibit C.  Centennial has its own 
Municipal Court, which interprets and applies, inter alia, the Centennial Municipal Code.  
Centennial has separate offices managing: Animal & Mosquito Control; Building Permits 
& Inspections; Contractor Licensing; Land Use; Liquor Licensing; Planning & 
Development; Public Works; and Zoning.  Id. Accordingly, the fourth Tuck factor has 
been satisfied.11 

• Independent ZIP Code - Centennial is effectively covered by six ZIP Codes (80015, 
80016, 80111, 80112, 80121, 80122).  See Exhibit C.  Centennial is also served by its 
own post office, located at 2221 E Arapahoe Road, Centennial, CO 80122-9998.  
Accordingly, the fifth Tuck factor has been satisfied.12  

• Local Commercial Establishments - Centennial is served by an array of local  
commercial establishments.  See Exhibit D.  These include Centennial Bank, Centennial 
Travel, Centennial Food and Beverage, Centennial Executive Suites, Centennial Collision 
Center, and numerous restaurants, shops, and other local businesses.  Centennial is served 
by its own churches, healthcare facilities, including the Centennial Medical Plaza, and its 
own airport, Centennial Airport.  Moreover, Centennial’s city government is dedicated to 
expanding business opportunities within the City.  For example, the City is currently 
participating in the redevelopment of the former Southglenn Mall, which will be renamed 
The Streets at Southglenn.  Id.  Accordingly, the sixth Tuck factor has been satisfied.13  

• Independent Advertising Market - Centennial is part of an independent advertising 
market.  As noted above, Centennial is served by a weekly newspaper, in addition to 
several websites that provide advertising.  Moreover, if the Commission grants the instant 
application, KGDQ(FM) will provide an additional outlet for advertising targeted to the 
Centennial community.  Accordingly, the seventh Tuck factor has been satisfied.14  

                                                 
10  See Crisfield, Maryland; Belle Haven, Cape Charles, Exmore, Nassawadox, and Poquoson, Virginia, 18 FCC 

Rcd 19561 (MB 2003) (perceptions of independence evidenced by decision to become a city). 
11  See e.g. Talladega and Munford, Alabama, 20 FCC Rcd 13010, at ¶ 5 (MB 2005). 
12  See e.g. Jupiter and Hobe Sound, Florida, 12 FCC Rcd 3570 (1997). 
13  See e.g. Charles Town, West Virginia and Stephens City, Virginia, DA 06-343, at ¶ 6 (MB 2006) 
14 See e.g.,Saluda and Irmo, South Carolina, 19 FCC Rcd 1078 (MB 2004) (Tuck factor seven satisfied where 

advertisers can direct their advertising to residents through local newspaper and commercial websites). 
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• Independent Municipal Service - Centennial does not rely on the Denver Urbanized 
Area for its municipal services.  See Exhibit C.  Centennial has its own fire protection 
service, libraries, park and recreation services, schools, water, and utilities services.15  In 
addition, Centennial contracts with Arapahoe County – which is independent of the city 
and county of Denver – for law enforcement, animal control, public works, and elections 
services, although the City is expected to provide even more services independently as it 
matures.16  Accordingly, the eight Tuck factor has been satisfied. 

In short, Centennial manifests the characteristics of an independent community, 
notwithstanding its proximity to Denver city.  Centennial has a large population that is governed 
by an independent city government.  That government was created to realize the community’s 
desire for an independent social, cultural, economic, and political identity.  Centennial residents 
elect their own officials, participate in local government, and benefit from municipal services 
provided by the City.  Centennial is home to numerous local businesses, including a hospital, an 
airport, a newspaper, and a post office.  In light of these facts, there can be no doubt that 
Centennial deserves a first local transmission service preference.  For these reasons, Bustos 
respectfully requests that the Commission grant the instant application. 

                                                 
15  See Crisfield, Maryland; Belle Haven, Cape Charles, Exmore, Nassawadox, and Poquoson, Virginia, 18 FCC 

Rcd 19561, at ¶ 11 (MB 2003). 
16  See e.g. Talladega and Munford, Alabama, 20 FCC Rcd 13010, at ¶ 5 (MB 2005) (credit due under Tuck factor 

eight where services are provided by a county that does not include central city).. 
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Therapeutic Centers 
 -- Please Choose --

Health Conditions 
 -- Please Choose --

Wellness Centers 
 -- Please Choose --

Centennial Medical Plaza 
 

Medical Services for the Entire Family  
  
Located at the crossroads of Arapahoe and 
Jordan Roads, Centennial has experienced 
staff members, high patient, employee and 
physician satisfaction and a focus on 
personalized care make it a unique medical 
facility.  
  
Centennial Medical Plaza treats injuries and 
illnesses with virtually all the support services 
of a hospital setting. Centennial has a full-
service ER with special expertise and staff for 
treating children's illness' and injuries. 
  
Centennial Medical Plaza is an affiliate of The 
Medical Center of Aurora, a full service hospital 
near Mississippi and South Potomac. 

  

  

 

  

  

  
HEALTHONE - UNITED 

AGREEMENT REACHED 
UnitedHealthcare members back in network with 

HealthONE facilities. Read more >> 

About Us

News & Events

Health Information

Patient Resources

Programs/Services
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Send This Page To A 
Friend  |  Print This Page 

Centennial Medical Plaza 
14200 E. Arapahoe Rd. 
Centennial, CO 80112 
Telephone: (303) 755-3303 

Copyright © 1999-2007
ehc.com; All rights reserved. 
Terms & Conditions of Use
Privacy Statement
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ICAO: KAPA  

  

Legal Disclaimer

Hotel Change 
The hotel located at Centennial Airport, formerly a Holiday Inn, has recently changed ownership and has become a Clarion 
Choice Hotel. Additionally the hotel is just wrapping up a major upgrade and remodeling project. Click here to make a 
reservation on the Choice Hotels web site as you can no longer make reservations on the Holiday Inn web site.  
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Blizzard Pictures  

 

  
To get directions to Centennial Airport enter your starting address below and click get directions.  

 

FROM:
Address or Intersection: 

City: 

State: ZIP Code:

Country:

Page 2 of 3centennial airport home

3/5/2007http://www.centennial-airport.com/



 
 

United States

Get Directions
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