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This application requests the Commission’s consent to the voluntary assignment to the 
assignee, Barrington Broadcasting LLC (“Barrington”), of the licenses for commercial television 
stations WPBN-TV in Traverse City, Michigan (Facility I.D. No. 21253) and WTOM-TV in 
Cheboygan, Michigan (Facility I.D. No. 21254).  Because the stations are located in the same 
Designated Market Area (“DMA”), known as the Traverse City -- Cadillac DMA, Section 
73.3555(b) of the Commission’s Rules prohibits a single entity from holding licenses for both of 
those stations.  The Assignor, WPBN/WTOM License Subsidiary, LLC, was given permission to 
hold the licenses for both of those stations because WTOM-TV is a “satellite” of WPBN-TV and 
the Commission made a finding in favor of allowing the Assignor to operate WTOM-TV as a 
satellite of WPBN-TV in accordance with the provisions of Note 5 to Section 73.3555 (see the 
discussion at Paragraph B of this Exhibit 15, below). 

Barrington hereby requests that the Commission find that a continuation of WTOM-TV’s 
status as a satellite of WPBN-TV under Barrington’s licensure of both stations would serve the 
public interest in accordance with Note 5 to Section 73.3555. 

In Television Satellite Stations/Review of Policy and Rules, Report and Order in MM 
Docket No. 87-8, 6 FCC Rcd 4212 (1991) (the “Satellite Policy Statement”), the Commission 
held that “ . . . all applicants seeking to transfer or assign satellite stations in the future [will be 
required] to demonstrate that the conditions warranting satellite status under this Order prevail 
at the time of transfer or assignment.”  Id. at Para. 24, 6 FCC Rcd at 4215. 

The Satellite Policy Statement declared that a rebuttable presumption in favor of the 
continuation of an existing parent/satellite relationship between two stations that are the subject 
of an application for the Commission’s consent to the assignment of the licenses for such 
stations or a transfer of control of the holder of such licenses arises if the applicant 
demonstrates that three conditions exist, as follows: 

(a) that there is no overlap between the predicted “city-grade” field intensity signal 
coverage contours of the parent station and the satellite station; 

(b) that the station whose existing satellite status is proposed to continue under the 
new owner provides service to an underserved area (which the Satellite Policy Statement 
further defines as meaning, inter alia, that the satellite station’s community of license has two or 
fewer full-service television stations licensed to it); and 

(c) that there is no alternative operator who would not present a conflict with the 
Commission’s multiple ownership restrictions ready and able to purchase and operate the  
satellite station as a full-service station. 

Id. at Paras. 18-20, 6 FCC Rcd at 4214-15. 

Barrington submits respectfully that it qualifies for the presumption described above, and 
in support offers the following: 
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1. The Engineering Statement of Jeremy D. Ruck of the firm of D. L. Markley & 
Associates, Inc. in Peoria, Illinois, dated April 4, 2006.  Mr. Ruck is Barrington’s consulting 
engineer.  Mr. Ruck’s Engineering Statement avers that there is no overlap between the city 
grade contours of WPBN-TV and WTOM-TV, which satisfies the first part of the three-part test 
to determine if Barrington is entitled to a presumption favoring continued operation of WTOM-TV 
as a satellite of WPBN-TV. 

2. Mr. Ruck’s Engineering Statement also states that there are no other full power 
television stations within the DMA that are licensed to Cheboygan.  This satisfies the second 
part of the analysis. 

3. Attached hereto is a letter to the Commission’s staff from Brian E. Cobb of 
CobbCorp, LLC of Naples, Florida, dated April 5, 2006.  Mr. Cobb’s letter establishes his 
qualifications, which include 35 years of experience in owning, managing, and brokering 
broadcast stations, including serving as a past president of the National Association of Media 
Brokers and having been involved in the brokerage of more television stations over the past 18 
years than any other broker.  Mr. Cobb’s letter includes the following professional observations 
and expert opinions: 

i. The Traverse City – Cadillac DMA is a small television market ranked 
113th in size but only 124th in revenues. 

ii. There are only four commercial television stations in the DMA, and all of 
them operate satellite facilities in order to cover the geographically-extended market. 

iii. The major population in the DMA is in the cities of Traverse City and 
Cadillac, neither of which is covered by the signal of WTOM-TV. 

iv. If the owner of WTOM-TV were to try to operate that station as an 
independently-programmed, “stand-alone” station, rather than as a satellite of WPBN-TV, 
WTOM-TV would not be able to affiliate with one of the four major television networks and most 
likely would not survive. 

v. If requested to do so, Mr. Cobb’s firm would decline to market WTOM-TV 
as a stand-alone station, due his negative view of the opportunities for success of such an 
undertaking. 

As further background, Barrington also appends to this Exhibit 15 the following additional 
reference materials: 

A. A copy of the Commission’s staff’s letter of September 24, 1996 to counsel for 
Federal Enterprises, Inc. and for Raycom Media, Inc., in which the staff found, inter alia, that the 
continued operation of WTOM-TV as a satellite of WPBN-TV, following the transfer of control of 
the licensee of those stations, would serve the public interest, based in part upon a submission 
by Mr. Cobb whose excerpts recited in the letter appear to track in large measure his attached 
letter of April 5, 2006. 



FCC Form 314 
Exhibit 15 
Page 3 of 3 
 
 
 

LEGAL_US_E # 70710385.1  

B. A copy of the Memorandum Opinion and Order in John E. Hayes and William C. 
Zortman (Transferors), et al., DA 98-863, adopted May 6, 1998 and released May 7, 1998 
(Chief, Mass Media Bureau), in which the Commission’s staff again found that the continued 
operation of WTOM-TV as a satellite of WPBN-TV, following a further transfer of control of the 
licensee of those stations, would serve the public interest, again based in part upon a 
submission by Mr. Cobb.  Id., at Paras. 21-27. 

C. A copy of Mr. Cobb’s letter to the Commission dated December 17, 1997, upon 
which the Mass Media Bureau Chief relied in part in the Memorandum Opinion and Order in 
John E. Hayes and William C. Zortman (Transferors), supra, which tracks in large measure his 
attached letter of April 5, 2006. 

In conclusion, Barrington respectfully submits that the core circumstances that have 
supported the operation of WTOM-TV as a satellite of WPBN-TV have not changed since the 
Commission’s findings in its 1996 letter ruling and its 1998 Memorandum Opinion and Order 
cited above, and that the materials submitted with this Exhibit 15 demonstrate that the continued 
operation of WTOM-TV as a satellite of WPBN-TV is entitled to the presumption under the 
Satellite Policy Statement as serving the public interest. 




















































