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SUMMARY

Voice for New Jersey (VNJ), an affiliation organized to promote better broadcast
media coverage in New Jersey, is filing this petitioq to deny the renewal of station license
for WWOR(TV). The petition is based on WWOR’s failure to meet the needs of its
community of license. Specifically, WWOR has failed to provide adequate news
coverage of world news, national news, and state and local news in its community of
license. WWOR has additionally failed to honor the specific obligations imposed on the
station by the Federal Communications Commission. These obligations were established
in recognition of WWOR’s status as the only commercial VHF station licensed in the
State of New Jersey, and the significant lack of television coverage dedicated to the
densely populated northern New Jersey market.

At the inception of the past licensing period, each of its peers in the New York
media market offered at least three times more news and public affairs programming than
WWOR. With subsequent programming reductions, WWOR’s news and public affairs
programming is now little more than 5% of its i)eer group average. Also unlike its peers,
WWOR now offers its viewers no coverage of world news or national news. This fact
alone constitutes an appalling breach of WWOR’s public interest obligations.

In 2013, WWOR eliminated its news division and cancelled its nightly newscast.
The evening news show’s replacement, a “news magazine” styled in the manner of TMZ,
can hardly be deemed a news program at all. VNJ’s analysis demonstrates that much of
the programming that WWOR asserts to be responsive to community issues is nothing of
the sort; we have also identified a great number of issues-responsive stories that the

station ignores. Accordingly, renewal of the WWOR license is not in the public interest.
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20554
In the Métter of )
Fox Television Stations, Inc. ; File No. BRCDT-20150202ACT
Applications for Renewal of License of 3
WWOR(TV) )

PETITION TO DENY RENEWAL

Pursuant to Section 309(d)(1) of the Communications Act, Voice for New Jersey
(VNJ)! respectfully submits this petition to deny renewal of the above captioned
application. As is demonstrated below, grant of this application is prima facie
. inconsistent with the public interest standard set forth in Section 309(a) of the
Communications Act. Accordingly, the application of WWOR should be designated for
hearing.

INTRODUCTION

This petition challenges the renewal of the station license for the commercial
television station WWOR(TV) (hereinafter “WWOR?”), licensed in the state of New
Jersey. The basis of this challenge is that this station has failed to meet the needs of its
community of license and, therefore, that renewal of its license would not serve the
public interest. Specifically, as documented below, this station has failed to provide
adequate coverage of world, national, state, and local news. Such coverage is vital to the

station’s community of license.

! Atachment A hereto is the declaration of Donna Sandorse, which identifies VNJ’s
interest in this application. VNJ is a working group that was created to promote a
responsive and responsible public-interest media environment in New Jersey.
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The current policies relating to license renewals were adopted in 1984. At that
time, the Commission eliminated programming guidelines as to quantities of news and
public affairs programming which would be presumed to constitute service in the public
interest. However, in so doing, the Commission stressed that "the basic responsibility to
contribute to the overall discussion of issues confronting the community is a non-
delegable duty for which each licensee will be held individually accountable."”
Deregulation of Radio, 98 FCC 1075 (1984).

Beyond the normal obligations of any station to serve its community of license,
Congress and the FCC have specifically imposed special obligations on WWOR to meet
the needs of northern New Jersey. As the Commission stated in approving the move of
Channel 9 from New York to Secaucus,

[W]e expect [WWOR-TV] to perform a higher degree of service to its Grade

B coverage area than is normally required of a broadcast licensee. At renewal

time, [WWOR-TV] will be judged by how it has met the obligation to serve

the greater service needs of Northern New Jersey, which we view as broader

than the specific needs of Secaucus. Channel 9 Reallocation (WOR-TV), 53

RR2d 469, 471 (1983).

Although this petition is based solely on WWOR’s failure to properly serve its
community of license, VNI is well aware that WWOR’s owner, Fox Television Stations,
Inc. has long been in violation of the Commission’s Newspaper/Broadcast Cross-
Ownership (NBCO) rule. The Office of Communication, Inc. of the United Church of
Christ (UCC) and Rainbow/PUSH Coalition (RPC) have filed a separate Petition to Deny

based on these NCBO violations; VNI fully supports the UCC/RPC petition.
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WWOR’s NEWS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCAST SCHEDULE
IS INSUFFICIENT TO MEET ITS PUBLIC INTEREST OBLIGATIONS

At the inception of the licensing period, the scant amounf of WWOR airtime
allocated to news and public affairs programming was already troubling, and was
woefully inferior to that of the station’s peer group. WWOR’s broadcast schedule then
provided for a one hour evening news broadcast seven days a week, and two half-hour
public affairs programs which aired on Sunday afternoons. With only eight hours of
dedicated news and public affairs programming each week, WWOR fell far short of its
peer group average.

The worst of WWOR's peers in the New York media market (its sister station
WNYW), then offered three times more news coverage than WWOR. The remainder of
the station’s peer group averaged over five hours of news coverage per day—more than
five times the volume of news coverage then offered by WWOR?.

As VNI has repeatedly pointed out to the Commission over the course of this past
licensing period®, WWOR’s news and public affairs broadcast schedule has only gotten
worse. In July, 2009, WWOR slashed staffing at its Secaucus headquarters and reduced
the airtime of its news and public affairs programming by more than half. The airtime of
the station’s nightly newscast was cut to one-half hour, and weekend news coverage was
eliminated. WWOR also eliminated one of its two Sunday public affairs programs; the

airtime for public affairs programming was thus reduced to one-half hour per week. With

? The station’s peer group is comprised of other commercial television stations in the
New York DMA with channel designations corresponding to the former VHF band: i.e
WCBS-TV, WNBC-TV, WNYW-TV, WABC-TV, and WPIX-TV.

¥ See Letter & Exhibit to Chairman Julius Genachowski dated November 27, 2009 from
Donna Sandorse, Voice for New Jersey, MB Docket No. 07-260; Letter to Acting
Chairwoman Mignon Clyburn dated July 10, 2013 from Charles Lovey, Voice for New
Jersey, MB Docket No. 07-260
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these cuts, the airtime of WWOR’s news and public affairs programming fell to less than
10% of its peer group average®.

Even after these draconian cuts, and with the renewal of its broadcast license still
under review, WWOR incredibly undertook to further reduce its service in July, 2013.

At that time the station completely disbanded its news division and eliminated its evening
newscast altogether. WWOR’s news broadcast was replaced by Chasing New Jersey, a
self-described “news magazine” styled in the manner of the tabloid gossip show TMZ.

In view of these changes, VNJ undertook an analysis of WWOR’s current news
and public affairs programming®. Obviously, with the elimination of its nightly newscast,
there is no traditional news programming on WWOR. To properly account for the
station’s Chasing program, it is necessary to account for similar “news magazine”
offerings by WWOR’s peer group. (Note that in 2014, the focus and content of Chasing
New Jersey was revised and the program renamed “Chasing” and more recently “Chasing
News.” For the sake of simplicity, we will use “Chasing” to refer collectively to the
various iterations of this program, unless otherwise specified).

The analysis shows that each week WWOR’s peers average more than 33 hours
of “straight” news programming, more than 21 hours of news magazines, and more than
1 hour of public affairs programming. These offerings constitute, on average, a total of
56 hours of programming that similarly situated stations provide in the service of their
public interest obligations. WWOR’s paltry three hours of news and public affairs
programming constitutes little more than 5% of this average. This fact alone gives rise to

serious questions as to WWOR’s performance in meeting its public interest obligations.

* See Exhibit A attached hereto, Comparative Broadcast Schedules
® See Attachment B hereto, Declaration of Charles Lovey, Page 1-2 and Exhibit A
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WWOR PROVIDES ITS AUDIENCE WITH NO COVERAGE OF
WORLD NEWS OR NATIONAL NEWS

VNJ undertook an extensive analysis of two of WWOR’s quarterly Issues of
Concern and Significant Programming Reports (hereinafter “I/P Reports”) and also
viewed and analyzed the station’s Chasing program over a recent two week period®.
More than 600 individual Chasing stories, comprising more than 24 total hours of
airtime, were reviewed in the course of this analysis. In all of this programming, there
were no stories relating to world news or national news. Indeed, a review of WWOR’s
I/P Reports indicates that the station completely abandoned such programmi‘ng when it
disbanded its news division and ceased its nightly newscast in 2013,

All of WWOR’s peer stations provide extensive coverage of world and national
news-- programming which is at the heart of a station’s obligation to inform and promote
discussion of relevant issues in its community of license. Indeed it is difficult to imagine
that there is any similarly situated station in the nation (i.e. a commercial television
station having a channel designation corresponding to the former VHF band and
broadcasting to a service area of several million people) that would not provide such
programming. WWOR’s failure to provide its audience with any coverage of world and "~
national news is an appalling breach of its public interest obligations.

Throughout the station’s past license term, WWOR’s owner/operator Fox
Television Stations, Inc (“Fox”) has submitted filings to the Commission providing
counterfeit analyses and false comparisons in an effort to justify the shortcomings of

WWOR’s programming. In 2009, Fox stated that “WWOR-TV carries more news than

® Op.Cit Attachment B: Declaration of Charles Lovey, Exhibits B-J
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other similarly situated stations. Nationally, over 60 percent of stations ranked fifth or

below in a market provide no local news at all.”

This comparison is grossly and deliberately misleading. As VNI has previously
related to the Commission:®

WWOR is not in an average media market, or even in an average market

having five or more television stations. WWOR is a presence in the New

York media market-- the largest and most lucrative market in the country.

Given the unparalleled power of this market to generate both viewers and

advertising revenue, it is far more reasonable to analyze WWOR against its

New York peers as opposed to Fox's self-serving selection of stations.

Fox has also sought to portray WWOR’s programming in a favorable light by
comparing it to other television stations licensed in New Jersey®. (Indeed, in its recent
Order granting renewal of the WWOR station license in this just-completed licensing
period'?, the Commission’s Media Bureau relied on just such a comparison, despite the

fact that such treatment was both legally improper and factually incorrect.)'!

We have made this point before'? but it bears repeating here-- the appropriate peer

group by which to measure WWOR’s performance consists of those other commercial

television stations in the New York media market with channel designations in the former

VHF band.

7 See Letter to Marlene Dortch dated August 26, 2009 from Jared S. Sher, Exhibit A,
Page 7, MB Docket No. 07-260

® Op.Cit. Letter & Exhibit to Chairman Julius Genachowski, November 27, 2009 See
Exhibit A, Page 10

® Op.Cit. Letter to Marlene Dortch, August 26, 2009 See Exhibit A, Page 10

'° Fox Television Stations, Inc. Application for Renewal of License WWOR-TV and
WNYW(TV), Memorandum Opinion and Order, 29 FCC Rcd 9564 (MB 2014),
application for review pending. at 130

" Fox Television Stations, Inc., Application for Review filed by Voice for New Jersey,
Dkt. 07-260 p. 17-19 (October. 8,2014)

12 Letter to Marlene Dortch dated Dec. 5, 2014 from Charles Lovey, Voice for New
Jersey, MB Docket No. 07-260
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There is both historical and practical significance to analyzing WWOR vis-a-vis
this peer group. At the time of the legislation enabling the relocation of WWOR’s
broadcast license in 1982, there were already a number of UHF broadcasters operating in
New Jersey. However, the number of people watching these stations, and the quality and
social impact of their programming, were both dwarfed by the larger and more influential
VHF stations that were the mainstay of most television viewers in northern New Jersey.
All of these VHF stations were licensed in New York City. It was precisely this
imbalance that the Commission sought to address when it approved the relocation of the
WWOR station license.

Even now, after the broad implementation of cable and satellite service and the
adaptation of DTV in the licensing period under review, the distinction of a channel
assignment corresponding to the former VHF band remains extremely strong. Viewers
demand access to these mainstream channels, and cable and satellite providers pay
heavily for the rights to carry their programming. In contrast, the small stations formerly
licensed in the UHF spectrum still have far less market penetration, still generate much
less revenue, and typically specialize in niche segments (religious and/or foreign-
language programming). Accordingly the market differentiation between WWOR and
other New Jersey-licensed stations remains, and comparison of the two categories of
stations remains completely inapposite.

The Commission should be well aware of all of this. In its recent Order, the
Commission’s Media Bureau even recites the specific language of the Communications
Act which provided for WWOR's relocation: "Section 331 requires the Commission to

reallocate a VHF commercial television station to a community within a state that does
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not have such a station, upon notification from a licensee that it agrees to the
reallocation." [Emphasis added]."

WWOR’S CHASING HAS LARGELY REPLACED LEGITIMATE
LOCAL NEWS COVERAGE WITH TABLOID FODDER

Unsurprisingly, given WWOR’s abandonment of world and national news
coverage and the program’s generally low production values, viewership of Chasing New
Jersey fell far below the already-abysmal ratings for WWOR’s prior evening newscast.
During the May, 2014 sweeps only 11,000 viewers tuned in per Nielson survey results, a
figure 62% lower than WWOR’s traditional newscast garnered in the prior year in the
identical time slot."

While not directly germane to the station’s performance with respect to its public
interest obligations, these ratings suggest, at minimum, that precious few of the five
million people in the station’s northern New Jersey service area find Chasing to be a
satisfactory source for news and information.

Chasing’s dreadful Nielson results may also have served as an impetus for
WWOR management to modify the program’s content-- and not in a way that serves the
public interest. As noted previously, the title of program morphed throughout 2014 from
Chasing New Jersey to simply Chasing and more recently to Chasing News. With each

of these changes, the program focused less and less on New Jersey news and information,

* Op.Cit. Fox Television Stations, Inc. Application for Renewal of License WWOR-TV
and WNYW(TV), Memorandum Opinion and Order at 76

' Diana Marszalek, “Chasing New Jersey Chasing Viewers in NYC,”
.TVNewsCheck.com, Aug. 26, 2014
http://www.tvnewscheck.com/article/78748/chasing-new-jersey-chasing-viewers-in-nyc
(accessed April 24, 2015)
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and increasingly on the sort of tabloid fodder more typically associated with the show’s
stylistic role model-- TMZ.

These assertions are borne out by an analysis of WWOR’s most current I/P
Report at the time of this writing (1% quarter 2015) as compared with the I/P Report for
the same period one year prior, when Chasing New Jersey still maintained its original
focus. The results of this analysis are telling.

In its I/P Reports, WWOR sets forth the issues that it seeks to address in broad
categories such as Government/Politics, Community, Economy, Children/Youth, and the
like. Unsurprisingly, many of the “hard” news stories appearing on Chasing fall into the
Government/Politics category, while “softer” human interest stories are generally
categorized as “Community” For the first quarter of 2014, WWOR listed 240 Chasing
stories in its I/P Report. Of these 83 stories related primarily to “Government/Politics”
(35%), while 123 stories related primarily to “Community” (51%). (Some listings in the
I/P Reports indicated that stories were responsive to multiple issues. For purposes of
VNIJ’s analysis, only the primary category was considered). Only 34 stories related
primarily to any of the other issues identified by WWOR management).

Many of the 2014 stories were highly recursive and contributed little to the
discussion of community issues. For example, five Chasing “Homeland Security” stories
were cited in the I/P report-- all of these related to security measures undertaken at the
Super Bowl held in Giants Stadium. (These aired in addition to eight other Chasing
Super Bowl stories listed in the I/P Report). The Report also listed four Chasing stories
covering road potholes, and eight stories about a teenager who sued her parents for

college tuition support. Despite all of this, the first quarter 2014 I/P Report reflects a
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non-trivial amount of programming that can reasonably be construed as responsive to
community issues.

The picture for the first quarter of 2015 is dramatically different. WWOR’s first
quarter 2015 I/P Report lists only 208 Chasing stories that are responsive to community
issues-- a decrease of 13% from the prior period. Further, Chasing’s focus on the softer
“Community” issues expanded while “hard news” stories related to Government/Politics
plummeted. The I/P Report reflects 151 “Community” stories, which comprise 73% of
the Chasing stories listed. Meanwhile, only 35 Chasing stories relating primarily to
Government/Politics were listed (17%), a decline of nearly 58% from the prior period.

To be sure, VNJ recognizes that an analysis based solely on WWOR’s issues
categories may lead to erroneous conclusions. Some stories relating primarily to
“Community” may serve to provide substantial news and information to the viewing
audience, while some “Government/Politics” topics may be sensationalistic or trivial.
Accordingly, VNI set out to categorize each of the stories contained in the two I/P
Reports based on the Reports’ (rather detailed) story descriptions. The results of this
analysis are even more revealing.

Based on the I/P Report descriptions, VNI classified each of the stories listed into
one of three categories. Stories were categorized as “News” if their substance relates
primarily to topics of social concern or public policy. Stories categorized as “Police
Blotter” relate to stories centered around police, fire department, EMT, or similar
activities where the story content is primarily sensationalistic and event-driven (i.e house
fires, automobile accidents, citizen arrests) rather than substantive matters of policy (i.e.

fire prevention, traffic safety, police methodology, etc.). Finally, stories were
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characterized as “Human Interest / Tabloid” if they lacked substantive social or public
policy content and had as their primary appeal an emotional engagement with an
individual or group, or wﬁich were designed primarily to titillate the viewer with
sensationalistic or lurid content or celebrity gossip.

To be sure, the categorization of any given story is subjective and may be subject
to debate. Nonetheless the results of the VNJ analysis demonstrate a wholesale reduction
in the serious news programming offered by WWOR-- a reduction of several orders of

magnitude. The results of this analysis are shown in Exhibits F and G , and are

summarized in the table below:

Comparative Analysis of News Coverage

Listed in WWOR I/P Reports

1st Quarter 2014 1st Quarter 2015
Number Airtime Number Airtime
Categm_'x of Stories of Stories of Stories of Stories
News 170 9 hr 26 min 90 3hr 57 min
70.8% 75.7% 43.3% 42.3%
Police Blotter 6 Ohr 18 min 25 1 hr 06 min
2.5% 2.3% 12.0% 11.7%
Human Interest / Tabloid 64 2 hr 45 min 93 4 hr 18 min
26.7% 22.0% 44.7% 46.0%
TOTALS 240 12 hr 29 min 208 9 hr 21 min

First, the change from Chasing New Jersey to Chasing News has brought with it

an obvious decrease in the amount of programming that WWOR lists in its I/P Reports.

While the number of responsive stories listed in the I/P Reports has decreased by 13%,

the airtime allocated to these stories has fallen by more than 25%. Even more telling is
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change in the program’s tenor from serious news reporting to police blotter
sensationalism and tabloid journalism.

In the first quarter of 2014, more than 75% of Chasing’s responsive stories were
dedicated to “hard” news (by airtime). The program offered minimal Police Blotter
content, and Human Interest / Tabloid stories comprised less than a quarter of the show’s
I/P Report listings.

These results changed dramatically in the first quarter of 2015, as well over half
of the news stories listed in the I/P Report were Police Blotter or Human Interest /
Tabloid content. The number of hard news stories declined by 47%, and the airtime of
these stories by a shocking 58%. With less than four hours of responsive “hard” news
stories listed in the first quarter 2015 I/P Report, WWOR offered well under three
minutes per day of such programming to its viewers.

The Commission has been clear that every television station is obligated to offer
significant news, public affairs, and other programming “that specifically treats the
important issues facing its community.” By this standard, many .‘of the stories listed in
WWOR’s I/P Reports are not responsive to community issues atvéll. Among the 64
“Human Interest/TaBloid” and six “Police Blotter” stories listed in the I/P Report for the
first quarter of 2014, several examples are prominent. It is hard to imagine that
Chasing'’s four stories about a girl who sued her parents for college tuition were
particularly informative as to “Children/Youth” issues (nor do we think that a fifth story
on the topic significantly enhanced the community’s dialogue about
“Government/Politics”). We also have difficulty understanding how a teen girl’s tweet

about her high school principal was issues-responsive; stories about a Jersey City
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policeman who appeared on “Survivor, three new bear cubs at a theme park, a makeover
for one of the “Real Housewives of New Jersey”, and a “weather dog” at a local animal
shelter are similarly suspect. The results reflected in the I/P Report for the first quarter of
2015 are even worse. WWOR’s management would apparently have us believe that six
stories about household pets, three stories about individuals with (common) diseases, and
four stories about a man whose truck fell through the ice when he attempted to drive over
a frozen river somehow constitute relevant and responsive coverage of community issues.
Additional stories on the Long Island Railroad’s Lost and Found department, a singer in a
cover band who was sued for being “too unattractive,” an oddly decorated home in
Philadelphia and a 17 year-old girl who sent pro-Nazi pictures on social media are
similarly suspect.

We wish to be very clear on one point-- VNI is not suggesting that such stories
are in any way “wrong” or that WWOR does not have the editorial discretion to air them.
Such stories may well have appeal to a segment of the community being served. We do
wish to emphasize however, that with only 2.5 hours of airtime dedicated to news
programming each week, such stories serve to crowd out other more substantive stories
dealing with social issues and public policy-- issues that are at the heart of the station’s
public interest obligations. With less than three minutes per day devoted to these types of
substantive stories in the first quarter of 2015, it is quite obvious that WWOR is not
fulfilling these obligations. The fact that many important news stories are goﬁing
unreported-- and that a great many issues of community relevance are being ignored-- is
made abundantly clear in VNJ’s analysis of Chasing broadcasts over a recent two week

period.
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VNJ’S REVIEW OF CHASING SHOWS THAT WWOR IS
IGNORING MORE SUBSTANTIVE NEWS STORIES THAN IT COVERS

VNI carefully monitored and analyzed all of the Chasing News broadcasts for the
two week period from March 29 through April 12, 2015. Our summary of these
broadcasts is shown in Exhibit H. Exclusive of introductions, advertising, promotions,
and sports and weather segments, the ten weeknight broadcasts under review contained
112 individual story segments aggregating to just over three hours of airtime.

As with our treatment of the stories listed in the I/P Reports, we categorized the
stories as “News,” “Police Blotter” or “Human Interest / Tabloid.” The results are

detailed in Exhibit I and are summarized as follows:

Analysis of Chasing News Stories
for the Period March 29 - April 12, 2015

Number Airtime

Category of Stories of Stories
News 26 0 hr 49 min
23.2% 27.1%

. Police Blotter 15 0 hr 10 min
13.4% 5.4%

Human Interest / Tabloid 71 2 hr 02 min
63.4% 67.5%

TOTALS 112 3 hr 01 min

These results further illustrate the trends shown in our I/P Report Analysis. Only
about one in four of the stories airing on Chasing News constitute serious news
programming that focuses on social issues and public policy. The balance of the
program’s segments were weighted heavily towards YouTube curiosities (a teen shocking
himself with a tazer, men throwing metal on the third rail in a New York City subway, a

second video showing a minor explosion in an NYC subway station), and videos of
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people behaving badly (three street fights, two store robberies, one school fight, two
stories showing a New York City police officer cursing and verbally abusing an Uber-
driver, and a rather gruesome video of a New York City pedestrian being killed when he
was struck by a taxi at thigh speed). Chasing also offered up two faux social media
controversies (“inapprorpiate” smiling selfies taken at the site of a New York City
building explosion, Twitter commentary on the Boston Marathon bomber) two
promotions for Fox’s Dish Nation, and three features on reality TV personalities. With
three stories on “New Jersey’s Best Meatballs” and some brief segments on “National
Beer Day,” “National Peanut Butter and Jelly Day,” and the New York Yankees’
announcement of the team’s “official sub shop,” there was insufficient airtime to cover
any number of relevant issues.

(We note in passing that the heavy concentration of New York stories listed above
is not a coincidence. VINJ’s analysis shows that less than 60% of Chasing stories were
focused on New Jersey during the two week period under review. 29% of Chasing
stories were focused on New York, with the remaining 11% attributed to other locations
or no specific location. These results are shown in Exhibit J.)

As VNI monitored two weeks of Chasing broadcasts, we also reviewed the stories
appearing in New Jersey’s largest newspaper, the Newark Star Ledger. For each day of
broadcasts, we identified a number of stories relevant to important social issues and
matters of public policy that were not covered by WWOR.

With WWOR having abandoned any coverage of world and national news, it is
unsurprising that VNJ identified 39 such stories that went unaddressed. These included

such significant issues as nuclear arms negotiations with Iran, national economic stories

Petition to Deny Renewal
filed by: Voice for New Jersey Page 17



concerning consumer spending, manufacturing growth, international trade, and housing
price trends, “religious freedom” laws in Indiana and Arkansas targeting gays, and
American involvement in the fighting in Yemen.

It is arguably of greater concern that VNI’s analysis revealed 50 important state
and local stories that received little or no coverage on WWOR. Among these were a
study indicating that New Jersey ranks last in the nation in physicians accepting new
Medicaid patients, details on how New Jersey officials were required to withdraw and
resubmit documents seeking Federal grants for Superstorm Sandy relief fifteen times, a
story on how the NJ state lottery is falling below revenue targets after its operations were
privatized, stories on the State’s crumbling infrastructure and depletion of the State
DOT’s trust fund, and state court rulings on the Governor’s proposed $1.6 billion cut in
public pension funding and the use of affordable housing funds. These are the kind of
stories that are truly responsive to “the important issues facing [the] community”-- stories
not seen on WWOR. The full list of stories not covered is shown in Exhibit K.

In short summary, for the two weeks studied, Chasing aired only 26 stories
having serious social issues and public policy concerns as their primary topic. During
that same time, VNI easily identified 39 such stories relating to world and national news,
and 50 such stories relating to State and local news that were not covered on Chasing.
More than three quarters of Chasing’s featured stories focused on police blotter coverage,
human interest segments, or tabloid journalism. Chasing News is a news show in name

only. The people of New Jersey deserve far better.
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LEGAL ANALYSIS

More than 20 years ago, the Commission determined that there had been
consistent shortcomings in commercial VHF television service with respect to the needs
of New Jersey citizens. In Docket 20350, the Commission imposed on TV stations
serving New Jersey a special New Jersey service obligation with specific guidelines,
along with a directive to submit statements describing their special service commitments
to New Jersey. Second Report and Order, 59 FCC2d 1386, 1405. In its Third Report and
Order, 62 F CC2d 604 (1976), the Commission directed TV licensees in all future
renewal applications.

While these obligations apply to all stations serving New Jersey, WWOR-TV has
additional, unique obligations to New Jersey. Having found the FCC’s actions to improve
New Jersey service to be inadequate, in 1982, Congress enacted Section 331 of the
" Communications Act, which effectively required the Commission to reallocate a VHF
TV station to New Jersey. WWOR - TV satisfied the criteria of Section 331, and
thereafter applied to be reallocated to Secaucus. See Channel 9 Reallocation (WOR-TV),
53 RR2d 469 (1983).

In implementing Section 331, the Commission took note of the Congressional
intent embodied in Section 331, quoting its sponsor, Senator Bradley, as stating that

[Tlhe reallocation of a license to New Jersey will mean that the licenseholder

will move its studios and offices to New Jersey and operate in New Jersey for

the benefit of the people in our State. . . I intend to carefully monitor the
development of any New Jersey station to insure that it is responsive to the

needs of my State. This station will not be a New Jersey station in name only.
It will serve the people of New Jersey.

Petition to Deny Renewal
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Id., 53 RR2d at 470 (quoting 128 Cong. Rec. 10946, August 3, 1982) (emphasis in the
original). See also S. Rep. No. 97-530, 97th Cong., 2nd Sess. 690 (It is the intention of
Congress that any current licensee which...will move its studio and offices, to and operate
for the public benefit of the unserved state.)

In accordance with that intent, the Commission stated that

[I]t would be appropriate to take steps toward carrying out this intention
through a higher service responsibility within [WWOR-TV=s] Grade B
coverage area. * * * * [W]e anticipate that...continued use of VHF Channel 9
will be directed toward satisfying the programming needs of its New Jersey
Grade B coverage area. In the usual case, Secaucus, the city of assignment,
would be the primary focus of the licensees programming responsibilities.
However, we have previously determined that the lack of local VHF television
service in this highly populated area of northern New Jersey presented a

~ unique set of circumstances.... Accordingly, we expect [WWOR-TV] to
perform a higher degree of service to its Grade B coverage area than is
normally required of a broadcast licensee. At renewal time, [WWOR-TV] will
be judged by how it has met the obligation to serve the greater service needs
of Northern New Jersey, which we view as broader than the specific needs of
Secaucus.

Id., 53 RR2d at 471 (emphasis added)
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CONCLUSION
VNI has established a fundamental failure in the coverage of world, national, state
and local news and New Jersey issues by WWOR, licensed in the State of New Jersey.
Accordingly, the Commission must grant this petition, designate the above-captioned

applications for hearing, and grant all such other relief as may be just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Lovey
Voice for New Jersey

1545 Crabapple Lane
Plainfield, NJ 07060

April 29, 2015
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DECLARATION OF DONNA SANDORSE IN SUPPORT OF
PETITION TO DENY RENEWAL APPLICATION

I am Donna Sandorse, a member of Voice for New Jersey and the owner of a New
Jersey-based consulting business. I have been aresident of New Jersey for over 50 years. I am
also a viewer of TV in Northern and Central New Jersey. As a resident of New Jersey, and a
small business owner, it is critical for me to be well-informed in all aspects of New Jersey.
Therefore, I believe that it is imperative for New Jerseyans to be adequately served by the
television stations which have an obligation to do so.

Members of Voice for New Jersey include more than 50 leaders from throughout New
Jersey’s corporate, government and non-profit sectors. More than half of the collective
membership of VOICE FOR NEW JERSEY (myself included) reside in the northern and central
regions of New Jersey and regularly watch television in general and WWOR specifically. As
such, Voice for New Jersey represents local residents and the Petition is filed on the members’
behalf. Voice for New Jersey is a nine-year old community organization, founded by the Alumni
of Leadership New Jersey Class of 2006, whose goal is to increase media attention on New
Jersey and improve the quality of the media coverage that NJ receives.

This declaration is submitted in support of Voice for New Jersey’s Petition to Deny
Renewal of the Station License of WWOR-TV, a commercial television station. I am familiar
with the contents of the petition to deny and the declarations submitted in support of the petition
to deny. The facts set forth therein are true to the best of my knowledge. I declare under penalty
of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on April 28, 2015.

Donna Sandorse
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EXHIBIT A

COMPARATIVE BROADCAST SCHEDULES OF NEW YORK MEDIA
MARKET STATIONS WITH CHANNEL ALLOCATIONS IN THE VHF BAND

ANALYSIS OF NEWS PROGRAMMING
| Offered by New York Metropolitan Area Television Stations
Week of November 30, 2009
Weekday Saturday Sunday TOTAL
Station Channel Schedule Schedule Schedule HOURS
WCBS-TV 2 55 3.0 3.5 34.0
WNBC-TV 4 35 3.5 35 245
WNYW-TV 5 25 2.5 1.5 16.5
WABC-TV 7 5.0 3.0 5.0 33.0
WPIX-TV 11 6.0 1.5 2.0 335
Peer Average: 4.5 27 3.1 28.3
WWOR-TV 9 0.5 0.0 0.0 2.5
%of Peer Avg: 11.1% 0.0% 0.0% 8.8%
ANALYSIS OF NEWS, NEWS MAGAZINE
& PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING
Offered by New York Metropolitan Area Television Stations
Week of April 20, 2015
Weekday Saturday Sunday TOTAL
Station Channel Schedule Schedule Schedule HOURS
WCBS-TV 2
News 6.5 35 5.0 41.0
News Magazine 2.0 20 1.0 13.0
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 1.5 1.5
Station Total 8.5 55 7.5 55.5
WNBC-TV 4
News 3.5 1.5 2.0 21.0
News Magazine 7.0 35 4.5 43.0
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0
Station Total 10.5 5.0 7.5 65.0

Exhibit A-- Comparative Broadcast Schedules
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WNYW-TV 5
News 25 0.5 2.0 15.0
News Magazine 6.5 0.5 0.0 33.0
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5
Station Total 9.0 1.0 2.5 48.5
WABC-TV 7
News 8.5 5.0 5.5 53.0
News Magazine 35 15 1.0 20.0
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 2.5 25
Station Total 12.0 6.5 9.0 75.5
WPIX-TV 11
News 6.5 1.0 2.0 355
News Magazine 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Station Total 6.5 1.0 2.0 355
Peer Average:
News 5.5 2.3 3.3 33.1
News Magazine 3.8 1.5 1.3 21.8
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.1
Station Total 9.3 3.8 5.7 56.0
WWOR-TV 9 .
News 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0.0
News Magazine 0.5 0.0 0.0 2.5
Public Affairs 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.5
Station Total 0.5 0.0 0.5 3.0
WWOR-TV %of Peer Avg:
News 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
News Magazine 13.2% 0.0% 0.0% 11.5%
Public Affairs n/a n/a 455% 45.5%
Station Total 5.4% 0.0% 8.8% 5.4%
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Niko Perazich, Office Manager, Institute for Public Representation, do hereby certify

that, on May 1, 2015, pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §1.47(f), a copy of the forgoing Petition to Deny
Renewal of WWOR(TV) was served by first class U.S. mail, postage prepaid, upon the party at

the address below.

Joseph M. Di Scipio
Fox Television Stations, Inc.
400 North Capitol Street, NW

Suite 890

Washington, DC 20001
e Sy
Niko Perazich

May 1, 2015



