
HOW TO READ THE FM COMPUTER PRINT-OUT

The computer print-out should be self-explanatory for the most part. The parameters of
the station being checked, (reference station) are printed in the heading. The 60 dBu protected
contour is predicted from the Commission's F(50-50) table, while the 40, 54, 80 and 100 dBu
contours are interference contours derived from the Commission's F(50-10) table. Contour
distances are in kilometers and are predicted using spline interpolation from data points identical
to those published in Report No. RS 76-01 by Gary C. Kalagian. Critical contour distances are
determined using the Commission's TVFMINT FORTRAN subroutine. When interference
contour distances are less than 16 kilometers the F(50-50) tables are used.  If signal contour
distances are less than 1.6 km the free-space equation is used.

The column listed "* IN *" is the sum of the reference station's 60 dBu protected contour
and the data file station's interference contour subtracted from the distance between the stations.
(All distances are derived by the method detailed in Sec. 73.208 of the Rules and Regulations as
amended in Docket 80-90.)  Therefore, the column is a measure of incoming interference.
Negative distances in this column indicate the presence of interference.  Listed antenna heights
are the average heights of eight standard radials as found in the Commission's records unless
otherwise noted, in which case the specific antenna heights along the azimuths between the
reference station and the database station are used and visa versa. The column labeled "* OUT *"
shows the distance of kilometers of overlap or clearance between the reference station's
interference contour and the database station's protected contour.  Negative distance figures in
this column indicate outgoing interference.

For I.F., commercial, international and other spacing based relationships, the "IN" and
"OUT" columns change their significance.  The letter "R" stands for the minimum required
distance in kilometers, while the letter "M" in the next column follows the available clear space
separation in kilometers or "Margin". Minimum commercial separation distances were taken
from Sec 73.207 of the rules as amended.  This procedure is also used for all Canadian and
Mexican spacing. Canadian separation distances were derived from the "Canadian/American
Working Agreement".

Under the "BEARING" column, the first row of numbers indicate the bearings from true
north of the data base stations in relationship with the reference station, while the numbers in the
second row indicate the reverse bearings from the database station to the reference station.

The columns labeled “INT” and “PRO” hold the distance in kilometers of the appropriate
interference contour and the protected contour of a data base station.

The first three letters of the "TYPE" column identify the current F.C.C. status of the
stations.  The fourth letter will be a "D" or "Z" (Sec. 73.215) if the facility is directional.  The
fifth letter will be an E, H or V depending on the type of antenna polarization.  The sixth letter
will be a 'Y' if the antenna uses beam tilt.


