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Description of Involuntary Transfer of Control 

 This application is one of three applications being filed in connection with the 
involuntary transfer of control of Calkins Media, Inc. (“Calkins Media”) that occurred upon the 
death of Shirley C. Ellis.  Use of FCC Form 316 is appropriate because control is being 
transferred to the co-executors of Ms. Ellis’s estate.  Attached hereto is the court document 
appointing Stanley Ellis and Wesley Ellis as co-executors of Ms. Ellis’s estate. 

Calkins Media is the indirect parent of WWSB License, LLC, the licensee of 
WWSB(DT), Sarasota, FL (FIN 61251), WTXL-TV License, LLC, the licensee of WTXL-TV, 
Tallahassee, FL (FIN 41065), and WAAY-TV License, LLC, the licensee of WAAY-TV, 
Huntsville, AL (FIN 57292).  Calkins is a closely-held, family owned corporation, and controlled 
by three members of the Calkins family – Shirley Ellis, Sandra Hardy, and Carolyn Smith – each 
of whom has 33.33% of the votes of Calkins.  In 2014, Carolyn Smith passed away and her 
33.33% of the votes transferred to her estate.  At the time of Ms. Smith’s death, no FCC approval 
was required to transfer the votes to Ms. Smith’s estate because not more than 50% of the votes 
in Calkins changed hands.   

Now, with the passing of Ms. Ellis, the votes held by Ms. Ellis have transferred to her 
estate.  As a result, there has now been a change in control of more than 50% of the votes of 
Calkins, requiring FCC approval. 

Below is a chart setting forth the ownership of Calkins before and after the involuntary 
transfer of control. 
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