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July 3, 2006 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED 
(VIA ECFS) 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: MB Docket No. 03-15 

KLSR-DT, Eugene, Oregon (Facility ID No. 8322) 
 Request for Waiver of Replication/Maximization Interference       
                 Protection Deadline       

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On behalf of California Oregon Broadcasting, Inc. (“COBi”), the permittee of 
digital television (“DTV”) station KLSR-DT, Eugene, Oregon (Facility ID No. 
8322), we hereby request a waiver of the July 1, 2006 replication/maximization 
interference protection deadline.1   

COBi understands that, in order to meet the requirements of the interference 
protection deadline, KLSR-DT must be operating with the facilities specified in its 
DTV construction permit2 by July 1, 2006.3  As explained below, however, due to 
circumstances beyond its control, COBi requires an extension of time within which 
to complete construction of KLSR-DT’s permitted facilities, and therefore 
respectfully requests a waiver of the July 1 deadline.4 

                                                 
1 See Public Notice, DTV Channel Election Issues – Compliance with the July 1, 
2006 Replication/Maximization Interference Protection Deadline; Stations Seeking 
Extension of the Deadline, DA 06-1255 (rel. June 14, 2006). 
 
2 File No. BMPCDT-20041028AKC. 

3 See Second Periodic Review of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations 
Concerning the Transition to Digital Television, MB Docket No. 03-15, FCC 04-
192, ¶ 78 (rel. Sept. 7, 2004). 
 
4 KLSR-DT is currently operating at reduced power pursuant to special temporary 
authority (“STA”). See FCC File No. BDSTA-20021011ABY, as extended.  The 
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Circumstances beyond COBi’s control have thwarted COBi’s diligent efforts to 
meet the July 1, 2006 buildout deadline.  COBi ordered the transmitter and related 
equipment required for the buildout from K Tech on December 5, 2005, after seeing 
the equipment demonstrated at the 2005 National Association of Broadcasters show 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.  COBi felt comfortable using K Tech, because it had 
successfully relied on the company in the past to supply equipment for its television 
stations.5  Upon receiving COBi’s order, K Tech subcontracted the IOT final 
amplifier and associated integration and support to Microwave Service Management 
Inc. (“MSMI”).6  COBi was originally to take delivery of the equipment in February 
or March of this year, leaving more than enough time to complete KLSR-DT’s full-
power buildout. 

In early 2006, Frank Spaine, owner and president of MSMI, passed away.  Since 
that time, Mr. Spaine’s widow has been running the company and has been forced 
to lay off most of its employees.  Neither COBi nor K Tech knew of Mr. Spaine’s 
passing until April 2006.  Geoff Carter, principal engineer at MSMI, has assured K 
Tech that the transmitter will be built, at no increased cost, using equipment from 
Thales and MSMI.  Mr. Carter negotiated with Thales to secure the order and obtain 
a delivery date for the transmitter.  While Thales originally indicated an August 

                                                 
(Continued . . .) 
most recent extension of this STA, see FCC File No. BEDSTA-20060411ADC, 
expires on July 1, 2006.  Concurrently with this waiver request, COBi is filing a 
request for extension of its STA and an FCC Form 337 application seeking an 
extension of time to construct the facilities specified in KLSR-DT’s outstanding 
construction permit. 
 
5  K Tech has successfully supplied COBi with ATSC digital modulators, ASI-
SMPTE 310 converters, and digital receivers, and served as the integrator of our 
low power digital amplifiers and mask filters in use since COBi began DTV 
operation of KOBI-DT, KOTI-DT and KLSR-DT in 2003.  The equipment has 
operated reliably and K-Tech has provided responsive customer support.  
 
6  Initially, COBi was not aware that K Tech has subcontracted a portion of the 
work. 
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2006 delivery date, it now appears that delivery will not occur until early September 
2006.7 

COBi has taken necessary steps within its control to compete construction.  For 
example, much of the infrastructure necessary for installation is already in place at 
the site.  The power company visited the site and modified the building main power 
and distribution system for the new equipment.  K Tech has already shipped some 
transmitter components to COBi, and COBi has readied them for the installation 
process.  Notwithstanding these efforts, however, COBi cannot complete KLSR-
DT’s full-power buildout until it receives remaining transmitter components from K 
Tech.   

Once the equipment is in hand, COBi believes that it can complete the buildout 
within about a month.  Given the continued uncertainty concerning delivery timing, 
however, COBi respectfully requests a waiver up to and including November 1, 
2006, to ensure sufficient time to complete construction.  Given COBi’s good faith 
efforts to construct a digital facility and the importance of ensuring that viewers 
continue to receive digital signals, grant of this waiver would serve the public 
interest by allowing KLSR-DT additional time to comply with the 
replication/maximization deadline and ensuring that the station’s interference 
protection is not limited to the DTV service area achieved by the July 1, 2006 
deadline.8 

                                                 
7  Further factual detail concerning the foregoing are contained in a June 12, 
2006 letter from Thales and a June 14, 2006 letter from K Tech, both of which are 
attached to this request. 
 
8  See, e.g., Digital Television Construction Deadline, 16 FCC Rcd. 8122 at ¶ 
11 (2001) (manufacturing backlog, unexpected work stoppages, and unexpected 
changes in proposed facilities are circumstances beyond a licensee’s control, 
warranting the extension of DTV construction deadlines). 
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If there are any questions concerning this matter, please contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 
 
 /s/ Marnie K. Sarver  
 
Marnie K. Sarver 
 
cc (by email): Shaun Maher 
 






