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Re: FCC File No. BPFT-20121115A1E

Good Morning!

I am writing in full support of the waiver request for the FM translator for WTCI AM, Tell City
lndiana to allow it and other AM broadcasters to move an FM translator a greater distance
than the FCC's rules now allow. The application is FCC File No. BPFT-20121116A18.

This is about AM stations and AM revitalization , NOT about FM translator speculators. Please

do not let proclivity to punish FM translator speculators make this very valuable service
unavailable to struggling AM operators and the service they provide to their communities.

This action would have an immediate, substantive effect upon the vitality of many AM stations.
While there are a number of ideas for revitalizing the AM service , most will not bear fruit for
many years.

The ability to acquire a FM translator for my AM station would greatly increase the ability of
WESR AM to serve the community in times of emergency and provide valuable public service
announcements, emergency weather and urgent local news during the overnight hours.
Recently during Sandy, WESR AM was forced to operate on 50 watts due to nighttime
restrictions reducing the number of people covered by our signal by 90%.

This action can be completed at very little cost and will provide immediate relief to our AM
situation and especially who struggle to serve outlying communities as AM stand alone
operations.

Please give this urgent matter your full consideration.

egards, ^tAt A*!L
Charlie Russell Owner-Operator

WESR AM/FM, Onley Virginia

Eastern Sfiorc Eadio, lnc. P,O. Box 4ffi Onley, VA 2ts418
(757) 787-em FAX (t57) 787-3819 wes@wesr.net









 

Honorable Commissioners 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I am writing to provide feedback to the Revitalization AM Broadcast Stations of the Country that has its 
roots in The Tell City Waiver Request. 
 
As an operator of small market radio stations, I understand the pressures faced by AM stand-alone stations 
dwarfed by major market stations from bigger cities outside of the local service area.  These out of market 
stations don’t serve the local market as passionately as the local broadcaster, but by virtue of the fact that 
they are FM and the local broadcaster is too often times just AM, the local caring and committed operator 
loses listeners.  And without listeners, you cannot sell ads and stay in business. 
 
That means standalone AMs have the greatest potential to go dark in the next 5-10 years.  
 
For our group of stations in Eastern North Carolina, we have three and will soon have four AM stations.  
Fortunately we are a part of Curtis Media.  Don Curtis is committed to Serving the Public, and has the 
financial resources to implement the purchase of translators.  And in spite of this, we have only been able to 
acquire one translator so far.  And for that, we have paid a premium price.  If we had been locally owned, 
which most stations like us are, the ability to come up with hundreds of thousands of dollars to buy more 
translators would have been virtually impossible.   
 
If we were able to revitalize our other AM stations with FM translators, their position in the community 
would be preserved for as long as FM continues to be used by listeners.  And the audiences served by these 
stations would continue to receive vital local news and information.   
 
Should the Commission move to make it easier to move translators, the cost would come down and the 
availability would go up.  In that scenario, local stations like ours would be able to continue to Serve the 
Public in ways only local broadcasters can.   
 
I respectfully ask that you help make the Revitalization of AM Broadcast Stations a reality.  By doing so will 
have an amazing impact on our ability to be relevant in our local market for our local listeners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Johnston 
General Manager 
Curtis Media, Goldsboro / Kinston, NC 





WILLIAM H. PAYNE
PAYNE 5 COMMUNfCATIONS. LLC

K-95.5, lnc., Payne I Communications, LLC,
Green Country Daily News, LLC

24189 E. 865 Road
Welling, OK 74471-2245

Telephone and FAX: (918) 457-3512

---+ Thursday, January 17,2013

Dear Bud:

Increased distance for translators could meangreat things for any of
broadcasters with an AM station. To be able to haveaccess to the
increased distance for a translator would meannot only an enlarged
listening audience; it would meanlisteners after dark, which is not really
an option with our small AM stations at these 10 seconds.

Not only would such actions transmit into enlarged audiences, they would
also increase the advertising revenue for the AM stations. They would
also serve the public good by giving listeners access to things that mean
something to them (local sports events, weather, current activities,
events, etc.) and allow them to listen to their 'favorite' station(s)
throughout the day and night. Currently, most AM stations either go off
at dusk or havesuch reduced broadcasting capabilities, that the public is
not well served at all.

Yes - FM translators for AM stations at increased distances would indeed
openanother door. Licenseeswith AM stations are greatly inhibited at
this time. Allowing the use of the translators would be infinitely better
for all concerned, especially the listening public. The use of this type of
system would infinitely improve broadcasting for everyone concerned ...
beginningwith the public and going down to the broadcasters.

Good luck with your meeting. Youare plowinga new row, but it could be
for the benefit of everyone. My best as always.

Yours truly, ~

~-I?-P~
WILLIAM H. "Bill" PAYNE

cc: John Garziglia





November 28, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in support of a waiver request filed with the Federal Communications 
Commission, FCC File No. BPFT-20121116ALE, to move an existing FM translator 
in order for it to simulcast WTCJ, an AM radio station in Tell City, Indiana.

WTCJ, along with AM radio stations across the country, continue to be challenged 
with man-made interference that challenges their ability to retain and grow audiences.

The FCC has wisely granted the ability for AM radio stations to simulcast on FM 
translators when they're available.  

This waiver request would allow the FM translator to be moved a distance, in order to 
help WTCJ provide local radio service to Tell City, Indiana and surrounding area.

As a licensee of 3 AM radio stations, all of which are simulcast on FM translators 
we've been blessed to acquire and use, I can personally attest to the importance of 
continuing to provide local radio service that's been heard for decades on my AM 
stations, by having the same programming simulcast on FM translators that are not as 
suspectible to man-made interference as the AM signal.

I would ask that the Commission grant the waiver request of WTCJ so that it can 
continue to provide local radio service in Tell City, Indiana, on the FM dial as well as 
the AM dial.

Respectfully,
Randal J. Miller
President
Miller Communications, Inc.
Virden Broadcasting Corp.
Kaskaskia Broadcasting, Inc.




