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By letter dated December 28, 2011, WLFG(TV), Grundy, Virginia (Facility ID No. 37808)

(“WLFG”), notified the Commission of its silent status due to severe damage sustained by the WLFG

antenna system on December 22, 2011. Through its letter, WLFG requested authority to remain silent

until repairs to the antenna system could be completed. At that time, WLFG was still assessing how to

repair the antenna system and how long the repairs would take.

Upon investigation, the Licensee’s consulting engineer has determined that a faulty transmission

line dehydrator pressurization unit allowed moisture into the antenna transmission line, allowing the RF

current to “short out” through the conductive moisture and burn the transmission line internally. The

failure occurred during a weather storm that had high humidity.

The Licensee is in the process of returning certain failed antenna components to the manufacturer

to determine if they can be repaired. Other failed components may need to be ordered and replaced.

Depending on the mountain weather conditions at the antenna site, and the availability of replacement

and/or repaired parts from the manufacturer, the Licensee and its consulting engineers estimate that

repairs may take at least six months to complete.

In the meantime, the Licensee and its consulting engineers have been able to restore the antenna

system to working condition. With the repairs, WLFG is now able to operate at reduced power—more

specifically, 45 kW Effective Radiated Power. The Licensee requests STA to operate at the parameters

described herein for six months while the Licensee works to repair and/or replace and install the antenna

equipment necessary to restore WLFG to operations at its full, licensed parameters.

The public interest will be served by granting this request. By restoring operations at reduced

power, a portion of WLFG’s viewing audience will have its service restored while repairs to the antenna

are being completed.

* * *


