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Exhibit 15 
Section III, Item 6b 

Statement in Support of Continued Satellite Status of  
Stations KABY-TV and KPRY-TV 

The Grade B contours of KABY-TV, Aberdeen, South Dakota (“KABY”) and KPRY-TV, 
Pierre, South Dakota (“KPRY”), overlap the Grade B contour of KSFY-TV, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota (“KSFY”) (collectively, the “Stations”).  Stations KABY and KPRY currently operate as 
satellite stations of KSFY and thus the current joint ownership is compliant with the Federal 
Communications Commission’s (“Commission”) local television ownership rule.  Hoak proposes 
to continue to operate stations KABY and KPRY as satellite stations of KSFY.  The local 
television ownership rule does not apply to satellite stations.1 

The Commission requires that all applicants seeking to transfer or assign satellite stations 
justify continued satellite status by demonstrating compliance with the satellite exemption policy 
that is applicable to new satellite stations.2  Pursuant to the Commission’s satellite exemption 
policy, an applicant is entitled to a presumption that its proposed satellite operation is in the 
public interest if it meets three criteria: (1) no city grade contour overlap exists between the 
parent and the satellite; (2) the proposed satellite station will provide service to an underserved 
area; and (3) no alternative operator is ready and able to either construct or to purchase and 
operate the satellite as a full-service station.3  An applicant seeking Commission consent to the 
assignment or transfer of a station that previously has been granted satellite status must 
demonstrate that these three criteria are applicable or, in the alternative, that compelling 
circumstances exist to warrant continued satellite status.4  If an applicant cannot qualify for the 
presumption, the Commission will evaluate the proposal on an ad hoc basis, and grant the 
application if there are compelling circumstances that warrant approval.5  Both of the Stations 
meet all three of the satellite waiver criteria and thus should continue to qualify as satellite 
stations following the consummation of the proposed assignment. 

First, as the attached engineering exhibit demonstrates, no overlap exists between the city 
grade contours of KSFY and its two satellite stations, KABY and KPRY.6  Second, the proposed 
satellite stations provide service to “underserved” areas.  Specifically, the communities of license 
of the two satellite stations – Aberdeen, South Dakota and Pierre, South Dakota – constitute 
                                                 

1 47 CFR § 73.3555 Note 5. As such, operation of KABY and KPRY as satellites of KSFY will not violate 
the Commission’s local television ownership rule. See Review of the Commission’s Regulations Governing 
Television Broadcasting, MM Docket No. 91-221, Television Satellite Stations Review of Policy and Rules, Report 
and Order, MM Docket No. 87-8, FCC 99-209, 14 FCC Rcd. 12903 (1999). 

2 See Television Satellite Stations, 6 FCC Rcd. 4212, 4215 (1991) (“Satellite Order”). 
3 Id. 
4 Id. 
5 Id. 
6 See Attachment A, Engineering Exhibit. 
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underserved communities for purposes of satellite status analysis.  A proposed satellite 
community of license is considered underserved if there are two or fewer television stations, 
including commercial, noncommercial, and satellite stations, already licensed to it.7  Aberdeen 
and Pierre each have only one other television station, a non-commercial station.8  Thus, the 
proposed satellite stations will continue to provide service to underserved areas. 

Third, as stated in the attached expert opinion, it is clear that no alternative operator is 
ready and able to purchase and operate either satellite station as a full-service station.9  Whereas 
satellite stations KABY and KPRY both cover only small outlying communities within the Sioux 
Falls-Mitchell DMA, neither station would be able to gain access to network or syndicated 
programming without operating as a satellite of another station in the market.  Further, the four 
major broadcast networks already have affiliates in the Sioux Falls-Mitchell DMA and are likely 
to have DMA-wide exclusivity for such programming, as is typical in affiliation agreements.  
Given the small market and level of revenues available in these markets, neither station operating 
as a stand-alone station would be able to afford to purchase licensing rights for local 
programming such as college sports events.  It also is unlikely that either station operating as a 
stand-alone station could afford to produce and air local news such as that aired throughout the 
Sioux Falls-Mitchell DMA on KSFY.  The Commission most recently granted stations KABY 
and KPRY continued satellite status on February 27, 2004.10  Accordingly, for the reasons set 
forth above, the Media Bureau should grant continued satellite status for these stations.  
Assuming such status is granted, the stations will not be counted and considered for purposes of 
evaluating the assignee’s compliance with the local television ownership rule. 

                                                 
7 See Satellite Order at 4215. 
8 BIA Media Access Pro database (consulted July 19, 2006). 
9 See Attachment B, Expert Opinion. 
10 See Letter from Barbara A. Krisman, Chief, Video Division, Media Bureau to South Dakota Television 

License Sub, L.L.C., File Nos. BALCT-20031218AAH, BALCT-20031218AAI, BALCT-20031218AAJ, 
BALTTV-20031218AAK (February 27, 2004). 
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