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SUMMIT BROADCASTING II, LLC 
KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 281C1 
FCC FORM 301 
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 This Technical Statement is being filed as part of an amendment to the pending FCC 

form 301 application (BMPH-20180122ABG) for the modification of Construction Permit 

(“CP”) (BNPH-20151013AAM) for KCNU(FM) Silver City, ID, facility ID 198794.   

 KCNU seeks to relocate to an existing tower site at the established antenna complex 

located at “War Eagle Peak” adjacent to the town of Silver City, Idaho. 

 The original modification of CP called for KCNU to one step downgrade from its current 

class C CP, to a class C3 on channel 280.  However, Commission staff notified KCNU that this 

proposed class downgrade would not be mutually exclusive with the original allotment in FCC 

FM auction 98 at McCall, Idaho on channel 280A.    

 The permittee has determined that the original CP site is unable to be constructed due to 

power limitations (there is no commercial power source at the CP site) and because of a later 

discovered Effective Radiated Power (“ERP”) limitation imposed at the current CP site (500 

watts maximum).  This makes the current CP site un-buildable since KCNU has calculated that 

anything less than an approximate ERP of 90 KW would not place the required 70 dBµ contour 

over the proposed city of license at Silver City, Idaho.   

 The Permittee, Summit Broadcasting II, LLC (“SBL”) has made an exhausted search for 

an alternate site to be utilized by a new operation of KCNU Silver City.   No existing sites could 

be found.   The area to locate channel 280C are in very rural and un-developed areas and mostly 

owned by the Bureau of Land Management which are very restrictive about new tower 

development areas.  The only practical already existing communications tower site that would be 



available for use by KCNU is the War Eagle site as mentioned above.   Even this site does not 

have commercial power available to it, but the multiple tower owners at the site have developed 

a continuous power source using multiple diesel generators and solar panels.   The War Eagle 

site has two other Non-Commercial full power FM installations, KAWS Marsing, ID, facility ID 

8417 on channel 206C1 and KGCL Jordan Valley, OR, facility ID 85777, on channel 215C0.   

Thus, this site is a developed high power FM site. 

 The only issue facing a proposed operation of KCNU at this multi user site is that it 

would only meet full 73.207 spacing to all other pertinent stations and allotments on channel 280 

if it operated as a Class C3 at Silver City.  While a C3 operation would meet all of the technical 

requirements for a new station at Silver City on channel 280, as mentioned above, a proposed 

allotment point would not be mutually exclusive to the original FM 98 auction allotment point at 

McCall, ID on channel 280A.   

 KCNU is now proposing a Class C1 operation at the War Eagle site on channel 280.  

However, under the provisions of 73.207 this would create an 8.0 kilometer short spacing 

condition to the second adjacent channel operations of KSAS-FM Caldwell, ID, facility ID 

63920 on channel 278C, and KAWO Boise, ID, facility ID 63916, on channel 282C.  A waiver 

of the provisions of 73.207 and the overlap requirements of 73.215 is hereby being requested in 

regards to these two stations.  It will be later shown that the proposed 100 dBµ interference 

contour will not cover any population, thus, there will be no “real life” interference caused to 

either of these two second adjacent channel stations.  The short spacing is relatively minimal.  

KCNU is also proposing to operate with less than maximum class C1 facilities, and just slightly 

greater than would be allowed by a maximum class C2 operation.  This being proposed since 

with the proposed 1.6 KW ERP of KCNU at the War Eagle site, it will help with the proposed 



transmitter power consumption requirements which are limited at the site.  Horizontal only 

polarization is being proposed to help conserve on power consumption needs by KCNU as well. 

 The other issue is the proposed allotment point for channel 280C1 at Silver City, ID 

would not quite be mutually exclusive with the original allotment point proposed for channel 

280A at McCall, Idaho.  However, the original allotment point was just an arbitrary point located 

within the community, not at an established tower site, and in a residential area in McCall which 

would not have been a practical area to construct a new FM operation.  It was also not at the 

reference coordinates used for the community.   Un-used allotment points for channels at 

communities are routinely adjusted by the Commission to allow for other new station 

considerations as long as the allotment point remains qualified to be used at the community 

technically.  SBL suggests the allotment point of 44º 49’ 41”, 116º 10’ 27” be utilized for 

channel 280A at McCall, ID for better reference purposes.  This is an established 

communications tower site located just south of the community.  It is an existing 190 foot self-

supporting tower.  It would provide excellent line of sight service to McCall on channel 280A. 

 Figure 1 is a channel spacing study conducted at the proposed allotment point for KCNU 

for use of channel 280C1 at Silver City, ID.   It is within the required 50 kilometers of the entire 

community of Silver City.  Figure 1A shows a channel spacing study conducted at the reference 

allotment point at McCall, Idaho on channel 280A.   The distance between these two points is 

191.3 kilometers, or well within the 200 kilometer spacing requirements for a co-channel Class 

A to Class C1 operation under 73.207, making the allotment at Silver City mutually exclusive 

with the original allotment at McCall, ID in FM auction 98. 

 Figure 2 shows a channel spacing study conducted at the proposed War Eagle tower site 

for KNCU on channel 280C1.  As mentioned above, this site is short spaced to KSAS-FM and 



KAWO.  It is also short spaced under 73.207 to KBGZ Spring Creek, NV, facility ID 166019, on 

channel 280C1.  Processing under 73.215 is hereby being requested in regards to KBGZ. 

 Figure 4 shows a detailed interference study conducted against the proposed operation of 

KCNU and a maximized Class C1 operation of KBGZ.   As can be seen, there will not be any 

prohibitive overlap between these two facilities.  

 Figure 3 is the predicted 100 dBµ interference contour for the proposed operation of 

KCNU which documents that it will not cover any population.  Hence, there will be no “real life” 

interference caused to either KSAS-FM or KAWO.  Thus, a waiver of the sections 73.207, and 

73.215 are hereby being requested in regards to these two stations.   The Commission has 

previously ruled that Section 73.215(e) waiver requests are evaluated on the basis of the 

following criteria: (1) The present site is no longer available. (2) Suitable non-short-spaced sites 

are unavailable; and (3) The site selected is the least short-spaced of all available sites.  KCNU 

represents that the second and third requirements are pertinent in this case.  

            Figure 5 is the predicted 70 dBu coverage contour for the proposed KCNU.

 Figure 6 is a copy of a prior FCC ruling it made in regards to KDBI-FM (formerly 

KBNH) Homedale, ID, facility ID 87812.   This station is located just 41 kilometers from the 

current KCNU CP.  It faced the nearly identical issues now faced by KCNU.  It was allowed to 

short space KCIX(FM) Garden City, ID on its second adjacent channel by some 13.6 kilometers 

for lack of a suitable transmitter site.   KCIX is located at the same “Deer Peak” tower site as 

KSAS-FM and KAWO at issue in this case.  KDBI-FM operates with much higher ERP 

(100KW) and greater facilities than the proposed KCNU (1.6 KW) and did have some 

population coverage within its proposed 100 dBµ interference contour.  Thus, the waiver request 

being made here by KCNU is technically much less evasive then the Commission previously 

granted to KDBI-FM. 



 Figure 7 shows a photo of the established communications tower site at War Eagle Peak. 

 SBL hereby respectfully requests that its waiver request be granted, and a new modified 

Construction Permit be granted to its KCNU(FM) Silver City, ID on channel 280C1.  As a matter 

of law, the current KCNU CP will expire on February 24th, 2019.  Thus, expedited processing is 

also hereby requested. 

 

  

 

 



   CH 280 C1 103.9 MHz 
 Current Spacings to 3rd Adj.

            FIGURE 1 - PROPOSED ALLOTMENT POINT
              KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

   Data Date:12-20-18  Job Date:12-22-18
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Call      CH#   Type   Location               Azi    D-KM   FCC    Margin
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
 KCNU.C    280C  CP     Silver City      ID    214.1   3.65  269.5  -265.9
 KCNU      280C3 RSV-A  Silver City      ID    126.0  51.14  210.5  -159.4
 KCNU.A    280C3 APP    Silver City      ID    126.0  51.14  210.5  -159.4
 KSAS-FM   278C  LIC    Caldwell         ID     59.0 104.53  104.5     0.03
 KAWO      282C  LIC    Boise            ID     59.0 104.53  104.5     0.03
 AL2336    280C3 VAC    Monument         OR    315.7 249.82  210.5    39.3
 KBGZ      280C1 LIC    Spring Creek     NV    156.3 284.94  244.5    40.4
 KTIK-FM   226C  LIC    New Plymouth     ID     59.0 104.54   40.5    64.0
 R10567    281C2 DEL    Sisters          OR    286.5 343.79  157.5   186.3
 KWPK-FM   281C2 LIC    Sisters          OR    286.5 343.79  157.5   186.3
 KWHT      278C1 LIC    Pendleton        OR    342.2 295.22   81.5   213.7
 AU9410530 277C  VAC    Alturas          CA    233.8 322.13  104.5   217.6
 KRKL      227C1 LIC    Walla Walla      WA    346.2 310.76   33.5   277.3
 KLER-FM.C 277C3 CP     Orofino          ID     11.4 362.25   75.5   286.8
 KEZQ.C    226C1 CP     Iona             ID     84.6 369.50   33.5   336.0

RSV-R, reserved, needs protection, RSV-A, allocation, does not if a CP or LIC has been granted.
All separation margins include rounding



   CH 280 A 103.9 MHz 
 Current Spacings to 3rd Adj.

     FIGURE 1A - ALLOTMENT POINT AT MCCALL, ID, CH 280A
              KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

   Data Date:12-20-18  Job Date:12-22-18
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Call      CH#   Type   Location               Azi    D-KM   FCC    Margin
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
 KCNU.C    280C  CP     Silver City      ID    206.2 194.89  225.5   -30.6
 KAWO      282C  LIC    Boise            ID    177.1 119.39   94.5    24.9
 KSAS-FM   278C  LIC    Caldwell         ID    177.1 119.39   94.5    24.9
 KCNU.A    280C3 APP    Silver City      ID    192.0 206.76  141.5    65.3
 KCNU      280C3 RSV-A  Silver City      ID    192.0 206.76  141.5    65.3
 KTIK-FM   226C  LIC    New Plymouth     ID    177.1 119.29   28.5    90.8
 AL2336    280C3 VAC    Monument         OR    272.0 257.06  141.5   115.6
 KBBD      280C1 LIC-N  Spokane          WA    344.7 320.05  199.5   120.6
 KWHT      278C1 LIC    Pendleton        OR    302.9 203.74   74.5   129.2
 KLER-FM.C 277C3 CP     Orofino          ID    357.5 182.57   41.5   141.1
 KHTR      282C1 LIC    Pullman          WA    345.7 227.81   74.5   153.3
 KRKL      227C1 LIC    Walla Walla      WA    310.3 202.87   21.5   181.4
 KMSM-FM   280A  LIC    Butte            MT     63.7 312.19  114.5   197.7
 KKVU      283C1 LIC    Stevensville     MT     37.1 278.19   74.5   203.7
 KDTR      277C2 LIC-N  Florence         MT     37.1 278.19   54.5   223.7
 KORR      281C1 LIC-N  American Falls   ID    125.4 366.26  132.5   233.8
 KXDD      281C1 LIC-Z  Yakima           WA    301.2 378.93  132.5   246.4



Page # 2
Call      CH#   Type   Location               Azi    D-KM   FCC    Margin
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

 KTWD      278C2 LIC    Wallace          ID      4.8 305.20   54.5   250.7
 KGGL      227C  LIC    Missoula         MT     33.8 297.79   28.5   269.3
 KEZQ.C    226C1 CP     Iona             ID    116.5 317.28   21.5   295.8
 KFTZ      277C1 LIC-D  Idaho Falls      ID    114.8 371.93   74.5   297.4
 KWLN      277C3 LIC    Wilson Creek     WA    322.3 349.24   41.5   307.7
 KZKY      283C2 LIC-Z  Ucon             ID    111.2 371.48   54.5   317.0
 KZKY      283C2 LIC-Z  Ucon             ID    111.2 371.48   54.5   317.0

RSV-R, reserved, needs protection, RSV-A, allocation, does not if a CP or LIC has been granted.
All separation margins include rounding



                                       
                                       
              FIGURE 2- CHANNEL SPACING STUDY FROM PROPOSED SITE
                        KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

REFERENCE DISPLAY DATES
 43 00 25.0 N. CLASS = C1 DATA   12-20-18
 116 42 13.0 W.  Current Spacings to 3rd Adj. SEARCH 12-21-18 
-------------------------- Channel 280 - 103.9 MHz --------------------------

     Call       Channel     Location                 Azi     Dist    FCC    Margin
     -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

KCNU CP  280C Silver City        ID  302.2    51.16  269.5  -218.3
KCNU APP 280C3 Silver City        ID    0.0     0.00  210.5  -210.5
KCNU RSV-A 280C3 Silver City        ID    0.0     0.00  210.5  -210.5
KAWO* LIC 282C Boise              ID   30.3    96.52  104.5    -8.0*
KSAS-FM* LIC 278C Caldwell           ID   30.3    96.52  104.5    -8.0*
KBGZ  LIC 280C1 Spring Creek       NV  162.8   242.19  244.5    -2.3**
KTIK-FM LIC 226C New Plymouth       ID   30.2    96.58   40.5    56.1
AL2336 VAC 280C3 Monument           OR  314.4   300.38  210.5    89.9
KORR LIC-N 281C1 American Falls     ID   91.3   342.08  176.5   165.6
AU9410530 VAC 277C Alturas            CA  242.3   341.43  104.5   236.9
KWHT LIC 278C1 Pendleton          OR  337.4   337.82   81.5   256.3
KEZQ CP  226C1 Iona               ID   79.1   332.76   33.5   299.3
KRKL LIC 227C1 Walla Walla        WA  341.1   351.37   33.5   317.9

     -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
RSV-R = reserved - needs protection, RSV-A = allocation
All separation margins include rounding
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* A WAIVER OF THE SPACING RULES TOWARDS THESE TWO SECOND ADJACENT
CHANNEL STATIONS IS HEREBY BEING REQUESTED.  SEE THE TECHNICAL STATEMENT
FOR MORE DETAILS.
** PROCESSING UNDER 73.215 IS BEING REQUESTED TOWARDS KBGZ.  SEE THE 
TECHNICAL STATEMENT FOR MORE DETAILS.



FIGURE 3 - PREDICTED 100 DBU INTERFERENCE CONTOUR
KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

Coverage Study  - NGDC 30 SEC
12-21-2018

KCNU-A  CH280 C1, 1.6 kW, 702.0m HAAT, 2465.0m COR AMSL 
Interference Contour =  100 dBu.  Population = 0
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FIGURE 4 - DETAILED INTERFERENCE STUDY WITH KBGZ(FM)
KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

FMCommander Single Allocation Study - 12-21-2018 - NGDC 30 SEC
KCNU.A's Overlaps (In= 28.47 km, Out= 54.29 km)

KCNU.A CH 280 C1 73.215 N KBGZ^ CH 280 C1    BMLH20180613AAZ   
Lat= 43 00 25.0,    Lng= 116 42 13.0 Lat= 40 55 18.0,    Lng= 115 50 58.0
1.6 kW  702 m HAAT, 2465 m COR Max Cls: 100.0 kW  299 m HAAT, 2317 m COR 
Prot.=  60 dBu,  Intef.=  40 dBu Prot.=  60 dBu,  Intef.= 40 dBu
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FIGURE 5 - PREDICTED 70 DBU
KCNU SILVER CITY, ID, CH. 280C1

Coverage Study  - NGDC 30 SEC
12-21-2018

KCNU-A  CH280 C1, 1.6 kW, 702.0m HAAT, 2465.0m COR AMSL 
Service Contour =  70 dBu.  Population = 844

V-Soft Comm ® ©
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EXHIBIT 6 - KDBI-FM WAIVER REQUEST RULING
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EXHIBIT 7 - PHOTO OF PROPOSED WAR EAGLE MOUNTAIN TOWER SITE
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