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WTVZ, Norfolk, VA (Facility ID 40759) 

Certification Regarding FCC Violations During the Preceding License Term 

 Applicant believes it has properly certified that there have been no violations involving the 

station during the preceding license term, but out of an abundance of caution, it notes the 

following: 

On May 22, 2020, the Commission released an Order and Consent Decree that terminated 

the FCC’s investigation and Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (“NAL”) proceeding 

relating to alleged violations of the FCC’s sponsorship identification rules by Sinclair Broadcast 

Group, Inc. and certain of its subsidiaries, but which did not include the Applicant.  Sinclair 

admitted, solely for the purposes of the Consent Decree and for Commission civil enforcement 

purposes, that its actions with respect to the broadcasts referenced in the NAL violated the 

sponsorship identification laws.  The Consent Decree also terminated investigations of matters 

relating to a Hearing Designation Order (“HDO”) released July 19, 2018 (which proceeding was 

terminated on March 5, 2019), and a certain retransmission consent matter.  The FCC found that 

there is no substantial and material question of fact as to whether a character qualifying issue 

arises from the applications designated in the HDO, and Sinclair and the FCC agreed that the 

Consent Decree did not constitute an admission of liability by Sinclair with respect to these other 

matters.  See Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc., Order and Consent Decree, FCC 20-59 (rel. May 

22, 2020). 


