Request for Reauthorization of Satellite Stations

Assignor Red River Broadcast Co., LLC (“Red River”) currently owns and operates
KVRR(TV), Fargo, North Dakota, along with full-power satellite television stations
KJRR(TV), Jamestown, North Dakota, KNRR(TV), Pembina, North Dakota, and
KBRR(TV), Thief River Falls, Minnesota. All four stations are licensed to communities, and
operate, in the Fargo DMA. The satellite stations allow Red River to extend over-the-air
broadcast coverage to serve portions of this geographically large DMA that would otherwise
be underserved.

In 2019, the Commission adopted a procedure to “streamline” the process by which to
seek reauthorization of television satellite stations.! In order to obtain streamlined
processing, both parties to the application must certify that the underlying circumstances
upon which the Commission relied in granting the current satellite authorization for each of
the satellite stations have not changed materially since issuance of the most recent satellite
authorization for each station. Applicants also must attach a copy of the Commission’s most
recent decision authorizing satellite status.?

The Applicants hereby certify that the underlying circumstances upon which the
Commission relied in granting the current satellite authorizations for KJRR(TV), KNRR(TV),
and KBRR(TV) have not changed materially since the Commission granted the most recent
satellite authorization for KJRR(TV) in 1987 and KNRR(TV) and KBRR(TV) in 1986.°

As required by the Commission’s streamlined reauthorization procedure, attached
hereto are copies of the most recent decisions authorizing satellite status for each of the
satellite stations.*

Continuing the satellite station status of KJRR(TV), KNRR(TV) and KBRR(TV)
supports the public interest and is consistent with the circumstances of the Fargo DMA. The
Fargo DMA is geographically very large with a relatively small population. The market is

! See Streamlined Reauthorization Procedures for Assigned or Transferred Television
Satellite Stations, Report and Order, 34 FCC Rcd 1539 (2019).

2 See id, q 6.

3 See id., 99. All full-power television stations have transitioned from analog to digital
broadcasting, as required by law, since the most recent issuance of satellite authorization for
each of KJIRR(TV), KNRR(TV), and KBRR(TV). Red River does not originate programming
or maintain a local studio at this time for any of the satellite stations. However, the material
underlying circumstances justifying grant of satellite status operations have not changed.

4 See Applications of Ray Dudley Steed, Jr., d/b/a Steed Broadcasting, et al., for Construction
Permit for a New Television Station, Jamestown, North Dakota, MM Docket No. 87-291,
Memorandum Opinion and Order (rel. Oct. 28, 1987) (KJRR(TV)), submitted as Attachment
5; Letter to Kenneth E. Satten, Esq., re KBRR(TV), Thief River Falls, MN, BPCT-860626KE
and KNRR(TV), Pembina, ND, BPCT-860626KF (Aug. 19, 1986), submitted as Attachment
6.



ranked number 1133, spread across 36 counties in North Dakota and Minnesota.® The Fargo
DMA has only 265,790 television households’ and Red River estimates that it covers more
than 40,000 square miles.® Due to its vast size and low population density, all of the market’s
four full-power commercial stations, and its noncommercial television station (KFME(TV)),
operate some combination of full-power satellite stations, low-power stations, and/or
translator stations in order to facilitate placing an over-the-air signal to portions of the DMA
that fall beyond the service contours of the primary television stations. Continuing the
current status of KVRR(TV) and its three full-power satellite television stations is essential to
permit a new licensee to continue free over-the-air broadcast service to the Fargo DMA in the
same way that it has operated for more than thirty years, including vital television service to
rural viewers.

> See https://ustvdb.com/markets/fargo-valley-city/ .
6 See https://www.krgspec.com/MarketSearch.aspx? DMAID=187 .

7 See https://ustvdb.com/markets/ .
8 In comparison, the Hartford and New Haven, Connecticut DMA includes close to four times
the television households in slightly more than ten percent of the area.
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