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ELIGIBILITY STATEMENT 

 

Kutztown University (the "University" or "KU") is part of a group of universities 

affiliated under the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education ("PASSHE").  PASSHE 

includes a total of 10 nonprofit public universities with 14 campuses spread throughout the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, each intended to serve a separate area of the Commonwealth.  

In other words, KU is an instrumentality of the government of the Commonwealth.1  While KU 

draws students from many other states and countries, it predominantly serves the east-central 

region of Pennsylvania.   

As described in more detail in the Established Distinct Community Presence Exhibit to 

this application, KU traces its origin to September 15, 1866, when the Keystone Normal School 

was established on what is now the site of the Old Main Building on the University's Kutztown, 

Pennsylvania campus. 

KU has a student body of more than 7,400 and over 400 faculty members.  It offers 

undergraduate and graduate degrees in over 130 different disciplines including Cinema, 

Television and Media Production, Commercial Music, Criminal Justice, Education, 

Communications, Music Business, Music Performance, Psychology, Public Relations and Social 

Media Theory and Strategy, to name just a few.  The Cinema, Television and Media Production 

degree program comprises approximately 260 students and provides professional preparation for 

careers in the radio and television broadcasting and cable television industries.  Courses include 

Audio Production, Media Theory, Copyright/Intellectual Property, as well as a series of 

experiential practicums, among many others. 

The University is accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools, the Pennsylvania Department of Education, and several other bodies. 

 
1  A copy of the legislation designating the University as a member institution of PASSHE effective July 1, 1983 is 

attached (see page 6 therein). 
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KU’s proposed LPFM station will be managed and operated on a day-to-day basis by KU 

students, under the overall supervision of the University's Council of Trustees.  Specifically, the 

station's staff will consist of a student team of trained student on-air talent, student producers, 

student programmers, student writers, student donation promoters and student managers, as well 

as a campus and community program advisory board inclusive of students.  The station’s main 

studio will be located on KU’s campus.  The station will advance the University's educational 

purposes by providing an opportunity for student hands-on-training in broadcasting and the 

electronic media, and thus provide a clinical experience to its undergraduate and graduate degree 

programs in in Cinema, Television and Media Production. The LPFM station will afford an 

opportunity for a much-improved educational experience over the Part 15 radio station which the 

University has utilized for media training.2 

While finalization of the program schedule must await FCC action on this application, it 

is planned that the LPFM's programming will include broadcast of performing arts events at the 

University; multicultural programming including issues regarding women and senior citizens; 

sport competitions in which KU's teams are competing; music and news (including emergency 

bulletins); and public affairs programming for the Kutztown area.  Instructional programming on 

astronomy, weather, and psychology are also planned.  A weekly, live, community-interest 

interview and talk radio program is planned that will feature guests important to the community 

including local Kutztown elected government officials, the police chief, and non-profit 

organizations.  Other public affairs programming is planned to highlight local social services, 

economic development in the Kutztown area and youth development, among other topics. 

Members of the student team have conducted local personal appearance programming on the 

Part 15 station, and are planning to continue doing so on the LPFM station.  The proposed LPFM 

station is planned to originate at least eight hours per day of such locally-produced programming, 

six days per week. 

 

 
2 If awarded a license by the Commission for the proposed low power FM station, the University will terminate the 

Part 15 operation prior to the commencement of operations by the LPFM. 
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