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The University of Montana is a public, state institution of higher education in the State of 
Montana, and qualifies as a state governmental entity.  It is established as a state educational 
institution by Title 20 (Education), Chapter 25 (University System), Part 2 of the Montana Code.  
See MONT. CODE ANN. § 20-25-201, et. seq. (2021).  As a state governmental entity, The University 
of Montana is considered a local entity for purposes of the FCC noncommercial point system 
determination “throughout the area within which their authority extends.”  Reexamination of the 
Comparative Standards for Noncommercial Educational Applicants, Report and Order, 20 CR 301, 
65 FR 36375, 15 FCC Rcd 7386, (April 21, 2000) at paragraph 54.1   Accordingly, as the statewide 
public university system, the University of Montana qualifies as a local entity applicant throughout 
the state of Montana, including Thompson Falls, Montana.  The University of Montana has been in 
existence since 1895, and is therefore an “established” local entity pursuant to Section 73.7003(b)
(1) of the FCC’s Rules, which requires continuous local applicant qualification for no fewer than 
two years.  See attached, from https://www.umt.edu/125/history.php. 

1 “For example, the New York State government would be considered local throughout New York 
State, including New York City, but the New York City Board of Education would be local only in 
New York City.”  Id. 
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