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Adverse Finding 
 
Kentucky Authority for Educational Television (“KET”) provides the following update with respect 
to a previously disclosed adverse finding.  KET notified the FCC of this matter in annual updates 
submitted pursuant to Section 1.65(c) of the FCC’s rules by letters dated March 24, 2017, March 
28, 2018, March 26, 2019, and March 5, 2020 (copy of 2020 filing attached).  Most recently, as 
noted below, this matter was settled by the parties while an appeal to the Kentucky Supreme Court 
was pending. 

As KET informed the FCC in those prior filings, an adverse ruling was issued against KET in 
connection with a claim before the Commonwealth of Kentucky Personnel Board (“KPB”).  In 
Patrick J. Wise (Appeal No. 2011-201), Estate of Patrick J. Wise, Christopher Wise, Administrator 
(Appeal No. 2011-201) v. Kentucky Authority for Educational Television and Kentucky Personnel 
Cabinet, as filed September 9, 2011, Mr. Wise claimed race, color, sex, and age discrimination as 
the basis for his termination in 2010.  A Final Order Sustaining Hearing Officer’s Finding of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law and Recommended Order was issued on July 13, 2016, upholding Mr. Wise’s 
claim of age discrimination. 

The ruling was appealed before the Franklin Circuit Court on August 12, 2016.  By Opinion and 
Order dated March 7, 2018, in Civil Action No. 16-CI-857, Kentucky Authority for Educational 
Television v. Estate of Patrick Wise, et al., the Franklin Circuit Court affirmed the KPB’s Final 
Order, finding that the KPB has jurisdiction over Petitioner’s appeal, that the Petitioner timely filed 
the appeal, and that substantial evidence supported the KPB’s decision.  On February 7, 2020, the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals affirmed Franklin Circuit Court’s 2018 opinions and orders and the 
finding of age discrimination (Kentucky Authority for Educational Television v. Estate of Patrick 
Wise, et al., No. 2018-CA-000793-MR).  On June 10, 2020, KET appealed the case to the Kentucky 
Supreme Court (Kentucky Authority for Educational Television v. Estate of Patrick Wise, et al., No. 
2020-SC-0245-MR).  In December, 2020, while KET’s appeal was pending, the parties reached a 
settlement to resolve the matter and in which KET denied any liability.  The Kentucky Supreme 
Court dismissed the case as settled on January 8, 2021. 

 
Despite the fact that this matter was ultimately settled by the parties without admission of liability, 
KET provides this update to its earlier disclosures out of an abundance of caution.  As KET 
indicated in its prior annual disclosures regarding this matter, it respectfully submits that this one 
case does not have any significant bearing on its FCC licensee character qualifications or its 
stewardship of its broadcast stations. 

 
 








