
Request for Extension of Construction Permit 

 

 Sun Broadcasting Inc. (“Sun”) requests a 180 day extension1 of its construction permit to 

construct post-auction facilities for Station WXCW, Naples, Florida.2 Station WXCW presently 

operates on Channel 45 and must move to Channel 32 to accommodate post-auction repacking of 

the television band.  WXCW’s new Channel 32 facilities are to be constructed on the WINK-TV 

tower in Charlotte County, Florida.   Sun submits that reconstruction of WXCW has been 

impeded by the unavailability of tower companies to perform the extensive and dangerous tower 

reinforcement needed to reconstruct the WINK-TV tower to current building code requirements.  

 

Specifically, reinforcing the existing WINK-TV tower to meet current code requirements 

requires substantial reinforcement of the entire tower structure,3 including welding additional 

steel to members near the top of the 1,500 foot tower.    Few welders are capable of this type of 

tower reinforcement, as it requires that they be both extremely proficient in welding and 

qualified to climb towers.  Further, the foundation and guy anchors of the existing WINK-TV 

tower cannot support the stresses of a reinforced WINK-TV tower, unless they, too, are 

significantly modified.   In the opinion of Paul Ford & Company, the types of tower 

modifications required to bring the WINK-TV tower up to current standards are difficult, 

dangerous, of limited utility and cost prohibitive.  Paul J. Ford & Company in its Structural 

                                                 
1 The requested extension is the maximum initial extension provided by Rule 73.3700.  Sun has a 
construction permit to construct the WXCW post-auction transmission facilities on the WINK-
TV tower in Charlotte County, Florida.  The tower company hired to complete the required 
WINK-TV tower work estimates that the WINK-TV tower will be completed in December 2020, 
approximately three months later than this requested initial extension of construction permit. 
2 See Television Broadcast Station Construction Permit, FCC File No. 0000034571. 
3 See Report of Paul J. Ford & Company dated October 28, 2019, appended hereto as Exhibit 1 
at Section 4.1. 
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Opinion Letter concluded that reinforcement of the existing tower was not a viable solution to 

bringing the WINK-TV tower up to existing standards.4  This opinion is borne out by the refusal 

of tower companies to bid to modify the existing WINK-TV tower. 5   

The licensee of WINK-TV followed the advice of tower experts and decided to replace 

the existing WINK-TV tower with a new tower meeting current standards.  To this end it ordered 

a replacement tower from Electronics Research, Inc. (“ERI”).  Initially it was estimated that a 

replacement tower could be completed on a pre-auction tower construction schedule, i.e. within 

nine months of the order.  However, on December 3, 2019, ERI informed WINK-TV that ERI’s 

current workload dictated a longer construction schedule.  Currently ERI estimates tower 

completion will be in December 2020. 

 

 Sun has taken significant steps to insure that WXCW will be operating on its post-auction 

transition channel on or before the March 13, 2020, Phase 8 transition deadline.    It has obtained 

Special Temporary Authority to operate WXCW on channel 32 with interim facilities collocated 

with the interim facilities of  co-channel WINK-TV, Channel 31, Fort Myers, Florida.  The 

WXCW interim transmitter has been ordered and is scheduled to be delivered in February of 

2020.  The interim antenna is ready to ship and is also scheduled to be installed in January 2020. 

 

 Insofar as the permanent WXCWV facilities are concerned, all broadcast equipment for 

the permanent Channel 32 facilities has been ordered.  The transmitter has been delivered.  The 
                                                 
4 See letter dated November 8, 2019, from Rebekah Dorris, PE to Mike Mayne appended hereto 
as Exhibit 2 (the “Structural Opinion Letter”).  See also letter dated October 30, 2019, from 
James Ruedlinger, PE to Mike Mayne appended hereto as Exhibit 3. 
5 Electronics Research Inc. refused to bid.  See Exhibit 3.  Similarly Reese Tower Services 
would not consider performing the modifications.  See letter dated October 31, 2019, from Brian 
Reese to Nathan Smith appended hereto as Exhibit 4. 
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main antenna will be delivered by the end of 2019.  All equipment will be installed by the 

completion of the replacement tower, which ERI currently estimates will occur in December 

2020. 

 

In view of the foregoing, Sun submits that an extension of WXCW construction permit is 

required to allow the WXCW repack project to proceed to completion. 
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UPLIFT RATIO = 51.3% OK

SHEAR RATIO = 98.8% OKMOMENT RATIO = 98.8% OK

MOMENT RATIO = 60.6% OK

OKCOMPRESSION RATIO = 0.0%



UPLIFT RATIO = 120.4% Exceeds Allowable

SHEAR RATIO = 101.8% OKMOMENT RATIO = 101.8% OK

MOMENT RATIO = 141.1% Exceeds Allowable

OKCOMPRESSION RATIO = 0.0%
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7777 Gardner Road
Chandler, IN 47610-9219
USA

+1 812  925-6000 (tel)
+1 812  925-4030 (fax)
877  ERI-LINE (toll-free)

Sales@eriinc.com
CustomerSupport@eriinc.com
www.eriinc.com

October 30, 2019 
 
Prepared For: Prepared By: 

Mike Mayne James Ruedlinger, P.E. 
Fort Myers Broadcasting Electronics Research, Inc. 
2824 Palm Beach Blvd 7777 Gardner Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33916  Chandler, IN 47610 
  

Re: WINK Tower Review Letter 
 1,432’ Guyed Tower (1,517’ Overall) 
 WINK-TV | COL: Fort Myers, FL 

ASRN 1019724 (26° 48’ 02.2” N, 081° 45’ 47.3” W) 
 12931 State Road 31, Punta Gorda, FL 33982 (Charlotte County) 
 
Mr. Mayne, 
 
This letter is submitted by Electronics Research Incorporated (ERI) in response to the reinforcement bid 
request as well as to provide a professional opinion regarding the existing subject WINK-TV tower.  
Based on the level of overstress specified throughout the structure and supporting foundations, inherent 
complexities and resources required to develop and install feasible modifications means, and general 
safety concerns with performing major structural upgrades including foreseen extensive elevated field-
welding, ERI will not be submitting a bid for rehabilitating and retrofitting the existing structure. 
 
Based on our review of the structure’s history along with the current maintenance and reinforcement 
requirements, we believe complete structure replacement is appropriate to provide the reliability and 
service life needed for the proposed Ch. 31 antenna.  Our opinion is based upon the following 
considerations: 

 
 The structure has been modified in the past and current structural upgrades are significant which 

would be cost prohibitive, exhaust limited design and construction resources, and ultimately 
reduce the overall structural reliability as intended in the current ANSI/TIA-222 standards.  An 
overview of the upgrades required are as follows: 

 Well over half of the tower mast possesses overstressed primary structural support 
members up to over 200% of their rated capacity 

 All tower foundations (base, inner anchors, and outer anchors) are overstressed 
 

 Existing structure is over 30 years old and located in a harsh environment as it relates to wind 
loading and corrosiveness (manufactured in 1987), and the most recent maintenance inspection 
identified moderate to severe corrosion on the tower gusset plates, flange connections, leg 
members, inner bracing members, and bolted joints. 
 

 Ongoing maintenance costs should be expected to increase significantly due to accelerated steel 
deterioration caused from the structure’s general age and damaged/deteriorated protective hot-dip 
galvanized (HDG) coatings from potential reinforcements which may include substantial welding 
that can notably damage surfaces on the steel sections with areas inaccessible for rust abatement 
and treatment. 

 
Please contact ERI if you have any questions or require additional information. 
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