
 
 

 

Technical Summary  

 

WZPX-TV Battle Creek, Michigan 
 Channel 21 400 kW 278.2 (HAAT)  

 

ION Media Battle Creek License, Inc. (“ION”) licensee of television station WZPX-TV, 

Facility ID 67077, Battle Creek, Michigan (the “Station”) submits this Construction Permit 

Modification application to allow it to relocate its transmitter from the currently authorized site 

(FCC LMS File No. 0000034925) to a site that will accommodate post-repack operations. 

 
This application is necessary because ION does not have access to its current tower for 

post-repack operations.  Following the Commission’s assignment of post-repack facilities to 

WZPX-TV, ION was unable to reach accommodation with the tower landlord that would permit 

the station to continue operating from its current site.  This forced ION to identify a new site for 

the station’s post-repack operations. 

 
Before selecting the proposed tower location, ION performed an analysis of available 

tower sites in the Grand Rapids market.  In the immediate vicinity of the current tower site, 

ION’s market analysis found no acceptable alternatives that would provide equivalent 

interference-free coverage as compared to the Station’s pre-auction or authorized post-auction 

facilities. ION has, however, identified an acceptable tower to the west of the current site, one 

that provides strong coverage at allowable interference levels.  

 
The new tower is located approximately 35 kilometers to the west of the current site.  

Accordingly, the Station’s proposed noise limited service contour (“NLSC”) will shift to the west, 

creating areas of service gain and loss.  Figure 1 shows the loss area and the number of 

stations predicted to serve the loss areas using the Commission’s standard prediction 

methodology.  Under this analysis, the total size of the WZPX-TV loss area would be 328,961 

persons over an area of 5,826.4 sq. km.  WZPX-TV also would have a gain area of 273,692 

persons and 5,676.2 sq. km.  Thus, under the Commission’s traditional counter prediction 

methodology, WZPX-TV would have a net loss area of 55,269 persons and 150.2 sq. km.  

WZPX-TV currently provides an over-the-air signal to 2,096,527 persons in its service area, so 

the predicted service loss using 50/90 curves represents approximately 2.64% of WZPX-TV’s 

service population. 

 



 
Figure 1 also demonstrates that the Commission’s 50/90 curves predict that all of the 

loss area would remain well served by 5 or more over-the-air full-power television stations. 

 

ION has reviewed the impact of this application on low power and Class A television 

stations in the Grand Rapids DMA.  The application does not create harmful interference to any 

low-power television station that participated in the post-auction displacement window that 

occurred in 2018. 

 
ION’s proposed relocation of WZPX-TV is in the public interest and should be granted. 

ION’s pre-repack tower site is unavailable for post-repack operations, and the current proposal 

is ION’s best solution to implementing its reassignment to Channel 21.  Given the loss of its 

current tower site, grant of authority to construct at the proposed location is necessary to ensure 

that ION can timely complete construction of the station’s facilities by the October 18, 2019 

Phase 6 transition deadline.  Second, the requested tower site change is necessary for WZPX-

TV to continue serving the vast majority of its viewers in the Grand Rapids market.  Third, as a 

practical matter, very few viewers are likely to lose access to the programming available on 

WZPX-TV.  ION network programming also will remain available on area cable and satellite 

providers, which currently serve over 83% of the television households in the loss area.  

 
For the foregoing reasons, WZPX-TV requests that the staff promptly grant this 

Construction Permit Modification, as herby amended. If the application is not granted, ION’s 

ability to complete its transition to Channel 21 operations before the close of Phase 6 will be 

jeopardized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

 



 

 

  



 
 

Tabulation of other NLSC Services Considered 

    
Call Sign  Channel  Community of License  State 

     
WADL‐D  39  Mount Clemens  MI 

WANE‐TV  31  Fort Wayne  IN 

WAQP‐D  48  Saginaw  MI 

WBBM‐TV  12  Chicago  IL 

WBGU‐TV  22  Bowling Green  OH 

WBKB‐TV  11  Alpena  MI 

WBSF‐D  46  Bay City  MI 

WCIU‐TV  27  Chicago  IL 

WCML‐D  24  Alpena  MI 

WCMU‐TV  26  Mount Pleasant  MI 

WCMV‐D  17  Cadillac  MI 

WCMW‐D  21  Manistee  MI 

WCPX‐TV  43  Chicago  IL 

WCWF‐D  21  Suring  WI 

WDCQ‐TV  15  Bad Axe  MI 

WDIV‐TV  45  Detroit  MI 

WDJT‐TV  46  Milwaukee  WI 

WEYI‐TV  30  Saginaw  MI 

WFFT‐TV  36  Fort Wayne  IN 

WFLD‐D  31  Chicago  IL 

WFQX‐TV  32  Cadillac  MI 

WFRV‐TV  39  Green Bay  WI 

WFUP‐D  45  Vanderbilt  MI 

WFWA‐D  18  Fort Wayne  IN 

WGBO‐DT  38  Joliet  IL 

WGGN‐TV  42  Sandusky  OH 

WGN‐TV  19  Chicago  IL 

WGTE‐TV  29  Toledo  OH 

WGTU‐D  29  Traverse City  MI 

WGVK‐D  5  Kalamazoo  MI 

WGVU‐TV  11  Grand Rapids  MI 

WHME‐TV  48  South Bend  IN 

WILX‐TV  10  Onondaga  MI 

WINM‐D  12  Angola  IN 

WIPB‐D  23  Muncie  IN 

WISN‐TV  34  Milwaukee  WI 

WITI‐D  33  Milwaukee  WI 

WIWN‐D  5  Fond Du Lac  WI 

WJBK‐D  7  Detroit  MI 

WJRT‐TV  12  Flint  MI 

WJYS‐D  36  Hammond  IN 



 
WJYS‐D  36  Hammond  IN 

WKAR‐TV  33  East Lansing  MI 

WKBD‐TV  14  Detroit  MI 

WLAJ‐D  25  Lansing  MI 

WLFI‐TV  11  Lafayette  IN 

WLIO‐D  8  Lima  OH 

WLLA‐D  45  Kalamazoo  MI 

WLMB‐D  5  Toledo  OH 

WLS‐TV  44  Chicago  IL 

WMAQ‐TV  29  Chicago  IL 

WMFD‐TV  12  Mansfield  OH 

WMVS‐D  8  Milwaukee  WI 

WMYD‐D  21  Detroit  MI 

WNDU‐TV  42  South Bend  IN 

WNEM‐TV  22  Bay City  MI 

WNIT‐D  35  South Bend  IN 

WNWO‐TV  49  Toledo  OH 

WOOD‐TV  7  Grand Rapids  MI 

WOTV‐D  20  Battle Creek  MI 

WPBN‐TV  47  Traverse City  MI 

WPTA‐D  24  Fort Wayne  IN 

WPXD‐TV  50  Ann Arbor  MI 

WPXE‐TV  40  Kenosha  WI 

WSBT‐TV  22  South Bend  IN 

WSJV‐D  28  Elkhart  IN 

WSMH‐D  16  Flint  MI 

WSYM‐TV  38  Lansing  MI 

WTLJ‐D  24  Muskegon  MI 

WTLW‐D  44  Lima  OH 

WTMJ‐TV  28  Milwaukee  WI 

WTOL‐D  11  Toledo  OH 

WTTW‐D  47  Chicago  IL 

WTVG‐D  13  Toledo  OH 

WTVS‐D  43  Detroit  MI 

WUPW‐D  46  Toledo  OH 

WVTV‐D  18  Milwaukee  WI 

WWJ‐TV  44  Detroit  MI 

WWMT‐D  8  Kalamazoo  MI 

WWRS‐TV  43  Mayville  WI 

WWTV‐D  9  Cadillac  MI 

WXMI‐D  19  Grand Rapids  MI 

WXYZ‐TV  41  Detroit  MI 

WYIN‐D  17  Gary  IN 

WZZM‐D  13  Grand Rapids  MI 

     
*Licensed Authorization  

 


