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This Application and a concurrently-filed FCC Form 314 application seek consent 
to the assignment of the licenses of two television stations — KWES-TV, Odessa, Texas and 
KWAB-TV, Big Spring, Texas — from Midessa Television Limited Partnership to KWES 
License Subsidiary, LLC (“Assignee”), and the assignment of a radio station — KTXC(FM), 
Lamesa, Texas — from Midessa Broadcasting Limited Partnership to Assignee.  This Exhibit 18 
(1) respectfully requests that the Commission grant continued authority pursuant to Section 
73.3555, Note 5 of the Commission’s rules, to operate KWAB-TV as a satellite station of 
KWES-TV, and (2) demonstrates that the assignments comply with the Commission’s radio-
television cross-ownership rule, Section 73.3555(c). 

I. The Commission Should Reaffirm KWAB-TV’s Status as a Satellite of KWES-TV 

KWES-TV and KWAB-TV are located in the Odessa-Midland, Texas Designated 
Market Area (“DMA”).  Both stations are NBC affiliates (KWAB retransmits the programming 
of KWES).  The system of parent and satellite stations has served the viewers of this DMA well, 
and grant of the instant request will ensure continuity in the provision of NBC network 
programming throughout this DMA.  Conversely, a denial of this request will likely result in the 
proposed satellite station being unable to continue operations, thus depriving viewers of the 
service upon which they rely.  See Letter of Louis McDermott, Vice President of Kalil & Co., 
Inc. (“Kalil”), a nationally-recognized media brokerage firm, attached as Annex A. 

In support of its request, Assignee demonstrates herein that the satellite operation 
of KWAB-TV is presumptively in the public interest pursuant to the Commission’s three-part 
test set forth in Television Satellite Stations, 6 FCC Rcd 4212 (1991) (“Satellite Order”): 

(1) there is no city-grade contour overlap between the parent and the satellite; 

(2) the satellite provides service to an underserved area; and 

(3) no alternative operator is ready and able to purchase and operate the satellite 
as a full-service station. 

In the instant case, as the Commission recognized when it most recently 
reauthorized KWAB’s satellite status in 2008, “KWAB-TV has operated as a satellite of KWES-
TV for many years.”1   The stations no longer have city-grade contours, as those contours are 
determined by analog service patterns, but prior to the digital television transition there was no 

                                                 
1 Kathleen A. Kirby, Esq., Letter, 23 FCC Rcd 16444, 16445 (MB Vid. Div. 2008) (“KWAB 2008 
Satellite Order”). 
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city-grade contour overlap between the stations.2  Thus, the first criterion of the Satellite Order is 
satisfied.  

The second prong of the Commission’s presumptive test, which requires that the 
satellite station provide service to an “underserved area,” can be satisfied upon a showing that 
the satellite station’s community of license has two or fewer full-service stations already licensed 
to it.  As evidenced by the Commission’s records, KWAB-TV is the only full-power television 
station licensed to Big Spring, Texas.  Thus, the second criterion under the Satellite Order is 
satisfied. 

Finally, no alternative operator is ready to purchase and operate KWAB-TV as a 
full-service, stand-alone station.  The stations have long operated as parent and satellite, with 
KWAB providing the local and network programming of KWES to outlying communities that 
otherwise would be deprived of such service.3  Further, as indicated in the Kalil letter attached 
hereto as Annex A, KWAB-TV simply is not viable as a stand-alone station.  Big Spring, 
KWAB-TV’s community of license, is located in the eastern portion of the DMA and covers 
only about 50,000 people.  In contrast, the six other commercial full-power stations in the DMA 
are licensed either to Midland or Odessa, the main population centers in the DMA, and each of 
these other stations covers a population of hundreds of thousands.  A standalone KWAB-TV 
would have virtually no chance of obtaining a major network affiliation, given the small 
population it serves, and the station could not generate sufficient advertising revenues to support 
its ongoing operational costs.  Accordingly, the third criterion under the Satellite Order is 
satisfied because, as Kalil concludes, KWAB-TV could be sold only as a satellite station. 

In light of the foregoing, Assignee respectfully requests that the Commission 
continue to permit operation of KWAB-TV as a satellite of KWES-TV. 

II. The Proposed Assignments Comply With the Radio-TV Cross-Ownership Rule 

In the Odessa-Midland DMA, in addition to KWES-TV and KWAB-TV, Drewry 
Communications owns KTXC(FM), Lamesa, Texas, which Assignee would acquire as part of 
the instant transaction.  As shown in the contour map attached as Annex B, the radio-television 
cross-ownership rule applies because KTXC(FM)’s 1 mV/m contour encompasses Big Spring, 
Texas, the community of license of KWAB-TV, and KWES-TV’s noise-limited service contour 
encompasses Lamesa.4 

                                                 
2 Id. 
3 See KWAB 2008 Satellite Order, 23 FCC Rcd at 16445. 
4 See 47 C.F.R. § 73.3555(c)(1).  Although Section 73.3555(c) of the Commission’s rules 
references the Grade A contour of a television station, the Commission has determined that the 
digital NLSC may be used in lieu of the former analog Grade A contour in analyzing the 
applicability of the radio-television cross ownership rule. See Application for Transfer of Control 
(continued…) 
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Under the radio-television cross-ownership rule, it is permissible in any market 

for an entity to own up to two commercial TV stations (if otherwise permitted under the local 
television ownership rule) and one commercial radio station.  Accordingly, the rule permits 
Assignee to acquire an attributable interest in KTXC, KWES-TV, and KWAB-TV (subject to the 
Commission’s affirmation that the previously-granted satellite exemption may remain in place).  
No party to this transaction will have an attributable interest in any other television or radio 
station in the DMA upon consummation of the transaction.  Accordingly, the transaction 
complies with the radio-television cross-ownership rule. 

                                                 
of Nassau Broadcasting II, LLC, 25 FCC Rcd 1851(MB 2010); New Rushmore Radio, Inc., 29 
FCC Rcd 3265, 3266 n.6 (MB 2014). 








