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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WEFRYV and WIMN Television Station, Inc. -- Application for Minor
Modification to a Digital Construction Permit - BMPCDT-20081023AAF

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This responds to the FCC staff’s request for certain information regarding the above-
referenced application for a minor modification to a digital construction permit for WIMN-TV
licensed to Escanaba, Michigan (Facility 1D. No. 9630).

WIMN-TV was one of 319 television stations identified by the FCC where more than
two percent of the population covered by the stations’ analog service would not be covered by
the stations” Appendix B digital service. Specifically, the FCC determined that 11,494 viewers
outside of WIMN-TV’s analog Grade B contour would lose digital service following the
transition. However, WIMN-TV’s consulting engineers performed a Longley-Rice analysis of
the coverage loss and determined that only 3,601 WIMN-TV analog viewers would not be
served by WIMN-DT following the transition based on the proposed modification application.
Of this number, 2,122 people will receive service from at least one or more post-transition full
service DTV stations, leaving 1,479 people who potentially would have no other full service
DTV available. However, the combined Longley-Rice predicted N.L. service from WWUP-
DT (Ch. 10), WGTQ-DT (Ch. 8) and WFUP-DT (Ch. 45) would reach a population of 585 in
the loss area. Thus, after taking into account the predicted service from these three DTV
stations, the net population in the WIMN-DT loss area that would not be served by any full
service DTV facility is 894.

Attached are the following coverage maps relating to WIMN-TV’s pending
modification application prepared by WIMN-TV’s consulting engineers:
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1. Predicted coverage contours for WJMN-TV/DT and Longley-Rice
Predicted Grade B not served by WIMN-DT with other post-transition
full service contours. (Exhibit 1).

2. Predicted coverage contours for WIMN-TV/DT and Longley-Rice
Predicted Grade B not served by WIMN-DT. (Exhibit 2).

3. Predicted coverage contours for WIJMN-TV/DT and Longley-Rice
Predicted Grade B service for WIMN-TV. (Exhibit 3).

4, Predicted coverage contours for WIMN-TV/DT and Longley-Rice
Predicted 41 DBU N.L. Service for WIMN-DT. (Exhibit 4).

As indicated in Exhibit 1, the following DTV stations (including the network affiliations
for each) will serve viewers in the WIMN-DT market:

WBKP-DT 5-CW
WDHS-DT 8 - Ind.
WBUP-DT 10 - ABC
WBI-DT 12 - Ind.
WNMU-DT i3 - PBS
WIFW-DT 16 - NBC
WMQF-DT 19 - Fox
WLUC-DT 35 _NBC
WWUP-DT 10 - Fox
WGTQ-DT 8- CW
WEUP-DT 45 _ Fox

WIMN-TV has not conducted a comprehensive survey of service provided by other
multichannel video programming distributors (“MVPD”) to the projected net loss area.
However, based upon a review of the 2009 Television and Cable Factbook (“Factbook™), a
Charter Communications, Inc. (“Charter”) cable system serves the principal community of
Newberry, Michigan, located near the net loss area depicted in Exhibit 1. As indicated in the
Factbook information attached as Exhibit 5, the Charter system carries WIMN-TV and serves
1,200 subscribers. Aside from cable distribution, as a general matter, direct broadcast satellite
service accounts for approximately 29 percent of all MVPD subscribers. See Annual
Assessment of the Status of Competition in the Market for the Delivery Programming,
Thirteenth Annual Report, MB Docket No. 06-189, FCC 07-266 (rel. Jan. 16, 2009), at §12.
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If you have any questions regarding the attached exhibits or the above information,
please contact the undersigned. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

(7

Thomas F. Bardo
Counsel for WFRV and WIMN Television
Station, Inc., Licensee of WIMN-TV

TFB:gt
Enclosures

~Doc# 50198.1~
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