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Radio/TV Cross-Ownership 

The instant application is one of eighteen (18) contemporaneously-filed applications 
seeking Commission consent to the transfer of control of Cumulus Media Partners, LLC 
(“CMP”) and its indirect licensee subsidiary (in this case, KRBE Lico, Inc.).  As a result of the 
proposed transaction, the proposed transferee will hold an attributable interest in the licenses for 
the following radio stations located in the Houston/Beaumont/Port Arthur, Texas area: 

KFNC(FM), Beaumont, TX (Facility ID 52407) 
KHJK(FM), La Porte, TX (Facility ID 48676) 
KRBE(FM), Houston, TX (Facility ID 35524) 
 

As stated in Licensee’s Exhibit 7, certain Blackstone funds and/or their affiliates which 
hold an attributable interest in CMP, also hold an attributable interest in Freedom 
Communications Holdings, Inc. which, through subsidiaries, holds an attributable interest in the 
following full-power television station: 
 

KFDM-TV, Beaumont, TX (Facility ID 22589) 
 

Annexed hereto as Appendix A is a map demonstrating that (1) the Grade A contour of 
KFDM-TV encompasses the entire community of license of KFNC(FM); and (2) the 1 mV/m 
contours of KHJK(FM) (formerly KIOL) and KFNC(FM) encompass the entire community of 
license of KFDM-TV, thus triggering the radio/TV cross-ownership rule.1  KFNC(FM) is part of 
the Beaumont-Port Arthur, TX Arbitron radio metro market, while KHJK(FM) is part of the 
Houston-Galveston, TX Arbitron radio metro market.  Although these radio stations fall within 
two separate Arbitron radio metro markets, the Commission counts a radio station assigned to 
one Arbitron radio market toward an entity’s ownership limits in a distant market when the 
contour of the radio station triggers the rule.2  Because the 1 mV/m contour of KHJK(FM) 

                                                 
1   The 1 mV/m contour of KRBE(FM) does not encompass KFDM-TV’s community of license, nor does the Grade 
A contour of KFDM-TV encompass the community of license of KRBE(FM).  Therefore, the radio/TV cross-
ownership rule is not triggered by this combination.  KRBE(FM)’s contour is included for reference.  Appendix A 
includes a Technical Statement by Jefferson G. Brock of Graham Brock, Inc. stating that he has reviewed the 
contour map contained in Appendix A and that the technical information contained therein regarding radio stations 
KFNC, KHJK, and KRBE is accurate and up to date.  

2   Memorandum Opinion and Second Order on Reconsideration, Review of the Commission’s Regulations 
Governing Television Broadcasting, 16 FCC Rcd 1067, 1081 (2001) (“[F]or purposes of the radio/TV cross-
ownership rule, we generally do not count radio stations located in one Arbitron radio market toward the limits on 
the number of radio stations a party may own in another Arbitron radio market, even when the radio stations in the 
different markets fall within the Grade A contour of a commonly owned TV station. . . .  We do count, however, a 
radio station assigned to one Arbitron radio market toward an entity’s ownership limits in a distant market when the 
contour of the radio station triggers the rule because the rule continues to be triggered by contour encompassment, 
and such a radio station has a presence for competition and diversity purposes in the distant market”) (emphasis in 
original).  
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triggers the radio/TV cross-ownership rule independently of the TV station, the resulting 
combination includes the following stations:   

KFNC(FM), Beaumont, TX (Facility ID 52407) 
KHJK(FM), La Porte, TX (Facility ID 48676) 
KFDM-TV, Beaumont, TX (Facility ID 22589) 
 

The Commission’s rules permit common ownership of two commercial television and 
four commercial radio stations (to the extent permitted by the television duopoly and local radio 
ownership limits) if at least 10 independently-owned media voices would remain in the market 
post-merger.3 

Annexed hereto as Appendix B are BIA Geographic Market Definitions for the 
Beaumont-Port Arthur, TX and Houston-Galveston, TX Arbitron radio metro markets 
demonstrating that at least 10 independent media voices will remain in both of those radio 
markets post-merger.4  This is a sufficient number of voices to permit common ownership of the 
1 TV/2 radio combination.  Therefore, the proposed transfer of control is in compliance with 
Section 73.3555(c)(2)(ii) of the Commission’s rules.  

 

 

                                                 
3   Section 73.3555(c)(2)(ii). 

4   Section 73.3555(c)(3)(ii)(B) of the Commission’s rules states that “[w]hen a proposed combination involves 
stations in different radio markets, the voice requirement must be met in each market.” 
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CROSS-OWNERSHIP ANALYSIS MAP

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.   Sarasota, Florida
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1) The was prepared by du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc., however, it is undated.

TV/RADIO CROSS-OWNERSHIP REVIEW
CUMULUS MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

KFDM-TV - BEAUMONT, TEXAS
KFNC RADIO - BEAUMONT, TEXAS
KHJK RADIO - LA PORTE, TEXAS
KRBE RADIO - HOUSTON, TEXAS

December 2007

TECHNICAL STATEMENT

Graham Brock, Inc., has been asked to review a November 2005 TV/Radio Cross-

Ownership study involving VHF TV station KFDM-TV, Beaumont, Texas; and FM radio

stations KFNC, Beaumont, Texas; KHJK, La Porte, Texas; and KRBE, Houston, Texas. 

Specifically, the review will determine whether there have been any technical changes to these

four facilities which would alter the predicted field strength contours shown on the map

associated with the study.   1

The contours of the relevant stations were reviewed and found to accurately reflect the

current contours of each of these stations.  However, it is noted that since the map was prepared

the call sign for the La Porte, Texas facility has been changed from KIOL to KHJK. 

Additionally, there is an outstanding permit for KFNC to implement a change of city of license to

Mont Belvieu, Texas (BPH-20060419ABC).  The KFNC city of license change is to be

implemented at the present licensed site, as such, no change in the KFNC contour will result. 

Further, Mont Belvieu is located outside the Grade A contour of KFDM-TV.  As such, the

contours depicted still reflect the actual facilities of the stations.



The foregoing was prepared on behalf of Cumulus Media Partners, LLC by Graham

Brock, Inc.  All information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of our belief and

knowledge.  Data relating to the stations was extracted from the Commission’s CDBS database. 

We assume no liability for errors or omissions in that database.
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