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SARA L. HINKLE
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VIA EMAIL 

James Bradshaw
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
James.Bradshaw@fcc.gov

Re: Media Power Group, Inc. – W236DS and W287DP
Amended Tolling Request for Construction Permits BNPFT-20181101AAC and 
BNPFT-20181101AAD

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

Media Power Group, Inc., (“Media Power” or “Permittee”) permittee of FM translators
W236DS, Juncos, Puerto Rico, Facility ID No. 203037 and W287DP, Dorado, Puerto Rico, Facility ID 
No. 203065 (the “Translators”), pursuant to Section 73.3598(b) of the Federal Communications
Commission’s (“FCC’s” or “Commission’s”) rules, respectfully amends its requests for the 
Commission to toll the Media Power Construction Permits (File Nos. BNPFT-20181101AAC and
BNPFT-20181101AAD) (the “CPs”) with respect to the Translators.

As demonstrated below, grant of this CP Tolling Request is in the public interest because 
despite its best efforts, the supply chain problems caused by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as
unforeseen siting and technical issues have made it impossible for Media Power to complete
construction of its CPs. Accordingly, there is good cause for the FCC to grant the instant Request
because these circumstances experienced by Permittee were out of its control.

In particular, Media Power notes that it must contend with Puerto Rico’s high instances of 
COVID-191 as well as the repercussions of the current and previous Atlantic hurricane seasons, which 
have broken records.2 Puerto Rico’s COVID-19 cases are currently spiking to levels not seen since 

1 Tracking Coronavirus in Puerto Rico: Latest Map and Case Count, THE NEW YORK TIMES,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/puerto-rico-covid-cases.html (last visited Dec. 21, 2021) 
(enclosed herein as Exhibit D).
2 “Record-breaking Atlantic hurricane season draws to an end,” NATIONAL OCEANIC AND 

ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/record-breaking-atlantic-
hurricane-season-draws-to-end (last visited Nov. 27, 2021); see also Alex Sosnowski, “2021 Atlantic 
Hurricane System Shows No Signs of Letting Up,” ACCUWEATHER (Sept. 28, 2021, 3:08 PM) 
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August and April of 2021, which match the highest transmission rates reported over the entire 
pandemic. The supply chain issues caused by the pandemic have been felt across the globe, and Puerto 
Rico has been no exception.  Supply chain issues have been so severe that goods have increased in 
price by 6.2% in the last year.3 Further, this hurricane season was the third-most active Atlantic 
hurricane season on record. It is also the second in a row, and third overall, in which the designated 
21-name list of storm names was exhausted.4 The storms combined have caused over an estimated $70 
billion in damages, an estimated $38 billion of which is attributed solely to Hurricane Ida, making 
2021 the fourth-costliest Atlantic hurricane season on record.5 These issues affect shipping to and 
from Puerto Rico in uniquely disruptive ways.

Although Media Power has diligently worked towards the completion of the construction of the 
CPs, Media Power respectfully requests tolling of the Translator’s CPs for six months.  Tolling would 
allow the Permittee to ensure that the Translators are properly operating at full capacity in accordance 
with their authorized parameters.

DISCUSSION

A. W236DS

The supply chain issues caused by the pandemic have affected companies around the world, 
and Media Power has not been spared.  For example, on December 17, 2021, Gerardo Vargas, Nautel’s 
Regional Manager for Latin America & Caribbean, informed Media Power in writing that the GV20A 
transmitter suitable for its needs was still in the process of being manufactured.  This letter is attached 
as Exhibit A herein, in both its original Spanish version and a translated English version.6 The letter 
stated that although delivery times earlier this year were estimated at six to seven weeks, the “supply 
chain problems in the international market” has affected the availability of semiconductors. 7 Mr. 
Vargas anticipates the semiconductor issue will persist through the first half of 2022.  Accordingly, as
of the date of the letter, Mr. Vargas estimated a delivery date of March 10, 2022 could be possible, but 

https://www.accuweather.com/en/hurricane/2021-atlantic-hurricane-season-shows-no-signs-of-letting-
up/1023661 (last visited Sept. 28, 2021).
3 Craig Austin, “How the supply chain caused current inflation, and why it might be here to 
stay,” PBS, THE CONVERSATION (Nov. 10, 2021, 4:15 PM) 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/how-the-supply-chain-caused-current-inflation-and-why-it-
might-be-here-to-stay (last visited Nov. 27, 2021).
4 “Tropical Storm Wanda Hovers over the North Atlantic,” THE NEW YORK TIMES (Nov. 5, 
2021) https://www.nytimes.com/article/tropical-storm-wanda-hurricane.html.
5 “Facts + Statistics:  Hurricanes,” INSURANCE INFORMATION INSTITUTE, https://www.iii.org/fact-
statistic/facts-statistics-hurricanes.
6 Permittee notes that the letter has been processed via Google Translate, and may not be a 
perfect translation of the Spanish-language version of the same.
7 See Exhibit A; Chris Ciaccia, Semiconductor shortage is getting better, but recovery is uneven, 
Jefferies says, SEEKING ALPHA (Dec. 27, 2021, 11:00 AM), https://seekingalpha.com/news/3781348-
semiconductor-shortage-is-getting-better-but-recovery-is-uneven-jefferies-says. 
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with the Omicron variant of COVID-19 raging throughout the world, Media Power is unsure if that 
estimation will come to fruition.  In order to attempt to build out the facilities with the equipment 
currently owned by Media Power, it was utilizing a temporary transmitter that was on loan from 
another company.  However, it was not feasible for Media Power to use the temporary transmitter in 
the long term, so such a temporary fix is no longer viable. At this point, Media Power has received a 
quote for its transmitter, so it is at least aware of the cost of the equipment and the delivery timing.  
The quote is attached herein as Exhibit B.

In addition, unfortunately Media Power has not been able to gain access to the site described in 
its original construction permit, which is owned by Crown Castle.  As a small entity, Media Power has 
comparatively little bargaining power to obtain economically feasible rental rates at that location.  
Although it continues to explore its options, it does not anticipate it will gain access and is searching 
for a new site. If the FCC grants the instant request, Media Power will expeditiously file a Minor 
Modification application with respect to a new site to which it can obtain access and which is 
economically feasible.

An additional impediment to building out the facilities is the nature of the antenna that must be 
used to produce the contour for W236DS. Off-the-shelf products are not capable of achieving the 
service contour that Media Power’s construction permit requires because it involves an irregular, 
“three-finger” shape.  The quote (called a pro forma invoice in the attached) for the antenna is attached 
herein as Exhibit C.  Designing an antenna to accommodate these constraints takes a great deal of time.
These complicated engineering issues, combined with the financial infeasibility of ordering an antenna 
before it resolves the siting issues, compound the delays that Media Power is experiencing.  Without 
access to the Crown Castle site, the antenna could not be ordered; but the antenna cannot be ordered 
until Media Power knows that it will work at the site.  This lack of access, and therefore the delays in 
ordering its antenna, were unanticipated at the time Media Power filed its CP and have been in flux 
until recently.

Each of these circumstances combined, which are outside of Permittee’s control, has hindered 
Permittee’s progress in building out.  However, these circumstances have not stopped Permittee 
entirely. Media Power has been negotiating with the Juncos government for the right to build the 
transmitter on municipal property and the right to access that property long term.  The site, near Juncos 
Municipality Stadium, is approximately one mile from the site described in its CP.  Media Power 
anticipates that relocating the facilities of W236DS would help speed build-out so that it could serve its 
community by broadcasting to the public, and respectfully requests tolling of the CP in order to do so.

B. W287DP

The property on which W287DP is sited belongs to the City of Dorado.  Because it sits on 
municipal property, obtaining permission to site W287DP involved escalation of its request to the 
city’s Mayor.  Media Power has only recently received permission from the municipality to site its 
facility on that land and is in the process of working with attorneys to memorialize the agreement in a 
contract.

In addition, as a result of the global supply chain disruptions and the delays in obtaining 
permission to locate W287DP at its chosen site, Media Power also experienced significant delays to 
receiving a transmitter for W287DP. Despite the issues, Media Power was able to order and has now 
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received and tested the transmitter. After the contract with the City of Dorado is complete and Media 
Power obtains all requisite permits to build out the facilities, construction will be completed as 
expeditiously as possible.  Permittee cautions, however, that the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the 
build-out of this translator in the same way as it has W236DS, and that the same concerns of semi-
conductor delays and the raging omicron variant may affect build-out in ways that are unforeseen at 
this time.

Each of these circumstances combined, which are outside of Permittee’s control, has hindered 
Permittee’s progress in building out the translators. Permittee continues to diligently work toward 
finding solutions to build out both translators, and respectfully requests tolling so that it may continue 
to work toward providing service to the public.

Please contact the undersigned should any questions arise in connection with this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/ Francisco R. Montero

Francisco R. Montero
Sara L. Hinkle
Counsel for Media Power Group, Inc.

Enclosures
cc (email):  Larry Hannif-Ali (Larry.Hannif-Ali@fcc.gov)

Joseph Szczesny (Joseph.Szczesny@fcc.gov)



EXHIBIT A

 





Friday, December 17, 2021 
Media Power Group Radio 

, PR

Dear Sirs:

The Nautel FM transmitter model GV20A ordered by you is in the process of being 
manufacturing. Unfortunately our delivery time has been extended. The term scheduled for 
delivery is for March 10, 2022. Earlier this year, as well as all of 2020 we had delivery times of
6 to 7 weeks, these are upset due to the international supply .

These supply chain problems in the international market have affected to all manufacturers in the
electronics industry. Unfortunately, these limitations of electrical components [semiconductors]
will remain throughout the first  of the 2022.

We want to inform you that we regret that delivery will be so late.

Sincerely,
Gerardo Vargas
Regional Manager for Latin America & Caribbean
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