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TECHNI CAL STATEMENT
CONCERNI NG THE AM SPECI AL CONDI Tl ON
JACKSONVI LLE, FLORI DA

Techni cal St at enent

This Technical Statenent was prepared on behal f
of several FMand TV stations authorized on a new tower
| ocated at Jacksonville, Florida. These stations are WEV-
DT on Channel 19, WAWS(TV) on Channel 30, WAWS-DT on
Channel 32, WFKS(FM on Channel 250C2, WQ K- FM on Channe
256C0 and WROO(FM on Channel 297Cl. All of these
stations, with the exception of WFKS(FM, are assigned to
Jacksonville, Florida. WWKS(FM is assigned to Neptune
Beach, Fl orida.

On all the aforenentioned stations, a special
condition was inserted on their construction permts. The
special condition relates to the potential to adversely
affect the radiation pattern on WQI(AM, located 2.3
kil onmeters fromthe replacenent tower. WQI(AM operates
on 1010 kilohertz with 10 kilowatts daytinme and 0. 14
kil owatt nighttinme, using the sanme directional pattern
devel oped with two towers.
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The aforenentioned TV and FM stations did not
performthe partial proof measurenents as stated in the
special condition contained within the construction
permts. The stations had three reasons for not perform ng
the partial proof measurenments. First, the stations did
not believe that construction of this new structure and
di smant | enment of the fornmer adjacent structure would
adversely inmpact WQI(AM’'s radiation pattern. Second, the
station’s construction permts, notifying the applicant of
this special condition, were issued approxi mately the sane
time the tower owner began construction at the replacenent
tower site. Since the stations did not control the
commencenent date of the tower, they did not have the tine
to performthe “before” partial proof neasurenents. Third,
WQI(AM is presently operating with an STA with paraneters
at variance due to an unrel ated event and hence, no
meani ngful field strength nmeasurenments coul d be obtai ned
anyway.

This TV and FM tower (Tower Regi stration Nunber
1235223) actually replaced an existing slightly | ower
hei ght tower (Tower Registration Number 1031886).! The new
tower is 331.3 neters (1087 feet) above ground | evel
conpared to the previous 313.5 neters (1029 feet) above
ground | evel tower.? The replacenment tower is |ocated
wi thin 1 geographic second of the original tower. Since the
vertical and horizontal differences between the towers are
| ess than 60 feet, the new replacenent tower can be

! The tower owner is not the licensee of the co-located FM and TV
stations - the replacenent tower is owned by TC Florida Towers |1,
L.L.C

2 Please note that the tower registration referenced in the stations'
construction permits is the ASRN for the old tower, now renoved, and
shoul d be corrected in the license to reflect the registration for the
new tower -- ASRN 1235223.
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essentially considered as an equivalent structure. The
original tower has already been dismantled.?

The replacenent tower is located within the
Jacksonville antenna farm where 6 towers with overal
hei ghts exceeding 304 neters (998 feet) are located within
2.5 kiloneters of the WQI(AM transmtter site. Figure 1
is a topographic map showi ng the |ocation of the WQI(AM
transmtter site and the cluster of the nearby 6 tal
t oners.

Even though the stations do not believe any
radi ati on pattern inmpact will occur to the AM station, on
January 13, 2003 the stations attenpted to neasure
WQ(AM’'s nonitoring points after construction of the
repl acenent tower was conpleted. The neasured nonitor
poi nt val ues were atypical, which resulted in contact with
WQI(AM to determine if the station was operating
properly. After contact with WQI(AM’s counsel, it was
reported that WQI(AM had a recent lightning strike which
resulted in damage to the station’s sanpling system and
hence, the station is operating in non-directional node.
Therefore, no nmeaningful field strength nmeasurenents coul d
be perforned. Soon after, a request for Special Tenporary
Authority to operate with paranmeters at variance was
requested by WQJ(AM .4

31t is noted that the original tower had no de-tunei ng appar atus,
further in evidence that the original tower did not adversely inpact
the WQI(AM radiation pattern.

4 See Request for Special Tenmporary Authority filed by WQI(AM on
January 24, 2003.
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It is also observed that other television
stations nearby to WQI(AM have been constructing digita
facilities via a Special Tenmporary Authority and w t hout
concern to the WQI(AM radiation pattern. WWB-DT on
Channel 34 and WILV-DT on Channel 13, are all | ocated
within 2.5 kiloneters of WQI(AM on other towers and were
grant ed Special Tenporary Authority w thout consideration
to any inpact to WQI(AM .

It can be concluded that WQI(AM did not have
issues relating to the erection of the replacenment tower,
since no operational variances were reported prior to the
lightning strike, which occurred shortly before January 24,
2003, notw thstandi ng the tower construction, tower
di smantl ement, and the addition of nunerous digital
tel evision antennas in the nonths before. Al so, the
present WQJ(AM operation with paraneters at variance are
precl udi ng any neani ngful field strength nmeasurenents from
bei ng taken. Therefore, the aforenentioned TV and FM
stations are requesting that the special condition be
removed fromtheir permts and deleted as a requirenent for
| i censi ng.

Charl es A. Cooper

du Treil, Lundin & Rackley, Inc.
201 Fl et cher Avenue

Sarasota, Florida 34237

941. 329. 6000

March 20, 2003
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